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Regd. Office: 102, Sanskriti Apartment 44, Saket Nagar, Indore — 452018 (M.P.) India
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Phone: 0731-2560267, 2560348 Telefax: +91-731-2563425

E-mail: investors@worthindia.comWebsite: www.worthindia.com

Date: November 7, 2025

To,

National Stock Exchange of India Limited, BSE Limited,

Exchange Plaza, Plot No. C/1, G-Block, P.J. Towers, Dalal Street, Fort,
Bandra- Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai — 400 001.

Mumbai — 400051
Maharashtra, India.

NSE Symbol: WORTHPERI BSE Scrip Code: 544577

Subject: Submission of Newspaper Publication of Un-Audited Financial Results for the 02"! Quarter and
six months ended September 30, 2025.

Dear Sir/Madam,

Pursuant to Regulation 47 of the SEBI (Listing Obligation and Disclosure Requirements), 2015, we have enclosed
herewith, Copies of Newspaper Publication of Un-Audited (Standalone and Consolidated) Financial Results for
the 02" Quarter and six months ended on September 30, 2025 in the following Newspaper:

1. Free Press (English Language) on November 7, 2025.
2. ChothaSansaar (Hindi Language) on November 7, 2025.

Further, in pursuance of Regulation 30 read with Schedule III (A) (12) please find enclosed the copy of
Newspaper articles as published in abovementioned newspapers.

We request you to kindly take the above-mentioned information on your record for further needful.

Thanking you
Yours Faithfully

FOR WORTH PERIPHERALS LIMITED

. Digitally signed by
raminder raminder singh chadha

. Date: 2025.11.07
singh chadha 11:26:38 +05'30"

RAMINDER SINGH CHADHA
WHOLE-TIME DIRECTOR
DIN: 00405932

Enclosed: Newspaper Clipping




HELSINKI

India, Finland
strengthen ties

India and Finland held 13th
Foreign Office Consulta-
tions in Helsinki on Thurs-
day and reviewed the entire
gamut of bilateral cooper-
ation, while agreeing to
further strengthen ties in
trade and investment, digi-
talisation, quantum com-
puting, 5G/6G, Artificial
Intelligence (Al), sustain-
ability, clean technologies,
circular economy, educa-
tion, research and devel-
opment, people-to-people
ties and mobility.

NEW DELHI
4 new Vande

Bharat trains

PM Narendra Modi will visit
Varanasi and flag off four
new Vande Bharat Express
trains on November 8in a
significant step towards ex-
panding the country’s mod-
ern rail infrastructure, an
official said on Thursday.
The new Vande Bharat Ex-
press trains will operate on
the Banaras—Khajuraho,
Lucknow-Saharanpur, Fi-
rozpur-Delhi, and Ernaku-
lam-Bengaluru routes.
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lllegal betting:
ED attaches

Rs 11cr assets of
Dhawan, Raina

PTI
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Thursday said it has
attached assets worth Rs 11.14
crore of former cricketers
Shikhar Dhawan and Suresh
Raina as part of a money-laun-
dering probe linked to an al-
leged illegal betting site,
involving an amount of more
than Rs 1,000 crore.

A provisional order has
been issued under the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA) to attach a com-
mercial land in Delhi of Dha-
wan (39) worth Rs 4.5 crore
and a mutual fund of Raina
(38) worth Rs 6.64 crore in the
case against online betting site
1xBet, the federal agency said.

ED summons
Anil Ambani

The ED has issued fresh
summons to Reliance
Group chairman Anil Am-
bani for questioning next
week in an alleged bank
fraud linked-money laun-
dering case, sources said.
He has been asked to de-
pose on November 14 for
questioning in a money
laundering case linked to a
case against Reliance
Communication Ltd
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Sports MONEY

PM Modi’s heartfelt ‘India needs
banter with World Cup world-class
Queens goes viral P12 banks’

I .

Edit EC must inquire and not evade P.6

BIHAR POLLS PHASE 1 | 121 constituencies go to polls; state
records its highest ever voter turnout

65% turnout sets stage for

‘sushasan’ vs ‘jobs-for-all’

PTI

PATNA

In the "highest ever" voter
turnout in Bihar, nearly 65 per
cent of 3.75 crore electorates
exercised their franchise on
Thursday across 121 consti-
tuencies in the first phase of
the assembly elections, which
marks the beginning of a
closely watched high-stakes
contest that is seen as a litmus
test of the ruling NDA's popu-
larity.

In a statement, the Election
Commission said the first
phase of the assembly elec-
tions concluded peacefully "in
a festive mood with the high-
est-ever voter turnout of 64.66
per cent in the history of
Bihar".

The NDA, which has been in
power in the state for 20 years,
except for a few brief inter-
ruptions, is banking on its
image of "sushasan" (good gov-
ernance) in contrast to the al-
leged "jungle raj" of the
RJD-Congress combine, while
the opposition bloc relies on
anti-incumbency and the un-

South Africa poll body chieflauds CEC
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar
on Thursday received a surprise call from Mosotho
Moepya, Chairperson of South Africa’s Electoral Com-
mission, who extended best wishes for the conduct of
the Bihar elections, one of the largest democratic exer-
cises in the world, with nearly 75 million eligible voters.
Moepya said that South African parliamentarians are
planning to visit India soon to study the country's elec-
toral management system, often hailed as one of the
most transparent and efficient globally

precedented "jobs-for-every-
home" promise of its CM can-
didate, Tejashwi Yadav, to
outperform the ruling al-

liance.

The polls for the 243-
member assembly are being
closely watched not only for

their local implications but
also as an early indicator of
the political mood ahead of
2029, and follow the highly
controversial Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of the elec-
toral roll by the EC, which
came under attack from op-
position parties for alleged
"rigging" and "manipulation”
of voter lists.

The second and the last
phase will be held on Novem-
ber 11, and the counting will
take place on November 14.

) Continued on | P8

Talks with Modi going great: Trump

Hints at possible
India visit next year

Agencies
WASHINGTON DC

United States President Don-
ald Trump on Thursday
praised Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, calling him "a
great man" and "a friend,"
while hinting that he may visit
India next year as part of on-
going efforts to strengthen
trade relations between the
two nations.

¥

count of seven.

Speaking to reporters at
the White House after an-
nouncing a new deal to
lower the prices of weight
loss drugs, Trump said his
talks with PM Modi were
"going great." "He (PM Modi)
largely stopped buying from
Russia. And he is a friend of
mine, and we speak. Prime

FORDON, 7 =8 PLANES

US President Trump has now claimed eight
planes were shot down during the India-Pakis-
tan conflict in May — an increase from his earlier

Minister Narendra Modi is a
great man. He is a friend of
mine, and we speak and he
wants me to go there. We
will figure that out, I will go...
Prime Minister Modi is a
great man and I will be
going," Trump said.

) Continuedon | P8

‘DEAD’ MAN
COMES ALIVE

INDORE: A miraculous inci-
dent in Rajnagar of the city left
everyone stunned when a 70-
year-old man, declared dead
by doctors, suddenly started
breathing just moments be-
fore his final journey was to
start. Earlier, a message had
circulated announcing his fu-
neral procession at 4:30 PM.
Later, a new message spread
rapidly “By the grace of Baba
Mahakal, Makhanlal Ved is
alive. The funeral procession
has been cancelled.”  See pg3

Cinema What truly keeps Vaani fit [ X1

PM: RJD, Cong have soft
corner for infiltrators

PTI
BHAGALPUR/ARARIA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday charged
the opposition RJD-Congress
combine in Bihar with having
a soft corner for infiltrators,
but "dislike" for Lord Ram and
'‘Chhathi Maiya' because of
vote bank politics.
Addressing back-to-back
rallies in Bhagalpur and Ara-
ria districts, Modi also alleged
that the reluctance of opposi-
tion leaders to visit Ayodhya to
have 'darshan’ of shrines dedi-
cated to Nishad Raj, Mata Sha-
bri and Maharshi Valmiki was
indicative of their "hatred" for
Dalits and backward classes.
"Bihar saw zero devel-
opment during the 15 years
of 'jungle raj'. No highways
and bridges were built, nor
any centres of higher learn-
ing were set up. The NDA
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar

Bihar saw zero de-
velopment during
the 15 years of
'jlungle raj’'

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

has worked very hard to
bring the state out of that
era,” he said. "Today, Bihar has
S0 many expressways, bridges
over rivers, as many as four
central universities and other
centres of higher learning.

) Continued on | P8

Modi plays down
skincare googly

FP News Service
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s meeting with the In-
dian women’s cricket team
turned into a moment of
laughter and warmth when
all-rounder Harleen Deol
bowled him a googly on his
skincare.

The interaction took
place on Wednesday at the
Prime Minister’s official
residence on Lok Kalyan
Marg in New Delhi. The
video of the meeting was
released on  Thursday
morning.

The Indian team, which re-
cently lifted the Women's ODI
World Cup, met the Prime
Minister following their his-
toric victory.

) Continued on | P8

Insta, FB new alcohol:
Rahul’s jibe at Modi

IANS
PATNA
The Leader of the Opposition
(LoP) in Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, launched a sharp at-
tack on Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi during a massive
rally in Bihar’s Purnia on
Thursday, accusing him of dis-
tracting the nation’s youth by
providing them cheap data,
(by calling it ‘addiction of the
21st century’), instead of pro-
viding employment.

Addressing a large crowd,
LoP Rahul Gandhi alleged that
PM Modi had replaced real
opportunities with virtual en-
gagement.

“Your Prime Minister came
here and told you he has given

you the intoxication of the 21st
century. What used to happen
earlier through alcohol or
drugs, now happens through
Instagram and Facebook.
Youth keep watching reels 24
hours a day,” LoP Rahul Gan-
dhi said. He asked the crowd
pointedly, “How much money
have you earned from Insta-
gram, Facebook or making
reels?

) Continuedon | P8

Parliamentary panel
angry as DGP reaches
meeting venue late

Members also get angry as policemen didn't wear
uniforms; CS, DGP called to Delhi separately

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The members of the parlia-
mentary committee, who
came to the state to take feed-
back on the implementation
of the SC/ST welfare schemes,
got angry at a meeting on
Thursday.

Just before the meeting, the
members were annoyed be-
cause of the absence of the
chief secretary and DGP.

Additional Chief Secretary
Ashok Baranwal, who was
present at the meeting, said CS
Anurag Jain was on leave, and
he had informed the chairman
of the committee, Faggan
Singh Kulaste, about it.

Afterwards, a member of
the committee, Chandrashek-
har Azad Ravan, raised the
issue of the absence of DGP
Kailash ~Makwana, who
reached the venue late.

During the meeting, Azad

Members voice
concern over rising
incidents of crime
against SC/ST
people in the state

e——
said if the DGP did not come,
the meeting would be can-
celled.

All these officers should be
called to Delhi, where the
meeting will be held, Azad
said, adding that it is an insult
to the parliamentary commit-
tee, which amounts to a
breach of privilege.

He also expressed anger at
the police officers for not

wearing uniforms. Azad
wanted to know whether MP
police get uniforms.

According to him, the of-
ficers are not serious about the
meeting.

) Continuedon | P8

Vinod Agrawal 7Ast biggeét
O

Our Staff Reporter

INDORE

Vinod Agrawal, a renowned
industrialist and philanthro-
pist of the city is ranked 71st
in the list of top donors in
the country as per the list re-
leased by EdelGive Hurun
India Foundation on Thurs-
day. This list includes 185
leading philanthropists from
across the country. In the fi-
nancial year 2024-25, Agra-
wal has contributed

When someone transforms
a family or community
through charitable acts, it installs
values, gratitude and a sense of re-

Filmis fiction: HC
rejects plea against

Our Staff Reporter

INDORE

Indore bench of Madhya
Pradesh High Court has
dismissed a writ petition
filed by Siddiqua Begum
Khan, daughter of late Shah
Bano Begum, seeking to re-
strain the release and
screening of the upcoming
film “Haq.”

The film, inspired by the
landmark 1985 Supreme
Court judgment in Mohd
Ahmed Khan vs Shah Bano
Begum, is scheduled for re-
lease on November 7. Justice
Pranay Verma ruled that an
individual's privacy and rep-
utation end with their life and
cannot be claimed by heirs.

The petitioner had argued
that the movie dramatised
and commercialised her
mother’s personal and mat-
rimonial life without con-
sent, causing emotional
distress to the family. She al-
leged that the film’s teaser
and trailer sensationalised
Shah Bano’s experiences and
violated her dignity and the
family’s reputation.

Full report on pg2

Yash elected MP Youth

Top 3 contenders’
names sent to
AICC for interview

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

Yash Ghanghoria, son of Jabal-
pur MLA Lakhan Ghanghoria,
has been electedas the MP
Youth Congress president. The
election results were an-
nounced on Thursday.
Ghanghoria got 3.3lakh
votes (the maximum number)

in the elections, said party-
leaders.

The top three contenders
for the post of state Youth Con-
gress president’s post
will be sent tothe All
India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) and
after the interview,

(which is the formal
procedure) the
nameof the president will be
announced.

YashGhanghoriais in first
place with 313730 votes, Abhis-
hek Parmar of Bhopal is sec-

Cong prez

ond with 238780 votes and-

Devendra Dadu of Sidhi is in

third place with 27566 votes.

All three will have to appear
for the interview to
get theappointment
letter.

Through the elec-
tions, former chief
minister Kamal Nath-
showed his strength,

as the maximum number of
leaders supported by him
won.

) Continued on | P8

Mystery
womanis
hairdresser
Larissa

FP News Service
MUMBAI

A Brazilian woman whose
eight-year-old  photograph
has unexpectedly become the
voter fraud allegeation turns
out to be a hairdresser, not a
model, after all. T
Larissa Nery, she =
posed for the l
photo years ago, =
one day surface in Indian
politics. A video of Nery has
now gone viral, where she re-
“Guys, they are using an old
photo of mine...  was like 18 or
20 years old. I don't know if it's
voting.. And in India. Ah!
They're portraying me as In-
dian to scam people, guys.
iness is this? What world do we
live in?” she says in the video.
In another clip, she adds,
ing to know about this whole
thing... my
job.. want-
to me for an
interview, I
didn’t

centre of a political storm over
Identified as

unaware it would ﬁ
acts in disbelief to the situation.
an election or something about
What madness! What craz-
“A reporter called me want-
ing to talk

answer.”

Scan & Watch

) Continued on | P8

Mentally ill children lock up mom for 2.5 yrs

Rescued

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

Acting on her neighbour’s
complaint, the police rescued
a 70-year-old woman from a
locked room of her house in
Kalpana Nagar in the Piplani
area on Thursday. The woman
had allegedly been confined to
the room by her mentally un-
stable son and daughter for 2-
Y2 years.

When police opened the

offgrid
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sponsibility in that family and es-
pecially in the children. This is the
true satisfaction of a true industrialist.

- Vinod Agrawal, Businessman

approximately Rs. 19 crore
towards the upliftment of
various sections of society.
Agrawal is famous for his
charitable deeds over the

years. He has played a sig-
nificant role in bringing
positive change in society by
working tirelessly in areas
such as education, health,

donor of country

List of charitable organisations

grawal is the Managing Trustee of the Balaji Sevaarth

Vinod Agarwal Foundation. His organisation operates
several charitable projects, including the Chameli Devi Agra-
wal Annakshetra (Ujjain), Chameli Devi Agrawal Medical
Centre (Indore), Chameli Devi Agrawal Yoga Centre (Indore),
and Chameli Devi Agrawal Manglik Bhawan (Salasar).

women's empowerment,
animal welfare, eradication
of hunger, poverty and mal-
nutrition, art and culture,
and social development.
This is the 5th consecutive

year that Hurun India Foun-
dation has recognised Vinod
Agrawal's dedication to build-
ing a spirit of philanthropy.

) Continuedon | P8

room, they were shocked to
see the womans frail con-
dition. She was immediately
taken to Hamidia Hospital,
where she is currently under-
going treatment under medi-
cal supervision.

According to the police, the
woman’s husband had passed
away several years ago. Since
then, she had been living with
her son, Ajay Saini, and
daughter, Meenakshi Saini,
both reportedly suffering from
mental health issues. The sib-
lings survived on food given by

neighbours. As the mother’s
health deteriorated and she
became bedridden, the two al-

legedly confined her to a room
instead of seeking help.

The incident came to light
after neighbours noticed a foul
smell from the house and real-
ised the elderly woman hadn't
been seen for a long time.Anil
Sewani, a resident of the area,
informed thepolice. Acting on
the complaint, Inspector
Anand Singh Parihar reached
the spot with his team, broke
open the door, and rescued
the woman.

) Continued on | P8

2 killed, 2 hurt in oil

FP News Service
PITHAMPUR (MHOW)

A devastating fire broke out at
Shivam Industries Oil Factory
in the Pithampur Industrial
Area-3 on Wednesday even-
ing, claiming the lives of two
workers and leaving two
others seriously injured. The
remains of the deceased were
recovered as skeletal remains
on Thursday morning, con-
firming their deaths.
According to initial reports,
the fire started when a lubrica-

i

tion oil tanker caught fire dur-
ing the filling process inside
the factory premises. The
flames quickly spread, engulf-
ing the entire area.
Firefighting teams from Pi-
thampur, Dhar, Indore, and

nearby private factories

unit fire

battled the blaze for nearly six
hours before bringing it under
control.Fire Station Officer
Sumer Singh Mehada stated
that around 1.5 lakh liters of
water and 540 liters of foam
were used to extinguish the
fire. He added that the oil-
based fire caused several ex-
plosions during the operation.
One firefighter, Constable
Dilip Yadav, sustained burn in-
juries to his hand while trying
to control the blaze.

) Continued on | P8
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FILM IS FICTION | Yami Gautam-Emraan Hashmi starrer to be released today

HC rejects Shah Bano’s daughter's
plea against release of ‘Haq’

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Indore bench of Madhya Pra-
desh High Court has dis-
missed a writ petition filed by
Siddiqua  Begum  Khan,
daughter of late Shah Bano
Begum, seeking to restrain
the release and screening of
the upcoming film “Haq.”

The film, inspired by the
landmark 1985 Supreme
Court judgment in Mohd
Ahmed Khan vs Shah Bano
Begum, is scheduled for re-
lease on November 7.

Justice Pranay Verma
ruled that an individual's pri-
vacy and reputation end with
their life and cannot be
claimed by heirs.

The petitioner had argued

Dev DeepaWali celebrated

that the movie dramatised
and commercialised her
mother’s personal and matri-
monial life without consent,
causing emotional distress to
the family. She alleged that
the film’s teaser and trailer
sensationalised Shah Bano’s
experiences and violated her
dignity and the family’s rep-
utation.

The producers and direc-
tor, represented by senior ad-
vocates, contended that “Haq”
is a fictionalised adaptation of
journalist Jigna Vora’s book
“Bano: Bharat Ki Beti,” and
not a biopic. They maintained
that the film is inspired by the
public record of the Shah
Bano case and includes a
clear disclaimer stating that
all characters and events are

by Agrawal Mahasangh

On Wednesday, Deepawali Milan celebration organ-
ised by Agrawal Samaj Mahasangh Vijaynagar at
Goyal Resort. On this auspicious occasion of Kartik
Purnima state’s urban administration minister Kail-
ash Vijayvargiya lit lamps for Dev Deepawali. In ad-
dition to the offering of 56 bhog to Lord Shrinathji,
numerous cultural performances were also per-
formed. Mahasangh's patron Kishore Goyal, presi-
dent Ajay Agarwal, general secretary Neeraj Goyal,
along with other dignified members were present.

Cow devotees donate

lamps in gaushala

The campus of Shri Ahilya Mata Gaushala in Kesar-
bag area was illuminated with thousands of lamps,
attractive rangoli, floral arrangements, and electri-
cal decorations, on the occasion of Kartik Purnima
and Dev Deepawali on Wednesday. Gaushala man-
agement committee president Radheshyam Guruji,
secretary Pushpendra Dhanotiya, and coordinator
CK Agarwal said that acharya Pt Mukesh Shastri
and his fellow learned acharyas conducted the puja
for the numerous devotees visiting the Gaushala.

UCO Bank observes Vigilance
Awareness Week 2025

—1 ol |

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

UCO Bank Zonal Office, In-
dore observed Vigilance
Awareness Week 2025 from
October 27 to November 2,
2025, to promote the values of
integrity, transparency, and a
corruption-free society
among citizens.

The week began with the
administration of the Vigi-
lance Pledge at the Zonal Of-
fice and all its branches.

During the week-long cam-
paign, a series of programmes
were organised. A canopy was
set up at the Chhapan Dukan
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cials interacted with public
and spread messages of ethi-
cal conduct and honesty.

UCO Bank’s Anoop Nagar
Branch organised a drawing
competition at Krishna Public
School, Indore, while the Gu-
lana Branch conducted a quiz
competition at Jyoti Public
School, Gulana.

The week concluded with a
walkathon organised under
the guidance of zonal man-
ager, Vikrant Tandan. UCO
Bank officials and employees
participated in large numbers,
making the event a resound-
ing success.

The court ruled
that Shah Bano’s
personal rights
ceased with her
passing, so her
daughter could
not claima
privacy violation
on her behalf

fictional.

Justice Verma upheld the
filmmakers’ right to creative
freedom under Article 19(1)(a)
of the Constitution, emphas-
izing that since the film
carries a disclaimer and has
been certified by the Central

Board of Film Certification
(CBFC), it is presumed to
comply with legal and ethical
standards.

The court noted that the
film is clearly identified as
dramatized, fictional, and in-
spired by a Supreme Court
judgment. As it does not pres-

ent itself as a true account,
claims of sensationalisation or
false portrayal are unfounded.
The film’s script and dialogues
are not required to be drawn
from judicial records, as it
does not claim to be a biopic.

The court further noted:
"The contention of the peti-
tioner may have been accept-
able if the film had been
claimed to be true, but it is
only claimed to be a drama-
tized and fictionalized adap-
tation and an inspiration. In
the course of the same, it was
not required to be an exact
adaptation. The film is not
stated to be based purely on
the decision in the case of
Shah Bano, hence if it con-
tains any personal or matri-
monial details for

dramatisation and picturisa-
tion, nothing wrong can be
found in the same. The con-
tention of the petitioner that
the film is a fabrication and is
based on fictional narrative,
hence cannot be accepted".
The court also criticised
the petitioner for approach-
ing it just six days before the
film's release, despite being
aware of its production since
early 2024. “Her conduct is
not that of a vigilant litigant,”
the judge noted, citing delay
and laches as an additional
ground for dismissal.
Concluding that no funda-
mental rights had been viol-
ated, the High Court
dismissed the petition as “de-
void of merit,” clearing the
way for the release of “Haq.”

Autorickshaw
overturns,
driver dies
of injuries

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE:

A 36-year-old autorickshaw
driver died after his vehicle
overturned on him while
descending the Juni Indore
bridge. The incident oc-
curred on Tuesday. Pas-
sersby rushed him to the
hospital, where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries on
Wednesday evening.

Police said the deceased,
identified as Inder
Wadhwani, a resident of
Bholaram Ustad Marg, was
returning home when he
lost control of the autorick-
shaw on the bridge. He fell
on the road, and the vehicle
toppled on him. There were
no passengers in the vehicle
at the time of the accident.
Inder sustained severe head
injuries, which proved fatal.

Family members in-
formed police that Inder
had recently been consum-
ing alcohol and was dis-
tressed over not getting
married. Police are investi-
gating the incident.

Man on way to
nephew, killed

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

A 45-year-old man was killed
after a speeding truck struck
his two-wheeler in the Kana-
dia police station area on
Tuesday. The incident oc-
curred around 1:30 pm at an
under-construction  bridge
near Phoenix Mall when he
was going to deliver tiffin for

deliver tiffin for hospitalised

in road mishap

his nephew who is
admitted in a private
hospital in Khudel
area. He was rushed
to the hospital
where he  suc-
cumbed to his in-
juries.

According to the
police, the deceased was
identified as Ramvilas Man-
sore, a resident of Talawali

Chanda. He was a se-
curity guard. The
family =~ members
came to know about
the accident when a
passerby called
them from his mo-
bile phone. The po-
lice began a probe
and are gathering information
about the errant driver on the
basis of CCTV footage.

www,freepressjournal.in

Monkey dies after
3-day suffering, rescue
team fails to turn up

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

A heartbreaking scene un-
folded in the Gandhi Nagar
area of Indore, where an in-
jured black-faced monkey, sep-
arated from its troop and
wandering the streets for days,
died before receiving any help.
Despite repeated calls from
residents to rescue authorities,
no team ever arrived.

For nearly three days, the in-
jured monkey was seen mov-
ing painfully from one place to
another, appearing weak and
frightened. Locals said the ani-
mal had likely suffered an elec-
tric shock, as one of its arms
appeared paralysed. The mon-
key eventually took shelter in a
small garage, where residents
provided it with food and
water, hoping that help would
soon come.

The helpless creature, how-
ever, continued to deteriorate.
Despite several alerts re-
portedly made to animal res-

cue groups and the forest de-
partment, no officials came to
itsaid. The residents could only
watch as the monkey’s con-
dition worsened — until it fi-
nally succumbed to its injuries
on Thursday morning.

Priyanshu Jain, from People
For Animals (PFA), expressed
deep concern and frustration
over the delay. “We received
multiple calls and kept inform-
ing the forest department, but
no rescue team ever arrived,”
Jain said. “Had immediate ac-
tion been taken, this life could
have been saved.”

The monkey’s death has
sparked anger and grief
among locals, who have ques-
tioned the apparent apathy of
authorities toward animal wel-
fare. Many believe the tragedy
could have been prevented if a
timely rescue effort had been
made. While the exact cause of
death remains unconfirmed,
locals suspect the injury was
caused by electrocution from

overhead power lines — a
common but often overlooked
threat to urban wildlife.

The loss of the animal has
left the community mourning,
and once again highlights the
urgent need for quicker re-
sponse mechanisms and
greater accountability in hand-
ling animal distress cases.

The residents of Gandhi
Nagar hope that this tragedy
serves as a wake-up call — that
no innocent life, however
small, should have to suffer
alone and unseen.

More than double manholes installed in city

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Despite strict norms, Indore
Municipal Corporation (IMC)
continues to flout rules by in-
stalling manholes far exceed-
ing the permissible limit.
“Records reveal that within
the municipal limits, smaller
and larger roads collectively
span 2,200 kilometers and an
astounding 1,57,271 manholes
have been constructed —
more than double the pre-
scribed standard,” claimed so-
cial activist Kishore Kodwani.
According to regulations,
one manhole should be built
every 30 meters, meaning that

for 2,200 km of road, only
around 74,000 manholes
should exist. However, the
IMC’s own records - informa-
tion of which has been re-
ceived by Kodwani through
RTI application -- acknowl-
edge nearly twice that
number.

“Despite this, fresh sewer
lines continue to be laid,
along with repeated an-
nouncements, tenders and
digging, causing persistent
inconvenience to residents. In
several lanes, open trenches
and incomplete manhole
works are a common sight,”
Kodwani said.

Kodwani, in a letter to the

City’s Main Roads
Total 290.4 km

As per municipal data, Indore
has 290.4 kilometers of main
roads, with varying widths
ranging from 18 to 75 meters:

LENGTH WIDTH
(in meters) (in meters)
51,216 5

36,926 60

26,826 45

4,487 40

6,964 36
1,06,593 30

30,053 24

27,359 18

Total: 290.4 km

authorities, highlighted that
within just a 300-meter
stretch  between  Krish-
napura Chhatri and Rajwada,
there are as many as 127
manholes -- nearly four
times the permissible limit.
Kodwani has also raised con-
cerns about the poor state of
these roads and has urged of-
ficials to take corrective
measures by 2024.

The social activist said that
the excessive number of man-
holes not only violates engin-
eering norms but also
weakens the city’s road net-
work, leading to frequent re-
pair works and unnecessary
public expenditure.

FICCI organises seminar
on legal rights for women

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

FICCI FLO Indore organised
an insightful seminar titled
“Pink Legal” on Monday at
DCBM, focusing on woman
empowerment via awareness
about legal rights.

Advocate Nidhi Vaidya,
practising at the High Court of
Madhya Pradesh, highlighted
key aspects of women’s rights
and emphasised the impor-
tance of understanding the
law for self-protection and

confidence.

The event was thoughtfully
organised and conducted by
CA Priya Bindal, executive
committee member and head
of Financial Literacy & Legal
Initiatives, ensuring an engag-
ing and impactful session for
all attendees.

CA Shweta Agarwal, chair-
person of FICCI FLO Indore,
reiterated the organisation’s
commitment to bringing such
meaningful initiatives across
various sectors for women’s
empowerment.

Man held for molesting advocate

Indore: A bike-borne miscreant molested a 32-year-old advo-
cate riding her scooter near Marimata Square at around 1045
pm on Wednesday. Sadar Bazaar police said the victim was re-
turning home with her friend when the accused touched her
inappropriately and fled towards Shankar Bagh Colony when
she cried for help. Bravely, the woman chased the miscreant on
the two-wheeler. Seeing her coming after him, the accused pan-
icked and his bike slipped on the sand just as the woman man-
aged to capture a photo of his bike's number plate. She then
informed the police, who subsequently arrested him.

Excise team catches man carrying

liquor in auto rickshaw ille

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

The State Excise Department
arrested a man while he was
carrying six cartons of liquor
(IMFL) in an auto rickshaw il-
legally. The officials are
searching for his source of
liquor.

On the instructions of assis-
tant excise commissioner Ab-
hishek Tiwari, controller
Devesh Chaturvedi and dep-
uty controller Manoj Agrawal
constituted a team and in-
structed it to take action
against the people transpor-
ting or storing liquor illegally
in the city.

Acting on a tip-off, the team
led by Ashish Jain, in-charge
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of Circle Internal Area 1,

stopped an auto rickshaw on

Wednesday. During the

search, six cartons of foreign

liquor were found being trans-

ported illegally. The accused

named Dilip was arrested on
the spot.

The liquor and the vehicle
were seized and a case was
registered against the accused
under Sections 34 (1) (A) and
(2) of the MP Excise Act 1915.

gally

The total estimated value of
the seized liquor and vehicle is
Rs 2.4 lakh.

Tiwari said that this action is
part of the ongoing special
drive by the Excise Depart-
ment to curb illegal liquor
transportation, storage, and
sale. Excise constables Mukesh
Rawat, Virendra Patel, Vipul
Khare, Narmada Alawa and
Nitin Soni played commend-
able role in the action.

Police issue
advisory on
cab riding for
public safety

Our Staff Reporter

INDORE

The police commissioner-

ate issued an advisory on

cab riding/driving amid
growing number of cases
of fake ride bookings,
scams, identity theft, har-
assment, and assaults, in
which victims often loses
money or faces safety
threats.

Police advised to take
these precautions:

B Check the
driver/rider’s
profile and rating
before the ride.

B Make messages
and payments
within the app.

B Confirm the vehicle
and its number
before the trip.

B Keep the pickup
point in a public
and well-lit area.

B Share your live
location with a
trusted person.

B Inform the police in
case of any incident
or crime.

People may also
register complaint
on city police
helpline number
(7049108283) to
get police
assistance on time.

Bike seized for 26 traffic violations

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

The traffic police on Thursday
stopped a man while he was
riding a bike without a helmet
and found 26 challans of traf-
fic rule violation pending
against his bike number. His
bike was seized and further
action is being taken against
him.

During a special helmet
awareness event at Radisson
Square, the traffic police

stopped a biker for violating
traffic rules. On inspection, it
was found that the rider had
broken traffic rules 26 times
and had not paid any of the
fines issued through e-chal-
lans recorded by ITMS cam-
eras.

Due to repeated violations
and non-payment of fines, the
bike was seized and taken to
the traffic police station. Po-
lice urged people to follow
traffic rules responsibly to
keep the city’s traffic smooth,

safe and disciplined. Strict ac-
tion would continue against
those who did not follow the
rules, they said.

Action against
728 people for not
wearing helmet

Additional DCP (traffic)
Santosh Kaul informed the
Free Press that on the instruc-
tion of senior officers, the traf-
fic cops launched a special
campaign of helmet aware-
ness. During the campaign,

the officials not only urged
people to wear a helmet while
riding two-wheelers but also
took action against those who
were riding carelessly and
without helmets. On the first
day, action was taken against
728 people.

They were also instructed
to follow the traffic rules in fu-
ture. Most of the violators
were below the age of 30. Po-
lice said that the campaign
would continue on the busiest
intersections of the city.

Tiger panic near Umrikheda turns out false as State gears up for tiger census

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Even as Madhya Pradesh’s for-
est staff underwent specialised
training for the upcoming na-
tionwide tiger census, a brief
panic erupted in Indore on
Thursday after reports of a
tiger sighting near Umrikheda,
behind a private college,

spread across the area.

Forest officials, including
DFO Pramod Mishra and
ranger Sangeeta Thakur,
rushed to the site to verify the
sighting after a photo claiming
to show a tiger went viral.
However, it was soon dis-
covered that the image was ac-
tually a still taken from an old
Ratapani waterfall video, con-

firming that it was a false
alarm.

On one hand, forest officials
and field staff were engaged in
intensive training sessions to
refine their skills for accurate
tiger tracking and population
estimation. On the other,
teams were scrambling
through Umrikheda’s outskirts
to trace a tiger that never

existed—an ironic twist high-
lighting both the vigilance and
challenges of wildlife monitor-
ing.

The two-day training pro-
gramme at Ralamandal Wild-
life Sanctuary aimed to
prepare participants for the
nationwide tiger census sched-
uled for January 2026.

SDO Yohan Katara said the

training focused on practical
fieldwork and the use of mod-
ern technology. Participants
were trained in carnivore sign
surveys to identify pugmarks,
scat, scrapes, and kills using
GPS coordinates. Camera trap
methodology was another
major focus—staff learned to
set up paired motion-sensor
cameras to capture both sides

of a tiger for stripe-pattern
identification.

The session also covered
data analysis, DNA sampling
from scat, and 3D software
tools to create digital models
for distinguishing individual
tigers. Standardised protocols
were emphasised to ensure ac-
curacy and consistency across
all regions.

Madhya Pradesh, often
called India’s tiger state, re-
corded 785 tigers in 2022, up
from 526 in 2018, marking a
rise of 259 in four years. Of
these, 237 were found outside
reserves, highlighting the need
to monitor wildlife corridors
and non-protected areas.
India’s overall tiger population
also rose from 2,967 in 2018 to

around 3,167 in 2022.

While the Umrikheda inci-
dent turned out to be a mis-
report, it underscored how
alert citizens and the forest de-
partment remain to any hint of
tiger movement—proof that
conservation awareness is
growing as Madhya Pradesh
prepares for its next big wild-
life survey.




www.freepressjournal.in

FORECAST| Indore and nearby dists to witness
intense cold spell from second week of November

Night gets colder.,
temp dlps to 12. l_C

Our Staff Reporter

INDORE

City witnessed the sharpest dip
in temperature of the season
on Wednesday night, as the
mercury slipped to 12.I°C,
marking the coldest night so
far this season.

According to the India Me-
teorological Department
(IMD), this is the first significant
sign of winter’s arrival in the
Malwa region after weeks of
post-monsoon showers.

The sudden drop in tem-
perature brought a noticeable
nip in the air, with early morn-
ing commuters feeling the chill.
Many areas of the city experi-
enced mild fog and increased
dew formation overnight.

Meteorologists  explained
that the recent decline in rain-
fall and clear night skies have
contributed to the rapid cool-
ing of the atmosphere.

A cyclonic circulation over
Haryana has temporarily re-
stricted strong cold winds from
entering Madhya Pradesh.

Once this system merges
with an active Western Dis-
turbance over North India,
cold winds will flow freely into
the state, intensifying the chill
over the next few days. The
snowfall in northern hill re-
gions is also influencing central
India’s temperature patterns.

Indore has already experi-
enced one of its wettest Oc-
tobers in a decade, receiving 34
inches of rainfall 121% above
normal levels. This surplus rain
led to extended cloud cover
and atmospheric moisture, de-
laying the temperature drop
initially. However, with clear
skies now prevailing, the mer-
cury is falling faster.

Weather experts predict
that from the second week of
November, Indore and nearby
districts will witness a more in-
tense cold spell, especially dur-
ing early mornings.

“Once the northern winds
strengthen, the temperature
may drop below 10°C in many
areas by mid-November;” said
IMD officials.

While nights are turning
colder, the daytime tempera-
tures remain moderate, hover-
ing between 27°C and 29°C in
most parts of Indore. The clear
skies and gentle breeze have

made the days comfortable,
with citizens enjoying outdoor
activities and morning walks
again. With the winter season
settling in, markets in Indore
are beginning to showcase
woollen wear, blankets, and
hot beverage stalls once again.
Coldest in 10 years
Last night’s minimum tem-
perature of 12.1°C was the third
lowest November temperature
in the last 10 years. The years
that recorded higher minimum
temperatures in November
than this are 2014, 2015, 2018,
2019, 2021, and 2023. The lowest
November temperature in the
past decade was 11I°C in 2017 —
and meteorologists predict that
this year, even that record may
be broken.
Minimum Temp
Across Major Cities
M Bhopal—13.0
B Ujjain— 14.5
B Gwalior—16.3
B Jabalpur—18.2
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182 houses demolished for masterplan road
Dy BT

28 families relocated
under PMAY

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Indore Municipal Corporation de-
molished 182 houses on Thursday as
part of the masterplan road widening
project from MR 9 to LIG Link Road.

The action took place opposite
Malviya Nagar, Gali No. 2, where en-
croachments were obstructing road
development work. Among these, 28
families residing in the affected

houses were relocated under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY).
The other families had been relocated
earlier.

The removal operation was carried

machines.

Senior officials, including addi-
tional commissioner Rohit Sisonia,
building officer Vinod Agrawal,
building inspector Sachin Gehlot, re-

moval assistant Bablu Kalyane, along *-

with the Municipal Corporation’s re-
moval team and police force, were
present during the operation.

Newly married

woman kills self

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE
A 22-year-old woman com-
mitted suicide by consuming
some poisonous substance at
her place in Hira Nagar police
station area on Thursday. She
has allegedly taken the drastic
step due to
J some domestic
i = | issue.According
‘i__’ I to the police, the
*."  deceased was
&"’ "~ identified as
“w® Mahi, wife of
Love Gehlot. Her family
members said that she was
married around nine months
ago and had a domestic dis-
pute with her husband over
some trivial affairs. They often
argued over domestic issues,
which might have led her to
commit suicide. The police
began a probe and conducted
the post-mortem of the de-
ceased.

Mayor conducts late-night inspection
of ongoing patchwork across clty

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

To ensure smoother and safer
roads for citizens, mayor Push-
yamitra Bhargav continues to
personally monitor the city’s
ongoing road patchwork cam-
paign. As part of this continu-
ous supervision, the mayor
carried out late-night inspec-
tions on Wednesday across
various areas where patch-
work work is in progress.

During the inspection,
mayor Bhargav reviewed the
ongoing work at Palasia
Square, Malipura, Bangarda
Road, and Singapore Town-
ship. Earlier too, he had in-
spected late-night repair
works in areas such as Bom-
bay Hospital, Raoji Bazaar, and
Phooti Kothi, giving specific
directions for quality and
timely completion.

At the site, the mayor held
detailed discussions with offi-
cials and workers regarding
work quality and deadlines,
instructing them to complete
all patchwork within 15 days.
In a gesture of encourage-
ment, he also shared tea with
night-duty staff, appreciating
their dedication and motivat-

ing them to maintain high
standards of workmanship.

Bhargav said, “The roads of
Indore are not only vital for
citizens’ convenience but also
define the city’s identity. Every
area must ensure timely and
quality patchwork so that resi-
dents can enjoy smoother traf-
fic movement.”

Mayor orders strict
action against
non-performing

contractors

INDORE

Mayor Pushyamitra Bhargav
chaired a review meeting of
development works in Assem-
bly Constituencies 3 and 5 on
Thursday.

During the meeting, Mayor
Bhargav expressed dissatisfac-
tion over the slow progress
and poor quality of work on
several major road projects, in-
cluding the Model Road from
Regal Square to Madhumilan.
He instructed that all contrac-
tors and agencies must com-
plete their allotted projects
within the specified time, fail-
ing which strict action would
be taken and defaulters would
be blacklisted. He said digging
newly constructed roads is un-
acceptable, and directed offi-
cials to ensure quality, timely
completion, and effective
monitoring of all works.

Man declared dead comes back to life hefore funeral preparations hegin

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

A miraculous incident in the Rajna-
gar area of the city left everyone
stunned when a 70-year-old man,
declared dead by doctors, suddenly
started breathing just moments be-
fore his final journey was to start.
Makhanlal Ved, 70, had been batt-
ling for life in a city hospital for the

past week after suffering a brain hae-
morrhage. On Thursday afternoon,
his condition worsened, and doctors
declared him dead after his heart-
beat and breathing stopped. Heart-
broken family members brought his
body home, informed relatives, and
began preparing for his funeral.
Relatives gathered, and arrange-
ments for the last rites were under-
way. Just as the family was about to

place him on the bier, something
miraculous happened Makhanlal's
chest began to move, and his
breathing returned. Initially, family
members thought they were im-
agining it, but soon they saw clear
signs of life. They immediately
called a doctor, who examined him
and confirmed that Makhanlal was
indeed alive.

Doctors said such cases are rare

but possible, especially for patients
on ventilator support. Makhanlal is
now being kept under observation
at home.

Earlier, a message had circulated
online announcing his funeral pro-
cession at 4:30 PM. Later, a new
message spread rapidly “By the
grace of Baba Mahakal, Makhanlal
Ved is alive. The funeral procession
has been cancelled.”

Man stabbed in road rage incident

Indore: In a road rage inci-
dent, a man was stabbed by
another person following a
collision of their bikes in
Sanwer police station area. Ac-
cording to police, one Vinod
Chaudhary lodged a com-
plaint stating that he was
going to Indore on his bike
with his friend. Midway, near
Dharmapuri, two men came
from behind on a motorcycle

and hit his motorcycle. When
he confronted them, the pil-
lion rider took out a knife and
stabbed him twice before
fleeing the scene. Meanwhile,
police officials are not con-
vinced about the incident as
victim's companion told police
a different story. Now, police
are checking CCTV footage to
know the exact circumstances
surrounding the incident.

Ajay Hardia’s new frontier in Oncology

Healing Cancer through Electro Homeopathy

effects.
formulations,

hope to patients.

No more Safe and effective
chemotherapy treatment
Now, there’s

Oncho Forte

Ajay Hardia has conducted
several important studies on
cancer treatment using Electro
Homeopathy. The medicines
he developed such as Oncho
Forte, Penta Fort, and Heart
Pent promise relief for cancer
patients without any side
Using
it has become
possible to alleviate cancer

symptoms, giving new

lectro Homeopathy is emerging as a ray of
hope for cancer patients, offering a
non-invasive and natural path to recovery.
At Devi Ahilya Cancer Hospital, Indore, this
innovative approach has shown remarkable results
under the dedicated efforts of Ajay Hardia,
whose scientific precision and commitment
have redefined cancer care and restored

faith among countless patients.

According to Ajay Hardia, it is
possible to treat cancer without

chemotherapy, radiation, or
surgery. His methods focus
on purifying the body's | = G

contaminated vital energies and
increasing oxygen flow in
normal cells, which provides
immediate relief to patients. By
applying these techniques, he
has achieved positive results in

treating patients suffering
+ from various types of

cancer.

these
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& RESEARCH CENTRE

~~~~~~~ g Anti-Analgesic
............... o Anti-Inflammatory

Anti-Oxidant

Benefits of Electro Homeopathy

Description: These medicines act as pain relievers.
Function: Help reduce pain and inflammation.

Description: Help decrease
swelling or irritation.
Function: Control the body’s
inflammatory response.

Description: Help neutralize free radicals.

Function: Protect cells from damage and reduce
the risk of various diseases.

Ajay Hardia’s

Key Messages

Our goal is to provide safe and
effective cancer treatment without
chemotherapy, radiation or surgery.

® Through Electro Homeopathy, we

are seeing effective results against
various types of cancer.

m We offer natural, side-effect-free
treatment to patients.

B Electro Homeopathy provides
immediate relief — including weight
reduction, pain relief and decreased
swelling.

Cancer
Awareness
Ajay Hardia has not only
focused on treatment but has
also worked extensively to raise
awareness about cancer through
various community health pro-
grams. Thanks to his efforts, many
patients have overcome cancer
and started a new chapter in
their lives. His work has fos-
tered a positive outlook
toward cancer in
society.

Diet: A supporting pillar

of cancer treatment

According to Ajay Hardia, proper diet
selection plays a crucial role in cancer
treatment, especially during Electro
Homeopathy therapy. He advises limiting the
intake of protein-rich foods (such as non-
vegetarian items, milk and dry fruits) as these
can increase inflammation in the body, which
may hinder recovery.

He particularly recommends avoiding non-
vegetarian food, sugar and high-protein
diets, as these can promote the growth of
cancer cells and weaken the body’s natural
immune defenses.

Instead, he suggests prioritizing fresh fruits,
vegetables and fiber-rich foods.
The antioxidants and phytonutrients in these

foods not only boost immunity but also help
prevent the growth of cancer cells.

m Our therapy helps inhibit cancer
growth, giving new hope to patients.

Awards and Recognition
In recognition of his hard work and success,

Ajay Hardia was
honored with an
award by the

Ajay Hardia being felicitated by
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav.

A Beacon of Hope

the future, even more patients may overcome cancer.

Ajay Hardia’s contributions to the field of cancer are sig-
nificant not only for medical science but also for millions
of patients who see him as a ray of hope. His treatments
and awareness programs have transformed countless
lives. If you or someone you know is battling cancer, reach-
ing out to Devi Ahilya Cancer Hospital, Indore could be a
wise step. His efforts have strengthened the belief that, in

contributions to the medical field.

Union Health Min-
ister, JP. Nadda.
He was also fea-
tured in Forbes
India as one of
“India’s Most Re-
nowned Cancer
Specialists.” These
honors reflect his
dedication  and
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Arpit Yadav new YC
District president

The Madhya Pradesh Youth Con-
gress election results were de-
clared on Thursday. In the Ujjain
district, Arpit Yadav was elected
as the District Youth Congress
President by winning 5,107 out of
14,861 votes. In the membership
drive held six months ago, Arpit
remained number one in the state
by enrolling the highest number of
members.

School-level Kalidas

Festival from Nov 14

The School Education Department and the Direc-
torate of Public will organise a state-level School
Kalidas Festival in Ujjain between November 14 and
16. The event will be held at Pt. Suryanarayan San-
kul Hall, Kalidas Sanskrit Academy.

Five NSS volunteers to take

part in Kartavya Path Parade

Five volunteers from the National Service Scheme
(NSS) unit of Samrat Vikramaditya Vishwavidya-
laya, Ujjain, are set to participate in the Kartavya
Path Parade in New Delhi. The five selected volun-
teers, Mahesh Chauhan, Vinay Sharma, Sanyam
Jain, Roshni Makwana, and Kalpana Nagar, have
reached Gwalior to participate in the training
camp to prepare for the parade.

Zara Fighters win JPL

The Jazba Social Foundation organised the Jazba
Premier League for children under the age of 19 at
the God District Turf. Nineteen teams participated
in the competition. All teams played on a knockout
basis. In this fiercely contested competition, two
teams advanced to the final. Qureshi Fighters, the
team that scored the highest score of 130 runs in 5
overs, only reached the semi-finals. Zara Fighters,
led by Mohammad Arsh Qureshi, won the toss and
elected to bat first. Playing first in the final match,

the Zara Fighters set a target of 55 runs. The
runner-up, The Deciders, managed to score only
40 runs in their allotted overs. The winning team
received a cash prize of Rs 11,000 and a trophy. The
runner-up team received a cash prize of Rs 5,500

and a trophy.

Petrol pump sealed

A joint inspection of Shri Sanwariya Petrol Pump, lo-
cated in Badnagar Subdivision, was conducted by
District Supply Officers. During the inspection, sev-
eral irregularities were detected, including non-up-
date of the stock register, storage exceeding the
licensed capacity approved by the Explosives Depart-
ment, and short delivery from the fuel nozzles. In view
of these violations of the provisions under the Motor
Spirit and High-Speed Diesel (Regulation of Supply,
Distribution and Prevention of Malpractices) Order,
2005, the operation of Shri Sanwariya Petrol Pump
has been sealed until further orders. A total of 1,997
litres of petrol and 17,162 litres of diesel, worth Rs 17.

9 lakh has been seized.

MoU signed

Following the approval of the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Government of India, 26 acres of land has
been allotted by the Gujarat government for the
construction of the campus of Rashtriya Adarsh
Ved Vidyalaya, Dwarka, run by Mahrishi Sandipani
Rashtriya Ved Vidya Pratishthan, Ujjain. An MOU
was signed with the Central Public Works Depart-
ment, Dwarka, Gujarat, for the construction of a
Veda Pathshala, hostel, and various buildings on
the land allotted for Rashtriya Adarsh Ved Vidya-
laya and handing it over within 18 months.

Pensioners to submlt memo

The District Pensioners’ Association, Ujjain, held its
meeting at Balodyan, Vikram Kirti Mandir under the
presence of Devendranath Shukla, Anandeelal Ra-
thore, Rajendra Pandya, and Sunita Evans. Ashok
Dubey delivered the welcome address and high-

lighted issues related to the Education Department’s
actions on teachers’ cases, along with other relevant
matters concerning pensioners. The members unani-
mously agreed to hold a demonstration on November
11 and submit a memorandum addressed to the Chief
Minister through the Collector, Ujjain, in response to
the state-level call to action.

Traffic Police impose
fine for riding
without helmet

FP News Service
UJJAIN
The traffic police took action
against two-wheelers without
helmets by checking vehicles
at several locations on Thurs-
day. Following a 15-day aware-
ness campaign, the police
began issuing challans. During
this campaign, drivers caught
were counselled and fined.
After a 15-day awareness
campaign from October 22,
the police began conducting
checking operations at several
intersections, including Cha-
munda Mata Chouraha, Bha-

ratpuri, Teen Batti Chouraha
and Dewasgate in the morn-
ing. The traffic police appre-
hended a large number of
people without helmets and
issued fines of Rs 300 each.

During the crackdown,
some drivers caught without
helmets made excuses. Traffic
DSP Dilip Singh Parihar stated
that about 5,00,000 road acci-
dents occur across the country
each year, resulting in the
death of around 15,00,000
people. In Madhya Pradesh,
56,000 road accidents were re-
ported last year, resulting in
13,000 deaths.
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SIMHASTHA PREP| Review meeting at Mela office
Ensuring quality key to ongoing
work, stresses Div Commissioner

Calls for show-cause
notice to MPRDC
official over 6-lane
project

FP News Service

UJJAIN
Simhastha Mela Officer and
Divisional Commissioner

Asheesh Singh chaired a re-
view meeting on Thursday to
assess the development works
being undertaken by the Pub-
lic Works Department
(PWD), PWD Bridge Division,
Madhya Pradesh Road Devel-
opment Corporation
(MPRDC), Project Implemen-
tation Unit (PIU), and the
PWD Simhastha Division for
Simhastha Mahaparv-2028.
During the meeting, Singh

AKHIL BHARATIYA KALIDAS SAMAROH

he Sambhavnath Jain

Temple Trust Board, lo-
cated at Biabanni Square, Fa-
zalpura, in the presence of
the community’s Acharya,
initiated the process of re-
moving the marked portion
of the temple on Thursday.
Also present were MLA Anil
Jain Kaluheda, Mayor Mu-
kesh Tatwal, Ujjain Municipal
Corporation Speaker Kalavati
Yadav, and Commissioner
Abhilash Mishra. Using their
example, the Mayor has re-
quested devotees of other re-

Jains start removing marked portion of temple

ligious sites that have been
identified amid the ongoing

widening work to begin re-
moving the marked portions.

directed that all Mela-related
projects be executed in ac-
cordance with CM Mohan
Yadav’s vision, with special
emphasis on quality and ad-
herence to prescribed stan-

Panchnad, violin play mark
fifth cultural evening

Artiste Shrut| Adhikari from Bhopal playing ‘Panchnad’
on the fifth cultural evening of the Akhil Bharatiya
Kalidas Samaroh in Ujjain on Wednesday FP Photo

FP News Service

UJJAIN

Under the series of cultural
presentations at the week-long
67th Akhil Bharatiya Kalidas
Samaorh, artiste Shruti Adhi-
kari from Bhopal played
‘Panchnad’. The second pres-
entation was of Durga Sharma
Krishnan, Bengaluru, who
played the violin.

MP Anil Firojiya was the
chief guest, Nitin Garud, Sec-
retary Madhav Seva Nyas, Uj-
jain, was the special guest,
while Mukesh Tatwal, Mayor,
Ujjain, presided over the pro-
gramme. Pratibha Sahu con-
ducted it and Anil Barod gave
the vote of thanks.

Poetry conference

As part of the Regional Lan-
guage Poetry Conference,
poets recited their work
centred on Kalidas. Nine poets
from various regions of the
country recited poetry in lan-
guages such as Malvi, Nimar,
Bundelkhandi, Awadhi, and
Bhojpuri. Shiv Chaurasia,
Srinivas Shukla, Dr Rajesh
Rawal, Ashok Nagar, Vijay
Sharma, Ram Bhadawar, Sat-
vik Neeldeep, Suman Dubey,

and Rameshchandra recited
their poems. Litterateur Dr
Harimohan Budholiya was the
chief guest, and Sarpat Sadal-
puri from Sadalpur was the
president; and Suryapal Singh,
author of Kerala Story from
Dhar, was the special guest. Dr
Mahendra Pandya and Dinesh
Nigam conducted the pro-
gramme, and the vote of
thanks was given by Sandeep
Nagar.

Closing ceremony

The closing ceremony of
the samaroh will be held at 4
pm. Gautam Tetwal, Minister
of Technical Education, Skill
Development and Employ-
ment (Skill Development and
Employment only), Minister
in Charge, Ujjain, will be the
chief guest. UMC Speaker Ka-
lawati Yadav will be the
special guest. Prof Arpan
Bhardwaj, Vice Chancellor,
Samrat Vikramaditya Vish-
wavidyalaya, will preside over
the ceremony. At 6.30 pm,
classical singing will be done
by Divya Sharma (Jagir),
Morena, and folk singing by
Premsingh Depalpuriya, Sar-
angpur.

dards. He instructed officials
to ensure the timely comple-
tion of all works, strict com-
pliance with safety norms,
and the prevention of any ac-
cidents during construction.

Train runs over
man's leg, severs it

FP News Service
UJJAIN

A man lost aleg when he was
robbed, assaulted, and
thrown onto the tracks
where a train ran over his
limb on Wednesday evening
under the Zero Point Bridge.
The incident occurred
around 7 pm. Lakhan (33),
son of Mangilal Chauhan,
who is undergoing treat-
ment at the Government
Charak Hospital, said he is a
resident of Palduna and
works as a construction
worker at a Dhancha Bha-
wan in Ujjain.

He temporarily resides at
a Dewasgate inn. He was re-
turning home with food
when three or four mis-
creants accosted him under
the Zero Point Bridge and
tried to snatch his money.

He further directed that
proper spaces for rickshaw
stands be designated along
the constructed roads to facili-
tate smooth traffic flow.
Expressing  displeasure

YOUTH FESTIVA

www.freepressjournal.in

over negligence in assigned
duties, Singh issued instruc-
tions to serve a show-cause
notice to the General Manager
of MPRDC, responsible for the
Ujjain-Indore six-lane project.
He reiterated that safety
measures must be strictly fol-
lowed in all ongoing devel-
opment works.

Additional Commissioner
Ratnakar Jha, Collector Rau-
shan Kumar Singh, and of-
ficers from various concerned
departments attended the
meeting. The Collector in-
structed all officials to ensure
that every project is carried
out in accordance with the
master plan. During the
meeting, departmental of-
ficers presented detailed
progress reports on the vari-
ous construction activities
underway.

BKS to launch
indefinite
protest from
Nov 18

FP News Service
UJJAIN

Expressing dissatisfaction
over the state government’s
alleged silence over con-
struction on agricultural
land, the Bharatiya Kisan
Sangh (BKS) is set to submit
memorandums at all dis-
trict headquarters across
the Malwa region on No-
vember 10. This will be fol-
lowed by an indefinite
‘Ghera Dalo, Dera Dalo
protest in Ujjain from No-
vember 18.

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Thursday,
BKS state president Kamal
Singh Aanjana said that
during the ‘Ghera Dalo,
Dera Dalo0 movement,
farmer families will sur-
round the administrative
complex in Ujjain, where
they will stay until the law
is withdrawn.

Teams from GGPGC, SVVU
dominate six cultural competitions

FP News Service
UJJAIN
The two-day district-level Youth
Festival competitions were held
at the Government Girls Post-
graduate College (GGPGC). The
competitions included Western
solo singing, Western group
singing, classical solo percussion,
classical solo percussion, classical
solo dance, and folk group dance.
In the Western solo singing
competition, Shubhra Goswami
of GGPGC won first place, and
Anjali Verma of Samrat Vikra-
maditya Vishwavidyalaya (SVVU)
won second place. In the West-
ern group singing competition,
the team from SVVU won first
place, and the team from GGPGC
won second place. Harsh Dash-

The |nd|V|duaI winners and members of winning teams
with the guests FP Photo

lania of SVVU won first place in
classical solo percussion, and
Mudit Devlekar, Government
Madhav Postgraduate PM Shri
College, won second place. Har-
shita Sharma of GGPGC won first
place in classical solo percussion.

In the classical solo dance
competition, Aishwarya Sharma
of GGPGC secured first place and
Pashvi Acharya of SVVU secured
second place. In the folk song

group dance competition, the
SVVU team secured first place,
and the GGPGC team secured
second place. The certificates
were distributed to the winners
by SVVU Vice-Chancellor Prof
Arpan Bhardwaj and GGPGC
Principal Dr Prashant Puranik.
The competition was conducted
by Ravi Kumar Pandole and the
vote of thanks was given by Dr
Varsha Agrawal.

Literary competitions, science fair
to be part of Nov 10 Youth Festival

FP News Service

UJJAIN

Under the 29th National
Youth Festival 2026, the De-
partment of Sports and
Youth Welfare will organise
a District-level Youth Festi-
val here on November 10
based on the themes of ‘Cul-
ture and Innovation’. The
festival will feature com-
petitions in poetry writing,
story writing, and painting
on the themes of ‘Drug-free

Youth’ or ‘Healthy Lifestyle
for Youth’.

A science fair will also be
held under the innovation
theme, focusing on diverse
areas such as biotechnology,
robotics, artificial intelli-
gence, renewable energy,
environmental conser-
vation, healthcare technol-
ogy, and digital solutions.
These events will com-
mence at 11 am at Govern-
ment Madhav Science
College, Dewas Road.

Simultaneously, competi-
tions in elocution, group
folk dance, and group folk
song will be held from 11.30
am at the Police Commu-
nity Hall, Dewas Road.
Winners securing first and
second positions in poetry
writing, story writing, and
painting at the district level
will represent Ujjain district
at the Divisional-level Youth
Festival to be held on No-
vember 14 at Madhav
Science College.

Woman dies in
hospital; husband

suspects foul play

UJJAIN: A woman died under
suspicious circumstances in
the Chimanganj Mandi police
station area. She had been
missing from her home since
Tueday and was dropped off
by Dial 112 in an injured state.
Rachna (35), wife of Harban
Yadav, a resident of St Paul
School, died late Wednesday
night while undergoing treat-
ment at the Government
Charak Hospital. On Thursday
morning, Harban reported
that his wife was an alcoholic.

mhow/dewas

10 workers injured in Signature
Landmark Colony roof collapse

FP News Service
DEPALPUR (MHOW)

During construction, the roof
of the entrance gate of a colony
on Goutampura Road col-
lapsed on Thursday afternoon,
leaving ten workers injured,
four of them in a critical con-
dition. The accident occurred
at the Signature Landmark
Colony.

The victims have been
identified as: Ajay (18), Dham-
nod, Baddo Singh (21), Damoh,
Mithun (22), Bansilal (24), and
Maniram (45) from Chhind-
wara, Sohail Khan (23), Karan
(32), Jagdish (40), and Rajesh
(27) from Indore, and Vinay
(30) from Dhar.

They all have been admitted
to a private hospital.

The roof collapse is under

investigation. The incident oc-
curred while concrete was
being poured simultaneously
for the gate and the slab, caus-
ing the supporting pipes to
buckle under the load.

The colony is being devel-
oped by Saifi Construction
(Gujarat) under Zubair Saifi's
direction. Plots are being sold
by Hani Jain and associates of

Jam Social Group. Locals al-
lege safety norms were ig-
nored, as the colony is built on
uneven, clay soil near a
pond.The site manager fled the
scene upon seeing cameras.
Police have registered a case
against the coloniser and con-
tractor, and an investigation is
ongoing, said Station House
Officer Ranjit Singh Bhavel.

IMA honours senior
doctors at annual

celebration

Mhow : The Indian Medical As-
sociation (IMA) Mhow branch
celebrated its annual function by
honouring senior doctors who
have served the community for
over 40 years. The event, held at
a local private garden, recogni-
sed the contributions of Dr Sus-
hil Solanki, Dr Anil Nakra, Dr
Neerja Singh, and Dr J. Gupta.
IMA officials and members
presented shawls, fruits, and
mementoes to them. IMA Presi-
dent Dr Rahul Mewada and Sec-
retary Dr Vimal Saxena praised
the doctors' long-standing ser-
vice to Mhow tehsil.

Dewas div team leaves for

FP News Service

DEWAS

The divisional team for the
state-level school Mini Golf
Championship was ceremo-
niously flagged off from Pad-
maja  School premises on
Thursday. The championship is
scheduled from November 7 to
11 in Indore.

A special programme was
organised to extend best wishes
to the selected players repre-
senting the Ujjain Division. The
girls’ team has Kanak Jain, Ka-
runa Malviya, Vaishnavi Ban-
sod, Aditi ~ Gopnarayan,
Riddhima Rathore, and Har-
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shita Panwar. The boys' team
comprises Naitik Jain, Vansh
Rajore, Amarnath Sharma, Ka-
valjeet Singh, and Agnya Bhana.

During the event, players
who had earlier participated in
the national-level champion-
ship in Nagpur were felicitated
and presented with sports kits.

Dewas district mini golf as-
sociation president Swapnil
Jain, secretary Anil Srivastava,
principal Dr Komal Jain, treas-
urer Bharat Verma, Rajeev Sri-
vastava, Ragini = Chauhan,
coaches Nidhi Savner, Shashi-
kant Nakswal, and Vikas Desh-
mukh extended their best
wishes to the team.

22-yr-old drowns at Bamaniyakund waterfall

FP News Service

MHOW

A young man drowned at the
Bamaniyakund waterfall on
Wednesday afternoon. The 22-
year-old, Naitik Umesh Bair-
agi, a Shujalpur resident, was
part of a small group visiting
the popular waterfall site of
Mhow tehsil. However, strong
undercurrents swept Naitik
away while he was wading in
the shallow pools. Despite
frantic rescue efforts by com-
panions and nearby villagers,

he could not be located. The
body was recovered later that
evening by a team from the
Badgonda police station.

SHO Prakash Waskale of
Badgonda police station ad-
dressed media personnel late

Wednesday, confirming the
details. “We received the dis-
tress call around 3.30 pm, and
our team rushed to the scene
immediately;” he said. The po-
lice have registered a case
under accidental death provi-
sions, and a post-mortem
examination will be done on
Thursday.

Naitik, the only son of
Umesh Bairagi, a local farmer,
and his homemaker wife, was
pursuing his second year in a
B Tech course at Medicaps
University.

528 cartons of illicit liquor worth Rs 45L seized

FP News Service
MHOW
As many as 528 cartons of il-
licit liquor, worth approxi-
mately Rs 45 lakh, were seized
from an Eicher vehicle while it
was being transported hidden
under straw and animal feed.
Under the guidance of Dep-
uty Commissioner, Excise,
Division Indore, Sanjay Tiwari
and Assistant Excise Commis-
sioner, District Dhar, Raj Na-
rayan Soni, under the
leadership of Assistant District

Excise Officer Nagendra Singh
Jadaun, an Eicher vehicle
loaded with illicit liquor was
caught on a tip-off. A total of
approximately 5,166 bulk litres
of liquor was seized and a case

was registered against the ac-
cused driver Hafiz, son of Is-
mail, resident of Haryana,
under sections 34(1)(a) and
34(2) of the MP Excise Act,
1915.
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CP tells schools, bus

operators to follow
safety norms

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Police commissioner San-
tosh Kumar Singh held a
meeting with school auth-
orities and bus operators on
Thursday to discuss safe
transport for students and to
prevent road accidents in
the city.

He said that safety of stu-
dents and the public was the
top priority and shared re-
sponsibility of everyone. He
urged all schools and bus
operators to follow the Su-
preme Court’s safety guide-
lines and ensure complete
compliance.

During the meeting, Singh
said that all school buses
must have GPS tracking sys-
tems and CCTV cameras.
Each bus must have a speed
governor to limit the speed
to 40 km/hour. He said that
every bus must carry fire ex-
tinguishers, a first-aid box
and other emergency tools.
Each bus must have at least
one emergency exit gate.
Only fit and well-maintained
buses should be used for stu-
dents’ transport. Drivers
must have a valid heavy ve-

hicle license and its validity
should be checked regularly.
Drivers must undergo regu-
lar health and eye check-ups
and receive proper training.
Police verification of all
drivers and conductors must
be done to ensure they had
no criminal background and
did not drive under the in-
fluence of alcohol or drugs.

Singh asked everyone to
follow these rules respon-
sibly and cooperate with the
authorities.

A checklist was prepared
by the traffic police for
schools and bus operators,
listing safety standards. All
schools received this check-
list and submitted an under-
taking to follow the rules.

Singh also warned that
the traffic police would soon
start an awareness and in-
spection campaign for
school bus safety. Strict legal
action would be taken
against operators who did
not follow safety rules or
failed to meet standards.
School authorities and bus
operators present in the
meeting promised full coop-
eration in ensuring safe
travel for students.

‘Prepare action

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Divisional commissioner Dr.
Sudam Khade has instructed
all collectors of Indore divi-
sion to prepare an action
plan for improvement in the
quality of education in their
districts and ensure its effec-
tive implementation. He di-
rected that drop-out
children be identified, their
parents be contacted and
they be reintegrated into
school.

He emphasized that
special attention should be
paid to each drop-out case.

Dr. Khade was addressing
a meeting of district collec-
tors of the division in his of-
fice on Thursday.

CEOs of the district pan-
chayats along with divisional
officers from various depart-
ments were also present in

the meeting. He conducted a
district-wise review of vari-
ous government schemes,

programmes, campaigns
and other developmental ac-
tivities.

Dr. Khade reviewed the
activities of the education
department at the divisional
level. The situation regard-
ing admissions and drop-
outs from classes 1 to 12 was
discussed.

plan
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SIR ROLLOUT hits roadblock as
voters struggle to trace 2003 cards

ECI director sore at lack
of mapping on BLO app

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of voter lists has
left residents and Booth
Level Officers scrambling, as
thousands fail to trace 2003
voter records, a key require-
ment in the current verifi-
cation process. The issue is
sharper in colonies built
after 2003 and among voters
who moved to Bhopal or
turned 18 after that year.

Boundary changes follow-
ing delimitation and re-
named assembly segments
have added to the disorder,
making old records harder
to match with present elec-
toral lists.

In Sanjeev Nagar Colony
near Central Jail, BLO Aarti
Shastri is working to verify
1,300 voters. Many homes re-
main locked, and many resi-
dents, she says, cannot locate
their 2003 Electors Photo
Identity Card numbers.
“People are finding it very
difficult to trace numbers
from 2003,” she said.

The guidelines require
voters to produce their 2003
EPIC number. Those who
were minors they must pro-
vide EPIC details of parents
or siblings. This has created
another  barrier. Many
families say they never pre-
served voter cards of par-
ents, especially those who
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BLO verifies voters’ list under SIR in Bhopal on Thursday

died years ago. “Who keeps
the voter cards of dead par-
ents?” asked one BLO.
Failure to provide old
EPIC details could lead to
names being struck off the
voter rolls, a possibility that
has sparked worry in neigh-
bourhoods across the city.
The pressure is even greater
on residents who settled in
Bhopal after 2003, including

those who migrated from
other districts or states.
They are asked to submit
proof of voter enrollment
from their earlier address, a
demand many say is nearly
impossible to meet after two
decades.

Not all field officers report
the same experience. Lakhe-
rapura BLO Abdul Haleem
Ansari said he distributed 30

forms in four homes without
facing resistance. “My mo-
bile number is on the form. I
asked them to call me when
it is filled,” he said. Anand
Wani, another BLO, ob-
served that most issues are
being reported by staff
handling the task for the first
time.

Some residents said the
process was clear but time-
bound. Lalit Shrivastava, a
resident of E-2 Sector, Arera
Colony, said the BLO de-
livered the form and sched-
uled a return visit. “I have to
fill it. The BLO will collect it
in four days,” he said.

BLO Anupama, ward no.
38, Narela, said that enu-
meration forms for many
booths were yet to be
printed. “So, we are making
people aware about the SIR
and its process. We are also
showing them videos on
YouTube regarding this.”

The process

Under SIR exercise, BLOs
are visiting homes to hand
out pre-printed Enumer-
ation Forms in two copies
for each voter. Residents
must paste photographs and
complete both copies. One
copy is collected by the BLO,
the second is retained by the
voter as proof of submission.
The revision drive started on
November 4 and will con-
tinue until December 4.

The meeting also re-
viewed the board exam re-
sults for the year 2024-25. It
was reported that the results
in the class 10 board exam
had improved in all districts
of the division in 2025 com-
pared to 2024, with an in-
crease in the number of
students passing. In the class
12 board exam, there was a
decrease of 1.97 percent in
Indore and 8.97 percent in

Naughty Boy takes his final
bow, leaves copsin t

FP News Service

UJJAIN

The Ujjain Police Mounted
Unit mourned the loss of its
pride and devoted service
horse, Naughty Boy (aged 30
years, 9 months, and 5 days),
who passed away here on
Thursday. During his long and
distinguished service,
Naughty Boy brought im-
mense honour to the Police
Department and the city of
Ujjain, winning  several
medals, including gold
medals, at National and All
India Horse Jumping Com-
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Known for his dedication,
discipline, and exceptional
performance, Naughty Boy re-
mained one of the most
trusted and skilled horses in
the police force. Upon receiv-
ing the news of his demise, SP
Pradeep Sharma visited the
Police Lines at Nagjhiri and
paid a heartfelt tribute to the
departed horse. Subsequently,
members of the Mounted Unit
rendered a Guard of Honour
to Naughty Boy, with all team
members and police person-
nel participating with solemn
reverence.

Alirajpur, while results in
other districts had im-
proved.

Dr. Khade instructed offi-

to improve quality of edu’

cials to regularly inspect
classrooms and continuously
improve the quality of teach-
ing. He said that special
classes should be organized
with the help of expert
teachers from the private
sector as needed.

Dr. Khade also reviewed
the Rashtriya Madhyamik
Shiksha Abhiyan and Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan. He in-
quired about the status of
scholarship distribution and
directed that regular reviews
be conducted to ensure that
no student was deprived of
scholarship.
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ECI director Shurbhra Saxena addresses a meeting
on SIR at collectorate on Thursday. Collector
Kaushelendra Vikram Singh also present

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

Election Commission of
India director Shubhra-
Saxena expresseddispleas-
ure over the lack of mapping
on the BLO app and directed
the booth level officers
(BLOs) to upload online data
on the app promptly, in a
meeting here on Thursday.
Saxenareviewed the pre-
parationsand progress of the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) workand made field vi-
sits to assess the ground
reality of the work. She also
directed the collector and
the municipal commissioner
to jointly carry out the SIR
work with the BLOs in ur-

banareas and  further
strengthen the help desk at
the municipalcorporation
office. She said that Bhopal
district must present a
model to the nation byper-
forming excellent work in
the SIR. She urged all elec-
toral registration officers
(EROs) and BLOs to work
diligently toensure that the
SIR model developed in the
state capital was exemplary
forthe entire state. The elec-
toral registration officers, as-
sistant electoral registration
officers and booth level of-
ficers claimed that due to
training, they were not
facingany problems in the
Special Intensive Revision
work.

Agrawal building ‘Annakshetra’ in Ayodhya

Agency/ Indore

City-based industrialist, social
worker and philanthropist
Vinod Agrawal is building a
grand dining hall (Annak-
shetra’) and Satsang Bhawan for
devotees visiting the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya.

Agrawal said that the project
was about to be completed and
its inauguration was likely to be
held next month. Agrawal is
also building a dining hall in the
famous Annapurna Temple of
the city, bhoomi pujan of which
was performed on Wednesday.

Agrawal has also built an An-
nakshetra’ for devotees visiting
the Mahakal Temple in Ujjain,
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which has been running for the
past nearly two years.

“Very close to the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya, a huge
Vishwa Hindu Parishad project
is coming up. Within that pro-
ject, an ‘Annakshetra’ and an
air-conditioned Satsang Bha-
wan are being constructed on
an area of approximately 25,000
sq feet. Around 700-800 people
can sit and eat together in that
‘Annakshetra’ at a time and
around 8000 to 10,000 people
can eat inside the Annakshetra

in a single day,” Agrawal said.
“The Prime Minister is
coming to Ayodhya on Novem-
ber 25 as the final work on the
Ram Temple is being com-
pleted. So initially, we were
thinking of inaugurating the
‘Annakshetra’ and Satsang Bha-
wan around November 24 as
UP CM Yogi Adityanath and the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
chief will also be there but since
some work is still pending, the
inauguration will be held in De-
cember;” the industrialist said.
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EC must inquire
and not evade

[ l hether what Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi
detonated on Wednesday was a hydrogen bomb or some
other kind, he succeeded in convincing many that the
Haryana Assembly elections were far from free and fair.
His central claim—that as many as 25 lakh fake voters
were created through a centralised “Operation Sarkar
Chori’—cannot be brushed aside merely as political the-
atrics, especially when accompanied by concrete evi-
dence and verifiable examples that demand close
examination by independent authorities. According to
Gandhi, despite all the ground reports and exit polls pre-
dicting a comfortable Congress victory, the party lost by
a wafer-thin margin, with less than 25,000 votes separ-
ating it from the BJP. He has produced data to show that
124,177 voters had identical photographs, some appearing
223 times under different names, and that a foreign
models picture was allegedly used on voter identity cards
in multiple constituencies. The scale of duplication he de-
scribes—more than five lakh duplicate voters—is stag-
gering enough to merit immediate investigation.

This is not the first time Gandhi has accused the Election
Commission (EC) of failing to ensure free and fair elections.
He had earlier ex-

posed what he called | 7€ ECmust act—
the “fake voter scam” | %ot to please any

in Bengaluru's Maha-

devpura constituency, | ¥ arty, but to

where thousands of | preserve the
fictitious voters were ;

added to the voters’ san.ctzty of the'UOte’
roll. On that occasion | Which alone gives
too, instead of promis- § Jegitimacy to those
ing to look into the ,
issue, the EC chose to | Who govern India

deflect the charge by ask-

ing him to file a sworn affidavit. Such bureaucratic re-
sponses do little to enhance public confidence in an
institution once regarded as the gold standard of electoral
integrity and impartial supervision. The EC's reaction this
time—that Gandhi’s allegations are “unfounded” and that
no appeals were filed against the electoral rolls—sounds
unconvincing. The fact that political parties are expected
to raise objections during the revision of rolls cannot ab-
solve the Commission of its constitutional responsibility to
guarantee the accuracy and fairness of the electoral pro-
cess. Gandhi has pointed out that the final voter list often
comes too late for meaningful scrutiny, leaving little room
for objections or corrections.

A senior BJP leader in Kerala recently boasted that his
party could “manipulate” votes and win seats. While that
may have been an offhand remark, it underscores the
growing perception that the electoral system is increas-
ingly vulnerable to misuse of technology and political in-
fluence. The EC’s credibility rests not on denial but on
transparent action and demonstrable fairness in its func-
tioning. At stake is not merely the result of one state elec-
tion, but the very faith of citizens in the democratic
process. When the Leader of Opposition levels such seri-
ous, data-backed charges, the honourable response is not
evasion but inquiry. The EC must act—not to please any
party, but to preserve the sanctity of the vote, which alone
gives legitimacy to those who govern India.

A lesson for
Trump from NY

]-;1e results of the recent elections in the United States

are a body blow to President Donald Trump. Though
these were not nationwide contests, they reveal unmis-
takable trends that spell trouble for the incumbent. His
once-formidable popularity has already hit rock bottom,
a recent study found. Rarely in American history has a
sitting president seen such a steep erosion of public sup-
port in just nine months. When Trump returned to
power, voters under 30 were marginally in his favour, giv-
ing him a net approval rating of +3. Today, that figure
stands at a staggering —40. His approval has dropped
sharply in every state except Idaho. The message from
the electorate is clear: the grand promises of prosperity
and economic revival have lost their charm.

Trump came to office promising that incomes would
“skyrocket”, inflation would “vanish completely”, jobs
would “come roaring back”, and the middle class would
“prosper like never, ever before”. The reality, however, has
been starkly different. The cost of living has soared, in-
flation has persisted, and job creation has fallen far short
of his assurances. His aggressive tariff wars have antag-
onised not just trading partners abroad but also Ameri-
can farmers, manufacturers, and consumers who have
borne the brunt of rising prices. Even his populist pos-
turing on immigration and “America First” rhetoric have
begun to wear thin, as people realise they have yielded
more division than development. The results underline
how deep this disillusionment runs. In Virginia and New
Jersey, Democrats registered easy victories, with moder-
ate candidates cruising to power. In New York, Trump’s
indirect campaign tactics—including veiled threats that
the federal government would not underwrite state de-
velopment costs—backfired spectacularly. His béte noire,
Zohran Mamdani, won over half the votes, while the Re-
publican nominee was reduced to a humiliating single-
digit share. The rebuke was loud and unmistakable—
voters are tired of bluster without results.

The results also highlight the growing influence of
Americans of Indian and other immigrant origins in
shaping the nation’s political future. Filmmaker Mira
Nair’s son, Zohran Mamdani, captured the New York
mayoralty. Ghazala Hashmi became Virginia’s lieutenant
governor, and Aftab Pureval secured a second term as
mayor of Cincinnati. Their victories reaffirm America’s
identity as a nation of immigrants—one that rewards tal-
ent, hard work, and inclusivity over divisive rhetoric.
Trump’s argument that his name was not on the ballot is
unlikely to convince even his own supporters. The writ-
ing on the wall is clear: his hold over the electorate is
weakening fast. The midterm elections next year will
provide a more decisive verdict, but even a straw in the
wind shows which way it is blowing. For now, that wind
is blowing hard—and cold—against Donald Trump.

Unltered

Deepak Sanchety

e Income Tax Appel-
late Tribunals recent
ruling in Maharishi
Education  Corpor-

ation (P) Ltd. vs ITO (Delhi Bench, SMC)
may seem, at first glance, like an obscure
dispute about how a particular section of
the Income-tax Act applies to a company.
But in reality, the decision—if allowed to
stand—has the potential to unsettle the
entire structure of India’s concessional tax
regimes, distort the interpretation of
special rate provisions, and reopen crores
of completed assessments.

At the heart of the controversy lies a
deceptively simple phrase: “subject to the
provisions of this Chapter” These six
words, appearing at the very start of Sec-
tion 115BAA of the Income-tax Act, 1961,
embody the delicate legislative balance
that governs the concessional corporate
tax regime introduced in 2019. The Tribu-
nals failure to give meaning to this phrase
has resulted in an interpretation that is
legally untenable and fiscally perilous.

The Background: In September 2019,
the government introduced Section
115BAA to provide domestic companies
an option to pay income tax at a conces-
sional rate of 22 per cent (plus surcharge
and cess), in exchange for giving up spec-
ified exemptions and deductions. This
move was part of a larger strategy to make
India’s corporate tax regime globally com-
petitive, attract investment, and simplify
compliance.

Section 115BAA was carefully drafted.

Comment

It begins with the non-obstante clause
“Notwithstanding anything contained in
this Act”, signifying that it overrides other
provisions of the Income-tax Act. But,
crucially, it also contains the qualifying
words “subject to the provisions of this
Chapter”. The section is housed in
Chapter XII, which deals with “Deter-
mination of tax in certain special cases.”
This Chapter includes a range of special-
rate provisions—such as Section 115BB
(tax on lottery winnings), Section 115BBE
(tax on unexplained income), and Section
115BBH (tax on income from virtual digi-
tal assets), among others.

In simple terms, the legislative intent is
clear: the concessional corporate rate
under Section 115BAA applies to the com-
pany’s regular income, but incomes that
are separately taxed under special provi-
sions continue to attract their respective
rates. The phrase “subject to the provi-
sions of this Chapter” ensures that these
special-rate sections retain precedence
over the general concessional rate.

What the ITAT Held and Why It’s
Wrong: In Maharishi Education Corpor-
ation (P) Ltd. vs ITO, the Delhi Bench
(SMC) of the ITAT held that Section
115BAA overrides all other provisions of
the Income-tax Act and that its operation
is not controlled by any other section, in-
cluding those within Chapter XII. In effect,
the Tribunal treated the concessional rate
as a blanket override—making it appli-
cable even to incomes that are subject to
special tax rates. This reasoning flies in the

ALICHOUGULE

he intensive revi-

sion of electoral

rolls is nothing

new in India.

The exercise has been carried out
eight times in the past. But never
was there a suspicion or contro-
versy over its intent and procedu-
ral inconsistencies. Neither has the
Election Commission of India (EC)
been accused of being so grossly
biased towards any political party
as it is being alleged now. We have
heard about booth capturing in
the olden days, but never of seri-
ous allegations of meticulously
planned large-scale voter fraud
across India, as Leader of Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi has claimed.
The grave charges raised against
the EC by Rahul relating to “vote
theft” in the Haryana election on
Wednesday and in the Mahad-
evapura constituency earlier in
August, as well as the various alle-
gations of a rigged process
adopted for conducting the Bihar
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
voter lists, have raised serious
questions about the EC's integrity.
The credibility of an electoral
system is dependent solely on it
being seen as fair by all, including
the loser. Given the lack of trust in
the EC’s impartiality and actions,
and Rahul’s allegations of voter list
manipulation, it is not surprising
that the hasty SIR of electoral rolls
in Bihar, carried out amid several
procedural inconsistencies and
allegations of targeted mass dele-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

tion of genuine voters, evoked
more suspicion than confidence in
the “clean-up” exercise. As the
electoral system remains mired in
distrust over the integrity of the
process, the Bihar SIR kicked up
such a political storm over its hur-
ried implementation that the Su-
preme Court (SC) was called in to
intervene in the matter. Though
the apex court’s intervention ad-
dressed some of the shortcomings
and corrected lapses of the con-
tentious “purification” exercise,
the outcome has been far from sat-
isfactory.

The serious concerns raised by
the Opposition over the second
phase of the ongoing SIR in 12
states and union territories, there-
fore, need to be seen in this con-
text. In Uttar Pradesh, the SIR has
sparked a political row, with the
Samajwadi Party alleging caste-
based appointment of officials
conducting the intensive revision
of electoral rolls, while the Con-
gress has questioned the timing of
a major bureaucratic reshuffle in
the state just after the process
began. In West Bengal, Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee led a mass-
ive protest march in Kolkata on
November 4 against the contro-
versial SIR, which she has equated
with the National Register of
Citizens. Other states, such as
Tamil Nadu and Kerala, have also
opposed and criticised it as a move
to disenfranchise large sections of
people.

face of both legislative intent and funda-
mental principles of statutory interpre-
tation.

First, it nullifies the phrase “subject to
the provisions of this Chapter”. A statute
must be interpreted in a way that gives ef-
fect to every word the legislature has
chosen. Courts have repeatedly held that
no part of a statute should be rendered
meaningless or redundant. By treating
Section 115BAA as an all-powerful provi-
sion overriding even those within its own
Chapter, the Tribunal has effectively
erased the words “subject to”, an interpre-
tive approach that cannot be sustained in
law.

Second, the Tribunals reading mis-
applies the interplay between the “not-
withstanding” and “subject to” clauses.
The former gives an overriding effect vis-
a-vis the rest of the Act, while the latter li-
mits that override in relation to provisions
within the same Chapter. When both ap-
pear together, courts must reconcile them
harmoniously—giving priority to the
“subject to” clause where the two conflict.
This ensures internal consistency within
the Chapter. The ITAT, however, has
treated the “notwithstanding” clause as
absolute, ignoring the internal limitation
deliberately built into the provision.

Third, the judgement disregards the
broader legislative scheme of Chapter XII.
This Chapter contains specific charging
provisions prescribing distinct tax rates
for certain categories of income. Each of
these sections represents a self-contained

The ruling DMK and its allies,
including the Congress and left
parties in Tamil Nadu, have ap-
proached the SC challenging the
SIR of the state’s electoral rolls, as
the ECI has not accepted the state
government’s request to schedule
it in Tamil Nadu after the 2026 as-
sembly election is over. Terming it
a case of “constitutional overreach”
and a move that could lead to
large-scale disenfranchisement of
voters, the petition, filed by the
DMK under Article 32, contends
that the SIR lacks statutory force
and legal basis under Article 324,
which operates only in areas unoc-
cupied by legislation, and there-
fore cannot supplant the existing
statutory framework under the
Representation of the People Act,
1951, and the Registration of Elec-
tors Rules, 1960.

While concerns and fears per-
sist over round two of the SIR, the
EC’s recent statements and ac-
tions, far from buttressing public
trust and enhancing transparency
in the process, have raised more
queries than silenced its critics.
Trust in the electoral system is
foundational to representative
democracy. However, the ECs
neutrality, efficiency, and open-
ness to address grievances of the
voters and the Opposition satisfac-
torily are constantly tested on sev-
eral counts. Be it the preparation
of voter lists, scheduling of elec-
tions, enforcement of the model
code or the counting process, the
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code for that particular type of income.
Reading Section 115BAA as overriding
these provisions upsets the entire archi-
tecture of the Chapter and leads to an ab-
surd consequence: that a company taxed
under Section 115BAA could pay 22 per
cent even on lottery winnings, unex-
plained income, or crypto profits, which
Parliament has expressly decided to tax at
much higher rates.

A Ripple That Could Become a
Storm: The implications of the Maharishi
ruling are far-reaching. If taken at face
value, the decision means that any com-
pany opting for the concessional tax re-
gime under Section 115BAA could claim
exemption from the special-rate provi-
sions. For instance, Section 115BB taxes
lottery or race winnings at 30 per cent;
Section 115BBE taxes unexplained income
at 60 per cent; and Section 115BBH taxes
income from virtual digital assets at 30
per cent. The Tribunals interpretation
would allow all such income to be taxed
at just 22 per cent, undercutting the very
purpose of these provisions and causing
substantial revenue loss.

Even more alarming is the precedent
this sets for individual taxpayers. Section
115BAC—the optional concessional re-
gime for individuals and Hindu Undi-
vided Families—uses language almost
identical to Section 115BAA. If the ITAT’s
logic were extended to individuals, an in-
dividual who opts for the concessional
slab rates under Section 115BAC could
similarly claim that special rates on lot-

EC stands charged on each of
these counts and has refused to
come clean on multiple com-
plaints, including those related to
EVMs and VVPATSs.

Democratic rights activists are
of the view that the election pro-
cess is not just a subject of under-
standing and negotiation between
the EC and the political parties.
While the latter have a role to play,
the real issue is to ensure that the
voters at large are also reassured of
the integrity of the electoral sys-
tem. The Bihar SIR was carried out
amid friction, apprehensions, and
trust deficits, which cast a shadow
of suspicion and anxiety over the
process and outcome. In Bihar, the
SIR saw a deletion of 47 lakh
voters, but the EC has not pro-
vided reasons for these deletions.
The EC has also not provided de-
tails of foreign nationals removed
from the electoral rolls of Bihar
after the revision, though it is one
of the justifications for carrying
out the purification exercise. The
same grievances and questions
have been raised while the second
phase of the clean-up exercise is
on.

The Election Commission has
said that SIR-2 is different in some
respects; it has a longer notice
period for hearing and verifying
details and has new fields featur-
ing on the enumeration forms
with Aadhaar as one of the sup-
porting documents, though it is
only a proof of identity and not

From concession to confusion:
The ITAT s Maharishiruling

By treating Sec 115BAA as all-powerful provision overriding even those
within its own Chapter, the Tribunal has erased the words “subject to”

teries, crypto gains, or unexplained in-
come do not apply to them. This could
unleash a wave of interpretive chaos and
litigation across all categories of taxpayers.

The risk is not merely theoretical. Once
ajudicial pronouncement of this nature is
reported, assessing officers and taxpayers
are likely to take divergent positions in on-
going and future assessments. The possi-
bility of rectifications, appeals, or even
reassessment proceedings cannot be
ruled out. What began as a narrow inter-
pretive issue could soon snowball into an
administrative crisis.

The Need for Immediate Clarifica-
tion: The Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) cannot afford to let this ambiguity
fester. The Board has the authority to issue
clarificatory circulars to ensure uniform
application of the law.

An immediate circular clarifying that
Section 115BAA is subject to other provi-
sions of Chapter XII and that special-rate
sections continue to apply even to com-
panies opting under the concessional re-
gime is essential to prevent widespread
confusion.

Tax certainty is as important as tax
rates in shaping investor confidence.
Allowing such interpretive drift could
undermine confidence of citizens.

It is time for CBDT to act fast.

The writer is a retired IRS officer and Ex-
Chief of Surveillance at SEBI. Advisor to cor-
porates, market participants and tech
entrepreneurs.

Rahul’'s Haryana files, SIR-2,
and EC’s credibility crisis

While concerns persist over round two of the SIR, the EC’s actions and
statements, far from buttressing public trust, have raised more queries

citizenship. No documents are
required to be submitted during
house-to-house verification and
collection of forms. But the major
flaw in the exercise is that voters
must prove that they are Indian
citizens if they were not voters in
2002-2004 or are not able to fur-
nish details of a relative who was
an elector then. This makes the SIR
a citizenship test, though there is
still no clarity on the question of
whether the EC can undertake a
citizenship test. This casts a
shadow on the intent behind the
SIR, as marginalised sections of so-
ciety may not be able to comply
with documentary proof.

Under the SIR, the burden of
proof to be on the voters’ list is on
the voters. This, political activist
Yogendra Yadav says, is a funda-
mental shift in India’s architecture
of universal franchise. In his view,
any shift from state-initiated regis-
tration of voters to self-initiated
registration leads to a significant
drop in the electoral rolls, which
could lead to the exclusion of a sig-
nificant number of eligible voters
from the electoral rolls. This, ac-
cording to him, happened in Bihar,
and he fears that it may happen in
round two of the SIR. Clearly, now
the ball is in the EC's court, and it
has to come clean on various alle-
gations to reclaim its credibility.

The writer is a senior independent Mumbai-
based journalist. He tweets at
@ali_chougule
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Vote Theft
Allegations

Rahul Gandhi’s “vote
chori” campaign alleging
fake voters and EC com-
plicity in Haryana polls is
alarming. His claims—like
a Brazilian model’s photo
repeated on voter lists—
demand an impartial
probe. If true, it's a blow to
democracy; if false, it
damages public trust. Ac-
countability and transpar-
ency must prevail to
preserve faith in India’s
elections.

Tharcius S. Fernando,

Chennai

Women Decide
Bihar

The Bihar Assembly polls
show women as decisive
voters, courted with cash
promises by both camps.
Elections must focus on
governance, not give-
aways. Development, edu-
cation, and safety—not
money transfers—should
define political appeal.
Women’s voices can re-

Eviction Drive, a Big Joke

The hawker eviction drive is yet
another big joke from the BMC
stables. Just like the so-called il-

legal/unauthorised slums, they cre-

ate a monster, and then, at a later
stage, they want to destroy it, by

which time the monster has become fdg--‘"’

too big to be devoured. Thereis a
need to frame a proper policy re-
garding hawkers and slums and
other issues and enforce the rules
with sincerity. Without that, such
evictions or demolition drives have

HASAN ZAIDI

no meaning! They will remain a joke.

Get real, BMC!

Melville X. D’'Souza, Mumbai

shape Bihar’s politics if re-
spected beyond polls.
J. C. Dubey

Bowling Brilliance
Triumphs

India’s 48-run T20 win over
Australia was pure bowling
mastery. Every bowler
contributed with discipline
and intensity, unsettling
the hosts. This victory
proved India’s bowling
strength matches its bat-

ting power. Teamwork and
precision made the differ-
ence.
K. Chidanand Kumar,
Bengaluru

Rhetoric Over
Responsibility
Rahul Gandhi’s repeated
“vote theft” claims without
solid proof only weaken
credibility. Instead of pro-
tests, he should move the
Supreme Court if evidence

exists. Dragging the Army
into political debate is irre-
sponsible. Sensible leader-
ship demands restraint,
not reckless rhetoric.

Sunil Okhade, Indore

Historic New York
Win

Zohran Mamdani’s elec-
tion as New York’s first
Muslim and South Asian
mayor marks a gener-
ational shift. His progress-

ive agenda—rent relief,
student transit, wage
hikes—reflects people’s
needs. His victory symbol-
izes inclusive, accountable
leadership that connects
ideals with action.

Vijay Singh Adhikari,

Nainital

Senior Citizen
Inconvenience
IRCTC'’s rule allowing
upper berth passengers to
use lower berths for sitting
from6a.m.to 9 p.m. de-
feats the purpose of com-
fort for seniors. Elderly
passengers deserve prior-
ity use of their allotted
berths throughout the
journey. Railways should
revisit this policy immedi-
ately.

Lalit Dube, Ratlam

Legendary Duo
Reunite

Rajinikanth and Kamal
Haasan’s reunion after 46
years for Thalaivar 173 ex-
cites fans across India.
Their camaraderie, built
on respect and shared leg-

acy, promises a cinematic
milestone. This collabora-
tion celebrates friendship,
artistry, and Tamil cin-
ema’s golden spirit.
Ranganathan Sivakumar,
Chennai

Baseless Poll
Claims
Rahul Gandhi’s recurring
“vote theft” charges ap-
pear politically timed and
lack proof. If BJP truly ma-
nipulated elections, how
did it miss “400 paar” in
20247 Empty accusations
erode credibility. Focus
should return to policy, not
propaganda.

N. Mahadevan, Chennai

New York’s New
Dawn
Zohran Mamdani’s elec-
tion as New York’s first
South Asian mayor is his-
toric. His inclusive leader-
ship rekindles Nehruvian
ideals of democracy and
progress. Hope he sus-
tains this spirit in serving
the people.

Kirti Wadhawan, Kanpur
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Sampat Singh
returnsto
INLD fold

Former minister and six-
time MLA Sampat Singh
on Wednesday rejoined
the Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) and was appointed
its patron in the presence
of party chief Abhay
Chautala and state presi-
dent Ram Pal Majra. Ad-
dressing the media, Singh
said he had “wasted 16
years” after leaving INLD
to join the Congress and
later the BJP. He quit Con-
gress on November 2, al-
leging that sincere
workers were sidelined
under former CM Bhup-
inder Singh Hooda'’s domi-
nance. Singh, who joined
Congress in 2009 after 32
years with INLD, said he
had lost faith in the party’s
leadership.

—Rajesh Moudgil

KOLKATA

Spl tribute
to Ghatak
at KIFF

The 31st edition of the Kol-
kata International Film
Festival (KIFF) was inau-
gurated at Dhono Dhanno
stadium in Kolkata on
Thursday by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee. “A total
of 39 countries are partici-
pating. Filmmakers Ra-
mesh Sippy, Tilottama
Shome and Sujoy Ghosh
were present during the
inauguration. KIFF will pay
special tribute to veteran
filmmaker Ritwik Ghatak.
Six restored versions of
Ghatak’s films comprising
Meghe Dhaka Tara, Komal
Gandhar, and Subarna-
rekha are set to be
screened across various
theatres between Nov 7
and 13. —Aritra Singha

GUWAHATI

Assam CIC
resigns

Assam Chief Information
Commissioner Bhaskar
Jyoti Mahanta, whose
brother Shyamkanu has
been arrested in Zubeen
Garg's death case, on
Thursday resigned from
his post after an RTl was
filed seeking data related
to government funds given
to his younger sibling.In a
long post on Facebook,
Mahanta, also the former
DGP of Assam, an-
nounced his resignation
and said that he has al-
ready forwarded the letter
to the Governor.

VARANASI

PM to flag off

Vande Bharat
to Khajuraho

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Varanasi on
November 7-8 to flag off
the Vande Bharat Express
connecting Varanasi and
Khajuraho, linking pilgrim-
age sites like Vindhyachal
and Chitrakoot. He will
also virtually inaugurate
three other Vande Bharat
trains. After arriving in Ba-
batpur at 5pm on Friday,
Modi will review key devel-
opment projects, including
the Kashi ropeway and the
international stadium at
Ganjari. A grand welcome
has been planned at six
points along the route,
with people showering
flowers on the PM’s motor-
cade. On Saturday, he will
interact with students
aboard the train and might
visit the Kashi Vishwanath
and Kaal Bhairav temples.
-Biswajeet Banerjee

NEW DELHI
Left sweeps
JNUSU polls

In a close race with the
ABVP, Left Unity came out
on top in the Jawaharlal
Nehru University Students’
Union elections on Thurs-
day winning all four central
posts while reaffirming its
ideological

dominance on campus
politics. Left Unity won the
four main panel positions
of president, vice-presi-
dent, general secretary,
and joint secretary.

nation
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DECIBEL COUNT | Even as Bihar queued up to vote for the first phase, it was the usual political brouhaha

AFTER ‘SIR-FAROSH’ IT’S SUFFRAGE

FPJ NEWS SERVICE

ar from the election
Fcampaigns and high-

decibel claims of
political parties, the first
phase of Bihar polls on
Thursday captured both the
grit of voters and the gaps
that successive govern-
ments have failed to plug. In
Darbhanga's Kusheshwar
Asthan constituency, voters
braved flooded roads and
difficult terrains to cast
their votes, many with their
children in tow. Behind the
frustration lies a deeper
pain: the story of migration,
running like a fault line
through the region.

Entire villages depend on
sons working in Delhi, Pun-
jab or beyond. "There are a
lot of problems. Our sons go
to Delhi and Punjab to
work, and there is no one
who cares. If the govern-
ment provided some em-
ployment here, they would
stay here in the village," said
a voter.

While some voters
battled floods, others cel-
ebrated the end of a long
wait. In Munger's Bhim-
bandh, part of the Naxal-hit
Tarapur seat, residents
queued up with visible re-
lief and excitement as a pol-
ling booth had finally
returned to their village
after 20 years.

As political parties spar
over development claims
and accuse each other of
neglect, the images from
the ground in Phase 1 of
polls — drenched slippers,
makeshift brick pathways,
security personnel posted
deep inside forests — offer
a reminder that the stakes
for ordinary citizens remain
far more fundamental:

roads, safety, work, and the
basic dignity that comes
with being heard.

An elderly woman voter
showing her ink-marked
finger after casting her
vote in Begusarai on
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A se Apharan, Fse Firoti, R se Rangdari: PM

Dheeraj Kumar & agencies
BHAGALPUR
—

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday said that members
of RJD in Bihar have been
schooled in "jungle raaj pathsala”
where they learned "A se Apar-
han (abduction), F se Firoti (ran-
som), R se Rangdari (lumpen
elements)."

At a public rally in Bhagalpur,
PM Modi said, "Their school
teaches P se Parivarwaad, G se

Ghotala. RJD's kakahara is katta,
katuta, krurta, kushasan, kusans-
kar, corruption and Kushashan,"
he said.

PM Modi also recited "jungle
raaj's Kakahara" with words like
"katta, katuta, krurta, kushasan,
kusanskar."

PM Modi also termed Lalu
Yadav's family and Rahul Gan-
dhi's family the two "most cor-
rupt families," suggesting that
the amount under Mukhyaman-
tri  Mahila Rozgar Yojana
would've gone to their bank ac-
count. PM Modi also asserted
that RJD and Congress were

supporting insurgency for their
vote bank politics but his govern-
ment was committed to deport
them from the country.

"No expressway was con-
structed, no bridge built over
Kosi, no development of any
tourist circuit, no sports complex
opened, no medical college, IIT,
IIM or National Law University
opened during the jungle raj,”
he remarked, while accusing
RJD of spoiling the future of a
generation altogether. “The
youth's dreams are my resol-
ution. They can write and keep
this as my guarantee,” Modi

Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar after coming
out of a poll booth in
Patna on Thursday

b A

First-time voter Afrinin

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav with former CMs Rabri Devi
and Lalu Prasad Yadav showing their ink-marked
fingers after casting their votes during the first phase
of the Bihar Assembly elections, in Patna on Thursday.
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stated. Addressing an election
rally in Bhagalpur, Modi said that
he got the bank accounts of
women opened, while Bihar
chief minister Nitish Kumar di-

rectly  trans-
E E ferred Rs 10,000
to 14 crore of

NDA preparing to
steal votes: Priyanka

Dheeraj Kumar

PATNA

Congress leader Priyanka Gan-
dhi on Thursday accused NDA
of "preparing to steal" the as-
sembly polls in Bihar, "just like
they did in Haryana".

Addressing election rallies in
Sitamarhi and East Champaran
districts, Priyanka claimed that
the Election Commission (EC)
had colluded with the govern-
ment to "weaken the constitu-
tion and democratic rights".

"Just like they stole the en-
tire election in Haryana, they
are preparing to do the same in
Bihar by deleting 65 lakh votes
from the rolls," she said.

The Haryana assembly polls
last year were "stolen", Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi had
alleged on Wednesday, citing
electoral list data to claim that

luded with the BJP to ensure
the party's victory.

"Rahul Gandhi's fight is for
you and truth, he is fighting
the same battle that Mahatma
Gandhi once fought,” she as-
serted.

Priyanka claimed that those
who were "betraying" this
country would not be for-
gotten by the people and ac-
cused Election Commissioners
Gyanesh Kumar, Vivek Joshi
and S S Sandhu of "mocking
the Constitution and democ-
racy of India".

"If you think you will lead a
comfortable life after retire-
ment, that is not going to
happen,” she said.

She claimed that the NDA gov-
ernment would be ousted, and
replaced by a government that
would work for the poor, women
and the youth if the Bihar assem-
bly polls were conducted in a free

and fair manner.
More news on page 9

25 lakh entries were fake and
the Election Commission col-
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65% turnout
sets stage...

Stakes are high for both the
ruling NDA and the opposi-
tion INDIA bloc, with several
key leaders, including RJD's
Yadav, Deputy CMs Samrat
Choudhary and Vijay Kumar
Sinha, besides a slew of min-
isters, being among the 1,314
candidates in fray in this
phase. Stray incidents of viol-
ence, including an alleged at-
tack on Sinha's vehicle, were
reported from some areas
during the polling. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who
addressed rallies in a couple
of constituencies going to
polls in the second and final
phase, felt that the noticeably
high number of women turn-
ing up to vote was a good sign
for the NDA. "Mothers,
daughters, and sisters have
been the worst sufferers of
‘jungle raj'. Today, they seem
to have put up a fortress
around polling booths to pre-
vent the return of ‘jungle raj’,"
Modi remarked.

PM: RJD,
Cong have...

Only the NDA can ensure
that this journey towards
growth continues uninter-
rupted,” he added.

Modi said the NDA faces a
big challenge on this journey
of growth, which is the men-
ace of infiltration.

"The NDA is committed to
driving out each and every in-
filtrator from the country. But
the Congress-RJD offer them
protection, take out political
yatras in their favour and
come up with misleading nar-
ratives,"” alleged the PM in an

Mystery
womanis...

“The guy found me on In-
stagram, called me on Insta-
gram. Now, another person
who has nothing to do with
the matter, a friend of mine
from across the city, sends
me a photo. You won't believe
it. Oh man,” she said.

On her Instagram, Nery
later joked, “Wow, that’s
crazy! 'm Famous in India as
the ‘mysterious Brazilian
Model'!” The photograph in
question titled “woman
wearing blue denim jacket”
was clicked by Brazilian pho-
tographer Matheus Ferrero
in 2017. It is freely available on
stock photo websites like Un-
splash and Pexels and has
been downloaded over four
lakh times.

Parliamentary
panel angry...

Because of the annoyance
of the members of the com-
mittee, the meeting started
half an hour late. The meet-
ing could start only after Ku-
laste quelled the angry
members. Kulaste told Free
Press that DGP reached the
venue late, so some
members of the committee
got angry. There was no
issue, and the meeting was
held in a peaceful atmos-
phere, and several issues
were discussed.

Yash elected
MP Youth...

From Chhindwara and
Pandhurna, only one person
each contested forthe district
president’s post and both won
the election. A controversy
erupted about Chhindwara
president HariomRaghuwan-
shi allegedly being over

POLL OUTCRY | Party to submit memorandum to Murmu on Nov 8

Cong’s 5 cr ‘Vote Chori’
signatures to reach Prez

IANS
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thursday re-
newed its allegation of elec-
toral manipulation and “Vote
Chori”, outlining its plan to
submit a memorandum with
over 5 crore signatures to
President Droupadi Murmu
on November 8 for seeking ur-
gent corrective action.

K. C. Venugopal, General
Secretary, AICC, (Organisa-
tion), in a statement, said that
so far over 5 crore signatures
have been collected nation-
wide - a powerful testimony to
the anger, apprehension, and
deep concern among citizens
about the “naked murder of
democracy through manipu-
lative practices such as dupli-
cate voting, fake voter entries,
and fraudulent addresses in
the electoral rolls”.

Highlighting the party’s

Rahul Gandhi addresses a press conference at Indira
Bhawan, Kotla Marg, in New Delhi on Wednesday

‘Movement to defend democracy’
s part of Congress party’s nationwide movement
Ato defend democracy, the party launched the
“Vote Chor Gaddi Chod” Signature Campaign, a
mass public outreach and door-to-door initiative to
mobilise citizens against electoral fraud, Venugopal said.

“Vote Chor Gaddi Chod” cam-
paign, Venugopal said through
the signature campaign the
public has made five clear and

democratic demands from the
Election Commission of India:
Prosecute officials and agents
involved in systematic voter

suppression; publish a ma-
chine-readable voter list with
photographs for public scru-
tiny; release all deletion and
addition lists with photo-
graphs before every election;
establish a grievance redressal
mechanism for wrongful dele-
tions and announce a clear
cut-off date for voter list
changes, avoiding last-minute
manipulations.

The Congress General Sec-
retary said the party has been
consistently raising concerns
about electoral roll manipu-
lation and large-scale electoral
fraud undermining the sanc-
tity of the democratic process.

Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi has re-
peatedly exposed the danger-
ous “vote chori” orchestrated
by the BJP in collusion with
the Election Commission of
India, a direct assault on the
people’s mandate, he said.

www,freepressjournal.in

Fadnavis orders
probe into land deal
linked to Pawar's son

PTI

PUNE

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Thurs-
day formed an inquiry com-
mittee to  probe the
allegations of irregularities in
a Pune land deal involving a
company linked to Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) presi-
dent and Deputy Chief Min-
ister Ajit Pawar's son Parth
Pawar. Additional Chief Sec-
retary  (Revenue) Vikas
Kharge will head the probe
panel, an official said.

The state government also
suspended a tehsildar and a
sub-registrar in the case, after
the Opposition alleged that
the land worth Rs 1,800 crore
was sold to Amadea Enter-
prises, the company linked to
Parth Pawar, at Rs 300 crore.

Fadnavis termed the land
transaction "prima facie seri-
ous", while Ajit Pawar denied
any links with the deal.

Parth Pawar is yet to re-
spond to the allegations.

Talking to reporters in
Nagpur, Fadnavis said he
has sought all information
in the case from the relevant
departments. Orders have
been given to conduct a
probe, he said.

"The chief minister should
definitely probe this. It is his
right," Ajit Pawar told re-
porters in the evening. "T am
not even remotely connected
to this (land deal),” he said.

"Three-four months ago, I
heard that some such things
were going on. I had then
clearly said that I won't toler-
ate any such wrongdoing. I
had issued clear instructions
that nobody should do such
wrong things. I don't know
what happened after that,”
Ajit Pawar said.

He said he has never called
or instructed any officer to
ensure Dbenefits for his
relatives.

Left Unity sweeps

i

JNUSU

4

shout slogans while awaiting

Supporters of the All India Students’ Association (AISA)

Union polls

i AR B

the announcement of stu-

INS IKSHAK SVL. COMMISSIONED

IANS
NEW DELHI

INS Ikshak, the third of the
Survey Vessel Large (SVL)
ships, was commissioned into
the Indian Navy in a ceremo-
nial event at Naval Base, Kochi
on Thursday. It was presided
over by Navy Chief Admiral
Dinesh K Tripathi.The com-

missioning of INS Ikshak, the
third indigenously designed

and built Survey Vessel
(Large), marks the Navy’s 10th

commissioning this year.

Calling INS Ikshak a “symbol
of India’s maritime confidence
and technological self-re-
liance,” the Navy Chief said the
vessel underscores the Navy’s
transition from a Buyer’s Navy
to a Builder’s Navy.

The ship, built by Garden
Reach Shipbuilders and En-
gineers (GRSE), carries nearly

80 per cent indigenous con-
tent, reflecting the success of
India's self-reliance in defence
production.

Amid growing geopolitical
competition at sea, the Navy
Chief said, “When the global
seas are rough, the world
looks for a steady lighthouse —
India is poised to play that role
with strength and stability.”

Zubeen death case: Assam CIC resigns
after RTlapplications on arrested bro

IANS
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dent election results at the Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) campus, in New Delhi on Thursday
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indirect reference to Leader
of the Opposition Rahul Gan-
dhi's 'Voter Adhikar Yatra' and

ageThe fact emerged from
his nomination form, in
which the details of thefamily

GUWAHATI

(SFI) and Democratic Stu-

allegations of "vote theft".
"Whenever the RJID-Congress
achieve power, they try to give
back-door entry to infiltrators.
They do so because of vote
bank politics. But this takes a
toll on the people of this
country. The infiltrators claim
a share in all that belongs to
the citizens,” he added.

Modi plays
down...

While the conversation
was expected to focus on

were also mentioned. Simi-
larly, in Bhopal, the result of
Anshul Singh was put on
hold.Hehad contested for the
district president’s post. It was
claimed thatcriminal cases
were registered against him.
However, the winning candi-
date forthe post Ankit Dubey
also has criminal cases
against him, but he hasbeen
declared as president.

Mentally ill
children...

RSS-BACKED
ABVP

PTI
NEW DELHI

The Left Unity on Thursday re-
tained its stronghold in the Ja-
waharlal
here, effecting a clean sweep to

win all four central panel posts

in the students' union elections.

Nehru University

The alliance of the All India
Students' Association (AISA),
Students' Federation of India

dents' Federation (DSF) swept
the polls, reaffirming its
dominance on the campus.
Aditi Mishra was elected
president after defeating RSS-
backed ABVP's Vikas Patel by
449 votes. Kizhakoot Gopika
Babu bagged the vice-presi-
dent's post after trouncing
Tanya Kumari, while Sunil
Yadav and Danish Ali won the
posts of general secretary and
joint secretary after defeating
their right-wing rivals Ra-
jeshwar Kant Dubey and
Anuj, respectively.

Assam Chief Information [HM
Commissioner  Bhaskar

Jyoti Mahanta has resigned
from his post after a series
of Right to Information
(RTI) applications were re-
portedly filed seeking de-
tails linked to his brother,
Shyamkanu Mahanta, one
of the key organisers of the
music event where singer
Zubeen Garg was sched-
uled to perform before his
death.
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OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR AND DISTRICT MAGISTRATE
DISTRICT DHAR, MADHYA PRADESH

No.: 13123/Reader-2/2024

PUBLIC NOTICE

Date: 11/09/2024

It is hereby informed that the applicant, M/s Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited, through its dealer Mr. Chandrapal Singh Muwel,
son of Late Mr. Prithvipal Singh Muwel, resident of Village Rajukhedi,
Tehsil Manawar, District Dhar (M.P.), has applied for permission to

. N . . . H establish a Retail Outlet (Petrol Pump) gram Abdulpur Tehsil
cricket and the team’s re- Primary  investigations - - - I! Ravish Kumar e B b rdercbare Ihal | has Dharmpuri on his bearing Survey No. 52/10, total area 0.160 hectare,
markable achievement, Har-  suggest that while the WOman 'hqend held for |nsta“|ng Shrimal, Scheme ll.‘lIEI'g:'lJII' el v B situated under the provisions of the Petroleum Rules, 2002.

7 4 ¥ In accordance with Rule of the Petroleum Rules, 2002, any person

leen Deol’s candid question
about PM Modi’s skincare
routine brought an unex-
pected twist. Everyone in the

children had locked her in
the room, there were no
signs of physical assault. Po-
lice believe both siblings

spy camera in women's hostel

PTI / KRISHNAGIRI

changing my name

71, Indore, am

RAIENDRE GEHLDT S50

BABLULAL Do liorn now el
1 lumuee a2 ke Ly gy

having any objection to the establishment of the proposed Retail
Outlet at the mentioned location may submit a written objection, along
with valid reasons, to the undersigned within one month from the date
of publication of this notice. No objections will be entertained after the

i Mo T . s
room, including the PM, were mentally unfit and un- A woman and her male friend from Bengaluru were ar- to Ravish RAEH DR GEHLOT expiry of the said period. ) ) )
burst into laughter after able to care for their mother rested on a charge of installing a hidden camera in a bath- Shrimal for all S\ EABLILAL H’/'gg;’;égf Is issued under my signature and official seal on this
hearing the question. properly. The elderly woman room of a women's hostel in Nagamangalam in Hosur, police 00 KACHHI ' .
Smiling, PM Modi re- remains under treatment, said on Thursday. Hundreds of women employees of the Tata future purposes. HA MA (Signature) =
ded, “Mera iss vishay  while police are coordinatin Electronics Pvt Ltd facility at Nagamangalam in Krishnagiri = = MOHALLA, BETMA, Collector and District Magistrate
sponded, ishay hile po linating lect y g g g Rav'sh Shrlmal INCCRE (M 453 District Dhar (M.P.)
par zyada dhyaan nahi gya  with social welfare officials to district staged a protest after a

tha (I have never paid atten-
tion to this).”

Talks with
Modi going...

When asked directly if he
planned to travel to India
next year, Trump replied, "It
could be, yes." This comes
months after The New York
Times, in its August report,
had said that US President
Donald Trump no longer in-
tends to visit India for the up-
coming Quad Summit later
this year, following Washing-
ton's decision to impose
heavy tariffs.

ensure her continued care
and rehabilitation.

Vinod
Agrawal 71st

Previously, businessman
Agrawal was ranked 58th on
the list of top donors in the
country. At that time, the list
included only 119 industrial-
ists from across the country.
Agrawal has been the State’s
leading philanthropist for
the past four years.

He donated Rs 20 crore in
2023-24. In the 2023 list, he
ranked 3lst with a donation
of Rs 34 crore. In 2022, he

hidden camera was discovered
inside a bathroom in the com-
pany's hostel named Vidiyal
Residency. The 11th floor struc-
ture has eight blocks and pro-
vides accommodation to over
6,000 women.
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Extract of Un-audited Financial Results for the Quarter and
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Has any of that come into
your pocket? You want jobs
or Instagram?’LoP Rahul
Gandhi accused the Prime
Minister of snatching em-
ployment from Indian youth
and handing it to China.“He
doesn' tell you that he took
away your employment and
gave it to the youth of China.
He made the youth of Bihar
labourers,” he said.LoP Rahul
Gandbhi said that under PM
Modi’s government, Bihar’s
youth were forced to migrate
for work while big indus-
trialists reaped benefits.He
also criticised the state’s
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar,
alleging that his “remote con-
trol” was in PM Modji’s hands.

2 killed, 2
hurtin...

Local police, led by Bagdun
Police SHO Sunil Sharma,
maintained order and assisted
with traffic management until
late at night. The fire was fi-
nally brought under control
around 3 am on Thursday.Sub-
Divisional Officer Rahul Gupta
confirmed that the adminis-
tration and the Madhya Pra-
desh Industrial Health and
Safety Department have
launched an investigation into
the cause of the incident. Pre-
liminary findings revealed
serious lapses in factory safety
measures.
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We are coming from UP. We
didn't see any such
expressway. | think they're
building expressways in air
Akhilesh Yadav

FURIOUS MAMATA: TMC supremo calls it completely false,
misleading & a deliberate attempt at spreading misinformation

Didi livid over reports
that she ‘filed SIR form’

Out of fear of losing elections,
opposition leaders make
baseless allegations against
constitutional institutions like
the Election Commission. But
when the commission
demands evidence, they fail
to present any proof.

Rajnath Singh

| understand their dislike
for Lord Ram. But they can
at least pay obeisance at
the shrines dedicated to

A day before polling,
Gandhi started searching
for excuses. He knows
Bihar's people stand firmly

Nishad Raj, Shabri Mata
and Maharshi Valmiki.
Their reluctance to do so

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister k X empowerment
Mamata Banerjee on Thursday u.ty Election Commls—. Tej Pratap - Narendra Modi -p .
said she did not personally re- sioner Gyanesh Bharti ShivsajlChoutian

ceive any enumeration form
for the ongoing Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral

rolls from any official. Thursday held review . A FTateE fam
The Trinamool Congress su- meetings in Alipurduar b 11 d h 1
premo refuted the media re- and Cooch Behar dis- pe U. Ozer C a ega = (7)),

ports, which stated that she
accepted the forms at her resi-
dence in person on Wednes-
day, as ‘"completely false,
misleading, and a deliberate at-
tempt at spreading mis-
information".

Banerjee, who has been
protesting against the SIR,
took to Facebook and issued
the rejoinder on a day a sec-
tion of the media, including
Trinamool Congress mouth-
piece 'Jago Bangla', reported
that she personally received
her enumeration forms from
the local booth level officer
(BLO).

Y

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee during a
protest march against Phase 2 of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) in Kolkata (file pic)

"A BLO had come to our
area yesterday in discharge
of his electoral duties. He
came to the office at my resi-
dence, enquired about the
number of voters in the
premises and handed over
forms,"” the CM said.

"A section of the media has

reported that I came out of my
residence and accepted the
enumeration forms personally.
This information is completely
false, misleading, and a delib-
erate attempt at spreading mis-
information,” she stated.
Banerjee who has been
vehemently opposing the

EC officials hold
review meetings
KOLKATA: Senior Dep-

and West Bengal Chief
Electoral Officer Manoj
Kumar Agarwal on

tricts on the ongoing
Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral
rolls, an official said.
Bharti, who is leading the
Election Commission
team to the state,
reached Alipurduar on
Wednesday night.

manner in which the SIR exer-
cise is being implemented by
the ECI in West Bengal, de-
clared in her post that she has
not and will not fill up any
form until all citizens in the
state have completed filling up
theirs.

Choose wisely,
says Khan Sir

Rahul must be ashamed of
asking jawans’ faith: Shah

| am confident the people of
Mahua will bless me again.

classes.

Dy CM: ‘Inke chhati

Vinay Sinha mobbed, convoy blocked

Dheeraj Kumar

PATNA

Bihar deputy chief minister
and senior BJP leader Vijay
Kumar Sinha who is contesting

isliye inke chhati pe bulldozer
chalega (NDA is coming to
power, and that’s why theyre
panicking — a bulldozer will
run over their arrogance.)” he
added.

only indicates their hatred
for Dalits and backward

with development, welfare,
good governance, women
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assembly election from Lakhi- The incident took place | #y 3;1.-,‘5_-
Popular YouTuber and edu- FPJNEWS SERVICE sarai faced tough moments when Sinha was visiting pol-
cator Khan Sir on Thursday during the polling in his consti- ling booths in his consti- mﬁ TTEiTe ST WA,

cast his vote in Patna during
the Bihar Assembly elec-
tions and appealed to young
electors to turn out in large
numbers at polling booths to
strengthen the democratic
process.

Speaking to reporters after
exercising his franchise, he

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
on Thursday said that Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi should be
ashamed for seeking to know about
the caste and religion of Army ja-
wans.

Addressing back-to-back elec-
tion rallies in Madhubani, West
Champaran and Motihari districts,

1.."-'41]_=Iq }

i

§ !j

s [ " ;
r Tulhn o e |l

tuency on Thursday when a
mob threw slippers, stones
and raised slogans against him
by blocking his convoy.
Visibly agitated over the
incident, Sinha told the media,
"These are the goons of RJD.
NDA is coming to power and
then a bulldozer will roll over

tuency. He also alleged booth
capturing at some booths.
Lakhisarai SP  Ajay
Kumar said there was a
rumour about booth cap-
turing. "We came here and
found that voting is being
held peacefully. If anyone
were stopped from casting
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said India is the “mother of  he said illegal Bangladeshi immi- . . - . L their chest. The goons are not  their votes, there would 'ﬂ'ﬂ‘f _,I' =
» . . Home Minister Amit Shah at a public meeting in West . . . " . !
democracy”, and voting is the  grants snatch jobs and pose secur- ch Thursd letting me visit the village. not be a queue,” he said. I[}Tﬂﬂ‘l H}
only moment when every ity threats to the country, while amparan on thursday Vijay Sinha is going to win. He also refuted allegations i
citizen stands "equal”, irre-  asserting that the Bihar assembly ~wans. We do not discriminate nities and minorities havelittlerep- ~ They turned away my polling that BJP's polling agent FATHEF,
spective of wealth or status. elections are for making the eastern ~ among military personnel on the resentation in private firms, theju-  agentand did notlethimvote. was intimidated at two TS BAETETTR mam

He stressed that a low turn-
out weakens democratic par-
ticipation.

“If people do not vote,
others begin to question the
value of democracy. And if
you don’t vote today, tomor-
row an ignorant person may
end up ruling over you,” he
said.

state "infiltrator-free".
"Rahul Gandhi should be
ashamed for seeking to know about

basis of caste or creed," he said.
Gandhi, while addressing public
rallies in Bihar on Tuesday, claimed

diciary, the bureaucracy and the
armed forces, and that 10 per cent
of the population controls these in-
stitutions.

Look at their hooliganism.
This is 404 and 405 booth
numbers of Khoriari village.”

"Satta mein aa rahi hai NDA

booths.
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the caste and religion of Army ja-

that lower castes, tribal commu-
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Patna: Twenty-three-year-old
Bhavya Singh, who voted for
the first time in the first phase
of Bihar elections, said she felt
more excited being part of a
democratic exercise in pur-
suance of choosing the next
government than seeing the
indelible ink daubed on her
finger. Pursuing her master’s
in commerce from an open
university, she spelt out what a
youngster like her expect from
"whichever alliance comes to
power". "If the party I voted
for comes to power, it is good,
but even if it doesn't, and
another one takes its place, I
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DEADLY TRAIL| Marcos declares national calamity; Vietnam braces for more flooding

Kalmaegi kills over 110 in Philippines,
lashes Vletnam after deadly landfall

MANILA/NHA TRANG

Typhoon Kalmaegi has
carved a deadly trail across
Southeast Asia, killing at least
114 people in the Philippines
before slamming into central
Vietnam on Thursday with
fierce winds and torrential
rain.

Philippine President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr. declared a
state of national calamity
after Kalmaegi—the country’s
deadliest disaster this year—
devastated central provinces.
Most of the victims drowned
in flash floods that inundated
Cebu, where 71 deaths were
confirmed, 65 people were
reported missing, and 69 in-
jured, according to the Office
of Civil Defense. Another 62
were missing in neighbour-
ing Negros Occidental. Nearly
two million people were af-
fected, with 560,000 dis-
placed—450,000 of them in
evacuation centres.

The typhoon dumped one-
and-a-half months” worth of
rain in a single day, setting off
torrents that engulfed homes
and swept away vehicles. “We
did everything we could for
the typhoon, but flash floods
were unexpected,” Cebu Gov-
ernor Pamela Baricuatro told
the Associated Press, blaming
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Clockwise from top: Residents clear their flood damaged homes caused by Typhoon
Kalmaegi. A man tries to retrieve a vehicle submerged in flood waters caused by Ty-
phoon Kalmaegi in Liloan and residents carry a motorcycle along a muddied street
caused in Liloan, Cebu province, central Philippines on Thursday

unchecked quarrying and
poor flood control for wor-
sening the disaster.

The floods came just weeks
after a 6.9-magnitude earth-
quake struck Cebu, killing 79

and leaving thousands home-
less. Among those killed in
the typhoon were six air force

personnel whose helicopter
crashed while delivering aid
in Agusan del Sur province.

Pak min visits
office of political
wing of Saeed's
banned JuD

PTI
LAHORE

A Pakistani minister and
close aide to Prime Min-

www.freepressjournal.in

Putin orders
proposals for
possible N-test

Move seen as
response to

Marcos said the emergency  ister Shehbaz Sharif on ’ .
declaration will fast-track re-  Thursday visited the office Trumps teStlng
lief funds and curb food of the Pakistan Markazi gpnnouncement
hoarding and overpricing. Muslim League (PMML), a

As Kalmaegi exited the political face of Hafiz Agencies
Philippines on Wednesday, it ~ Saeed's banned Jamaat-  moscow

intensified over the South
China Sea, packing winds of
183 kmph and gusts up to 220
kmph before making landfall
north of Gia Lai province in
central Vietnam.

The storm tore roofs off
homes, uprooted trees, and
knocked out power across
several provinces already re-
eling from record floods.
Forecasters warned of up to
600 mm of additional rain,
raising fears of landslides and
flash floods.

In coastal cities such as Da-

ud-Dawah, in Punjab and
met its leaders.

Minister of State for In-
terior Senator Talal
Chaudhry visited the
PMML House, Faisalabad,
some 130 km from Lahore,
where he was received by
PMML leaders. His visit is
seen as an "official patron-
age" of the Shehbaz re-
gime to Saeed's political
outfit.

Saeed, the Mumbai at-
tack mastermind, has been
in Lahore's Kot Lakhpat

Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Wednesday in-
structed top officials to
draw up proposals for a
possible nuclear weapons
test — Russia’s first since
the Soviet Union’s collapse
in 1991.

The directive followed
US. President Donald
Trump's announcement
last week that Washington
would resume nuclear test-
ing, a move analysts warn
could dangerously escalate

nang, three-metre-high  jail since 2019 after he was  tensions between the
waves battered the shore, convicted in multiple ter-  worlds two largest nuclear
while Ho Chi Minh City ror financing cases. powers.

braced for severe flooding In a statement, the “I am instructing the For-

with high tides expected on
the Saigon River.

Across the devastated Phil-
ippines, grief deepened in
Cebu’s Liloan town, where
Krizza Espra identified the
bodies of her husband and
three children, killed when
their roof collapsed. “I hope
someone can help speed up
the search,” she said.

Maryam’s

hushand backs
extremist killer,
sparks outrage

PTI

LAHORE

As Punjab Chief Minister Ma-
ryam Nawaz ratified the ban
on Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakis-
tan (TLP), her husband Capt
(retd) Safdar Awan drew
fierce criticism after praising
the Islamist killer of Punjab
Governor Salman Taseer and
delivering a hate speech
against the minority Ahmadis.

Speaking at a rally in Chi-
niot, Safdar said he wished “a
Mumtaz Qadri is born in
every house” and accused
Ahmadis of plotting to create
a separate state. Qadri,
executed in 2016, assassinated
Taseer in 2011 for opposing
Pakistan’s blasphemy laws.

Social media users called
Safdar’s remarks “dangerous
and bigoted,” urging Maryam
to act against him.

“You cant claim to fight
extremism  while  your
husband prays for more
Mumtaz Qadris,” one user
wrote on X.

Pirates attack
tanker off
Somali coast
after firing
grenades

AP

DUBAI

Armed attackers wielding
machine guns and rocket-pro-
pelled grenades boarded a
Malta-flagged tanker off the
coast of Somalia on Thursday,
in what officials believe to be
the latest strike by resurgent
Somali pirates.

The British military’s United
Kingdom Maritime Trade Oper-
ations (UKMTO) issued an alert,
warning ships in the region. Pri-
vate security firm Ambrey said
the vessel, travelling from Sikka,
India, to Durban, South Africa,
came under heavy fire before
being boarded.

Ambrey added that the as-
sault appeared to be carried out
by Somali pirates, who re-
portedly seized an Iranian fish-
ing boat earlier to use as a
“mother ship” for attacks. Iran
has not confirmed the boat’s
capture.

Piracy off Somalia’s coast once
peaked in 2011 with 237 attacks,
costing the global economy
about $7 billion and $160 million
in ransom payments, according
to Oceans Beyond Piracy. In-
creased international naval pa-
trols and stronger Somali
government had largely ended
such assaults over past decade.

US reportedly weighs Navy SEAL
mission to remove Maduro

NYT says Trump
team explored
three plans,
including airstrikes
and capture plot

Agencies
WASHINGTON/CARACAS

The administration of former US
President Donald Trump con-
sidered multiple plans to remove
Venezuelan President Nicolds
Maduro from power — including
a potential Navy SEALs oper-
ation — according to a New York
Times report citing unnamed of-
ficials.

The revelation follows a major
US military buildup in the Carib-
bean after Trump accused Ma-
duro of heading “narcoterrorist

networks” smuggling drugs into
the United States. Washington
had already authorized CIA op-
erations in Venezuela and de-
ployed naval forces with orders
to use overwhelming force
against suspected drug-running
vessels.

The NYT reported that three
options were under review:
precision airstrikes against
Venezuelan military installa-
tions; a special operations
mission to capture or kill Ma-
duro; and a campaign to seize
airports, oilfields, and key infra-
structure to cripple his regime’s
control.

The second proposal alleg-
edly involved US Special Oper-
ations units — including Delta
Force and SEAL Team 6 — in a
covert raid to eliminate Maduro.
To bypass restrictions on target-

ing foreign leaders, the White
House considered defining him
as the head of a “narcoterrorist
organization,” mirroring legal
justifications used against drug
cartels and traffickers.

The first plan focused on air-
strikes against facilities said to
support drug smuggling, aiming
to weaken the military’s loyalty
to Maduro. The third envisaged
counterterrorism troops seizing
strategic sites to ensure regime
collapse.

The US has offered a $50 mil-
lion reward for information
leading to Maduro’s arrest or
conviction. Reports last week
said Washington had already
identified potential targets
linked to drug trafficking and
positioned around 10,000 sol-
diers and eight warships in the
region.
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EXTRACT OF UNAUDITED FINAMCIAL RESLULTS FOR

THE QUARTER AND HALF YEAR ENDED SEFTEMB

PMML said that during the
visit, Chaudhry held a de-
tailed meeting with the
party leadership.

"The discussions focused
on the prevailing political
situation and key national
issues. Both sides empha-
sised the importance of na-
tional unity, political
stability, and the continuity
of democratic processes in
the country,” it said.

eign Ministry, Defence Min-
istry, special services and
civilian agencies to gather
information, analyse it at
the Security Council, and
make proposals on prepar-
ing for nuclear weapons
tests,” Putin said during a
televised Security Council
meeting.

Parliamentary speaker
Vyacheslav Volodin had un-
expectedly raised the issue,

asking how  Moscow
planned to respond to
Trump's plans. Defence
Minister Andrei Belousov
replied that it was “advis-
able to prepare for full-
scale nuclear tests” at short
notice, pointing to the No-
vaya Zemlya Arctic testing
site.

General Valery Gerasi-
mov, head of Russia’s Gen-
eral Staff, warned that
delays could erode Russia’s
ability to respond effec-
tively, since test prepara-
tions can take months or
years.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said Putin
had set no deadline for the
proposals, adding that Rus-
sia would act once it
fully understood U.S. inten-
tions.

Meanwhile, Russia has
intensified nuclear
weapons development, re-
cently testing its Burevest-
nik nuclear-powered cruise
missile, conducting nuclear
launch drills, and experi-
menting with the Poseidon
nuclear-powered  super-
torpedo. Trump has yet to
clarify whether his order
refers to explosive nuclear
tests or flight testing of nu-
clear-capable missiles. Ana-
lysts say either move risks
reigniting an arms race un-
seen since the Cold War.
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‘Govt cannot
restrain retail
investors from
trading in F&O’

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday
said the government can-
not restrain retailers from
trading in Futures and
Options (F&O) but will
definitely create aware-
ness regarding the risks
involved in putting money
in such instruments. The
statement comes days
after Sebi chairman Tuhin
Kanta Pandey ruled out
shuttering the weekly
derivatives contracts in
Nifty and Sensex.
Responding to a question
on the government'’s
stance on the F&O seg-
ment, Sitharaman said
that the government "is
not not here to shut the
door on F&O trading but it
can make aware people
about the risks involved in
the derivatives.

Regulations
fraught with
compliance
burdens: Kant

India’s former G-20
Sherpa Amitabh Kant on
Thursday flagged regula-
tory compliance burdens
impacting Indian enter-
prises, and rued that the
“socialist mindset” con-
tinues in the country.
“India’s regulatory
environment places a very
high compliance burden.
The British Raj was in
many ways replaced by
the licence Raj, and our
socialist mindset still con-
tinues,” Kant said, speak-
ing at an Excellence
Enablers event.

ICAI submits
inputs on
insolvency law
to Parl panel

Chartered accountants’
apex body ICAl on
Thursday made its sub-
missions to a
Parliamentary panel on the
proposed amendments to
the insolvency law. The
Select Committee, headed
by BJP member Baijayant
Panda, is examining the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (Amendment) Bill,
2025, which was intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha on
August 12. A source said
the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI)
made its submissions to
the select committee on
the amendments that are
aimed at further improving
the processes under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC).

MFs catching
up with Flls in
shareholdings
of companies

Domestic Mutual Funds
(MFs) are rapidly closing
the gap with Foreign
Institutional Investors (Flls)
in their shareholding of
companies listed on the
National Stock Exchange
(NSE), according to data
released by primeinfo-
base.com, an initiative of
PRIME Database Group.
The report shows that as
of September 30, 2025, the
gap between Fll and MF
shareholding had nar-
rowed to just 5.78 percen-
tage points, a decline of 71
basis points over the pre-
vious quarter.

11 mn tonnes of
solar waste by
2047: Study

India is projected to gen-
erate about 11 million
tonnes of solar waste by
2047, largely from crystal-
line-silicon modules,
according to two studies
published on Thursday.
Managing this waste
would require nearly 300
recycling plants across the
country and an investment
of around Rs 4,200 crore,
said the studies by Delhi-
based think tank Council
on Energy, Environment
and Water (CEEW).
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FINANCE MINISTER | Govt has begun work on PSU banks’ amalgamation

‘India needs World-class banks’

Business Desk
MUMBAI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday said
the country needs big and
world-class banks, and dis-
cussions are on with the
Reserve Bank of India and
lenders.  According  to
Sitharaman,  ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ envisions an India that
designs, produces, and inno-
vates for itself and for the
world—an economy rooted in
self-confidence, powered by
enterprise, and guided by
compassion.

“More precisely, it's a com-
bination of economic strength,
technological capability, social
empowerment and environ-
mental responsibility, all
aligned with the larger goal of
Viksit Bharat by 2047 news
agencies quoted Sitharaman.

Addressing the 12th SBI
Banking and Economics
Conclave 2025 here, the

finance minister asked lenders
to ‘deepen and widen credit
flow’ to the industry, exuding
confidence that GST rate cut-
driven demand would unleash
a virtuous investment cycle.
“Access to finance is abso-
lutely critical and a system-
driven, transparent lending
process is essential. And, our
nation needs a lot of big and
world-class banks. The gov-
ernment is looking at this and
work has already commenced.
We are discussing with the

RBI, and with banks,” she said.

Before the government
takes a call on this, she said, “a
lot of the work has to be done”,
including taking inputs from
the RBI as to how they want to
build larger banks. “It is not by
creating from those which
exist today...just by amalgama-
tion that can also be one of the
routes, but you need an eco-
system and an environment in
which more banks can oper-
ate and operate to grow. So,
that environment is actually

Bank unions criticise FM remark

on privatisation

Bank unions have criticised Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman'’s remark on privatisation of state-owned
lenders and demanded that they should rather be
strengthened with capital support to further financial
inclusion drive. "If Indian banking today stands strong, it is
because of resilience built under public ownership...no
country in the world has achieved universal banking
through privatising banks. To say privatization will still
ensure inclusion is not supported by any evidence,” it said.

well established in India, but I
needed to be more dynamic.
So, some work is happening
on it,” a PTI report quoted the
finance minister.

SBI will feature in top 10
global banks by 2030
Addressing the conclave,
SBI Chairman CS Setty said
that SBI will feature in the top
10 global banks by 2030. SBI
also touched $100 billion mar-
ket capitalization. On banking
sector reforms, he said the
government should look at

raising the foreign direct
investment limit in PSU banks
to 49% from the current 20%.
The hike in FDI limit will help
bring more parity between
public and private sector
banks. Private banks can have
up to 74% of their equity capi-
tal from foreign investors.
With a 51% stake, the govern-
ment can continue to retain
the public sector entity ident-
ity of PSU banks. Foreign capi-
tal will also help in building
larger and globally competi-
tive lenders.
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Services sector growth
eases to 5-month low

FPJ News Service
MUMBAI

India’s services sector growth
eased to a five month low in
October, as competitive press-
ures and heavy rains in parts of
the country led to a slower
increase in output, the HSBC
India HSBC India Services
PMLI, compiled by S&P Global,
revealed on Thursday.

“The services PMI softened
to 58.9 in October, which rep-
resented the slowest pace of
expansion since May.
Competitive pressures and
heavy rains were cited as con-
tributors to the sequential
slowdown. That said, the ser-
vices PMI is still running well
above the neutral level of 50.0
and its long-run average. Input
costs notably increased at the
slowest rate in 14 months,
which provided some relief for
firms. “India’s composite PMI
fell on a sequential basis from
610 in September to 604 in

Competitive
pressures and heavy
rains were cited as
contributors to the
sequential slowdown
e

October, largely due to the
slowdown in the services sec-
tor,” said Pranjul Bhandari,
chief India economist at HSBC.
The data revealed softer,
although still substantial,
expansions in services output
and new business. While fac-
tors like demand buoyancy
and GST relief reportedly led
to an improvement in operat-
ing conditions, competition
and heavy rains constrained
growth. Still, companies were
strongly confident of a rise in
business activity over the
course of the coming 12
months, the survey said.
Meanwhile, monitored
firms suggested that the GST
reform curbed price pressures.

FRESH SUMMONS
TO ANIL AMBANI

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has issued fresh summons
to Reliance Group chairman
Anil Ambani, asking him to
appear for questioning on
November 14 in connection
with an alleged bank fraud-
linked money laundering case,
sources said.

The 66-year-old business-
man was earlier questioned by
the federal probe agency in
August for around ten hours.
Once he appears before the
agency next week, his state-
ment will again be recorded
under the Prevention of
Money  Laundering  Act
(PMLA), the sources added.

The ED probe is linked to a
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) case registered on August
21 against Reliance
Communication Ltd (RCom)
and others for an alleged Rs
2,929 crore loan fraud with the
State Bank of India (SBI). The
CBI had also carried out
searches in connection with
the case, including at Ambani’s
residence in Mumbai.

The CBI’s FIR named RCom,
its director Anil D Ambani,
unknown public servants, and
other unidentified persons,
based on a complaint filed by
SBI. According to the bank’s
complaint, RCom had an out-
standing of over Rs 40,000
crore to various lenders, with
SBI alone facing a loss of Rs
2,929.05 crore as of 2018.

Following the CBI’s action in
August, a spokesperson for
Ambani said the complaint

was related to matters dating
back more than a decade,
when Ambani served as a non-
executive director with no
involvement in the company’s
daily management. The spo-
kesperson also pointed out that
SBI had already withdrawn
proceedings against five other
non-executive directors but
had “selectively singled out”
Ambani.

In July, the ED conducted
searches on current and
former executives of Ambanis
group companies and later
questioned him in the first
week of August. The agency’s
investigation initially focused
on alleged financial irregular-
ities and loan diversions
amounting to over Rs 17,000
crore across multiple Reliance
Group companies, including
Reliance Infrastructure.

The probe also covered
alleged illegal diversion of
about Rs 3,000 crore in loans
given by Yes Bank to Ambani’s
group firms between 2017 and
2019. Recently, the ED attached
assets worth Rs 7,500 crore
belonging to Ambanis group
companies as part of its investi-
gation. The attached proper-
ties included Ambanis house
in Mumbai’s Pali Hill area and
the Reliance Centre land in
Delhi.

Siemens Energy,
3 others to he
included in MSCI

India Index

PTI
NEW DELHI

As many as four companies,
including One97
Communications, which
owns the Paytm brand, and
Siemens Energy India, will be
included in the MSCI India
Index, effective November 24,
2025, as per a latest review by
global index compiler MSCL
Fortis Healthcare, GE
Vernova T&D India Ltd,
One97 Communications and
Siemens Energy India are the
additions in the MSCI India
Index, according to an update
by MSCI. The changes in con-
stituents for the MSCI Global
Standard Indexes will take
place as of the close of
November 24, 2025, it said.
Meanwhile, Container
Corporation of India and Tata
Elxsi would be excluded from
the index, as per the
announcement.

‘SEBI WILL NOT INTERVENE
ON VALUATION CONCERNS’

Manoj Yadav
MUMBAI

SEBI Chairman Tuhin Kanta
Pandey on Thursday said the
market regulator does not
determine what the valuation
is. It lies in the eyes of the
beholder, the investor.

“It's SEBT’s job to ensure
transparency, full disclosures,
and protection of investors,
and not to fix prices,” Pandey
told reporters.

His remarks also come
amid criticism over the Rs
7,200-crore IPO of Lenskart,
which many say has been
overpriced. He said SEBI can-
not and will not interfere in
such cases, and that valuations
must be left to the free choice
of the market based on per-
ceived opportunities. There
were similar debates in the
past too during the IPO of
new-age companies like
Nykaa and Paytm, which had
sharp corrections post-listing.

Speaking at an event organ-
ised by Excellence Enablers,
the SEBI chief Pandey urged
companies to move beyond
optics when it comes to
environment, social and gov-
ernance (ESG) commitments.

“ESG must be authentic and
not a mere branding exercise,”
he said, adding that it should
be linked to measurable out-
comes, independently ver-
ified, supported by authentic
board oversight, besides other
accountability mechanisms.
ESG, he added, should be
viewed as a strategic advan-
tage rather than a compliance
burden. Pandey further called
on company boards to institu-

tionalise ethics, viewing cul-
ture as a key business asset.
Boards, he said, must track
indicators such as employee
sentiment and whistleblower
activity with the same serious-
ness as financial metrics. He
suggested that firms establish
board-level ethics committees
to serve as early warning sys-
tems and help foster account-
ability.

The SEBI chief also under-
lined the increasing require-
ment for directors and senior
management to enhance their
understanding in emerging
domains such as cybersecur-
ity, behavioural science, and
data ethics.

INDIA,NZTO
FINALISEFTA
SOON: GOYAL

PTI
ROTORUA (NEW ZEALAND)

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Thursday said talks are pro-
gressing fast between India
and New Zealand and
expressed hope that the free
trade agreement will be final-
ised soon. Goyal is here on a
four-day official visit to review
progress of the FTA negoti-
ations between the two coun-
tries with his New Zealand
counterpart Todd McClay.

"I believe this is a historic
visit also because we are going
to finalise the FTA very soon,"
Goyal said. He added that both
sides are respecting each

other's sensitivities.
"Our teams have done a
wonderful job. The few

nuances that need to be
addressed are before us. A lot
of things, in the spirit of
accommodation, have been
closed.

Regulator expands IPO anchor book size to 40%

NEW DELHI

Markets regulator Sebi has
amended rules revamping the
share-allocation framework
for anchor investors in maiden
public offerings, a move aimed
at broadening the participa-
tion of domestic institutional
investors such as mutual funds,
insurance companies, and
pension funds.

Under this, the regulator has
increased total reservation in
the anchor portion to 40 per
cent from 33 per cent earlier.

This comprises 33 per cent for
mutual funds and the remain-
ing 7 per cent for insurers and
pension funds.

If the 7 per cent reserved for
insurers and pension funds
remains unsubscribed, it will
be reallocated to mutual funds,
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) said in a
notification dated October 31.

Additionally, the regulator
has increased the number of

anchor investors allowed for
IPOs with an anchor portion
above Rs 250 crore, by raising
the existing limit from 10 to 15
per Rs 250 crore.

"Thus, a minimum of 5and a
maximum of 15 investors shall
be allowed for allocations up to
Rs 250 crore. For every addi-
tional Rs 250 crore or part
thereof, an additional 15 inves-
tors are to be permitted, sub-
ject to a minimum allotment of

Rs 5 crore per investor," Sebi
said.

Also, in the discretionary
allotment under anchor por-
tion, Category I (up to Rs 10
crore) and Category II (above
Rs 10 crore up to Rs 250 crore)
have been merged into a single
category for allocations up to
Rs 250 crore, with a minimum
number of anchor allottees as 5
and maximum as 15 (minimum
allotment 5 crore per investor).

FII selling continues;

FPJ News Service
MUMBAI

Markets closed on a subdued
note on Thursday amid broad-
based profit booking, con-
tinued FII outflows, and cau-
tious invest-sentiment. The 30-
share BSE Sensex lost 14814
points to settle at 83,311.01. The
50-share NSE Nifty declined
by 87.95 points to 25,509.70.
“Volatility dominated the
domestic market, with broad-
based profit booking seen
amid continued FII outflows,
despite a supportive Asian
market. Early optimism from
the inclusion of four Indian

TOFLOSERS

LEiR |
Nompmtar £ 100 ==

.t{ i ‘JA

B —

B‘I'ﬂulll’.ﬂ

R

=

WA W
- T .

companies in the MSCI Global
Standard Index and strong US
macro data was offset by weak
domestic services PMI data.
Most sectors traded lower,
though IT stocks remained
resilient, supported by in-line
earnings and improvement in
US macro data. Amid overall

caution, selective buying
emerged in fundamentally
strong companies due to
better-than-expected Q2 earn-
ings,” said Vinod Nair, head of
research at Geojit Investments.
Power Grid, Eternal, Bharat
Electronics, Bajaj Finance,
ICICI Bank and NTPC were
among the top losers. Asian
Paints, Reliance Industries,
M&M and UltraTech Cement
were among the top gainers.
According to Dr VK
Vijayakumar, a veteran invest-
ment strategist, Wednesday's
holiday saved markets from
getting impacted by the mild
turbulence in global markets.

markets turn volatile

Today the scenario is different
with stability returning to
markets. In the coming days
the focus of the market will be
the developments in the US
Supreme Court which is hear-
ing the petition against Trump
tariffs. Observations by some
US judges that ‘President
Trump had overstepped his
authority’ is a significant
development. If the final
judgement goes in line with
the observations, there will be
major volatility in markets,
with emerging markets, par-
ticularly India which has been
targeted for a steep 50% tariff,
rallying smartly.

Govt to soon come out
with SAF policy: Naidu

PTI
NEW DELHI

The government will very
soon come out with a policy
on Sustainable Aviation Fuel
(SAF), which can help reduce
crude oil imports, increase
farmers' income and create
more green jobs, Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
said on Thursday.

Addressing a summit in the
national capital, the minister
stressed that adoption of SAF
(Sustainable Aviation Fuel)
demands more innovation,

investment and a collective
international collaboration.

India aims to have 1 per cent
blending of SAF in jet fuel by
2027, 2 per cent blending by
2028 and 5 per cent blending
by 2030. SAF can be used as a
drop-in fuel in Aviation
Turbine Fuel (ATF), which
powers aircraft.

The minister said that pri-
vate players should also be
part of SAF production
besides the oil companies.

Globally, the requirement
for SAF is estimated at 183 mil-
lion tonnes by 2040.

Gilts rise on speculation

Informist
NEW DELHI

Government bond prices
ended higher on speculation
that the Reserve Bank of India
had bought gilts in the sec-
ondary market this week in
order to add durable liquidity
to the banking system and cap
bond yields. The 6.48%, 2035,
up for auction on Friday, was a
laggard ahead of fresh supply,
with the 15-year benchmark
6.68%, 2040 gilt outperform-
ing 10-year bonds for the sec-
ond day in a row.

The most-traded 6.33%,
2035 gilt ended at INR 9871,

or 6.52% yield, as against 98.62
or 6.53% yield on Tuesday. The
bond ended off highs, after
hitting INR 98.82 intraday.
Money markets were shut on
Wednesday for Guru Nanak
Jayanti. The on-the-run 10-
year 6.48%, 2035 gilt closed at
INR 100.12, or 6.46% yield, as
against INR 100.10, or 6.47%
yield, in the previous session.
The government will sell INR
320 billion of the bond at auc-
tion 1030-1130 IST on Friday.

The RBI had rejected all
bids for the 6.28% 2032 gilt at
last week's auction, likely sig-
nalling its displeasure with a
rise in yields.

India plans to retain cap on voting
rights for banks’ large shareholders?

Business Desk
MUMBAI

India plans to retain a cap
on voting rights for large
shareholders in domestic
banks, signalling that New
Delhi’s attempts to liberalize
the financial sector and
draw more foreign invest-
ment will remain limited in
scope, Reuters reported on
Thursday quoting two
sources.

The Reserve Bank has

initiated a number of steps
to unwind complex regula-
tions in recent months and
has permitted foreign
lenders to pick up large
stakes in domestic banks.
The government is also plan-
ning to more than double
the foreign-investment cap
in state-owned lenders to
49%, Reuters reported last
week. However, rules for
voting rights will not be
eased yet, the sources said.
As per current rules, a
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single shareholder cannot
hold more than 26% voting
rights in a private bank,
even if their ownership is
higher than that. For gov-
ernment-owned banks, that
cap is 10%. India's federal

finance ministry and RBI
discussed increasing the cap
on voting rights to give large
shareholders more say in
strategic decisions but
decided against it to avoid
excessive control, said the
first source.

The Indian government
wants certain safeguards
like a cap on voting rights of
26% for a single shareholder
to remain in place to avoid
sole decision-making, said
the first source.

Two centralised
cadres for
revenue and
expenditure
audits: CAG

PTI
NEW DELHI

The Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) on Thursday
announced the creation of two
centralised cadres to build
deeper professional expertise
and further improve the
quality of audit of central gov-
ernment finances.

The CAG has accorded in-
principle approval for the cre-
ation of specialised cadres --
Central Revenue Audit (CRA)

Cadre and Central
Expenditure Audit (CEA)
Cadre -- within the Indian
Audit and Accounts

Department, DAI (HR, IR,
CDN) K Subramanian said at a
media briefing here.

The scheme will be oper-
ationalised from January 1,
2026. At present, the audit of
central receipts and expendi-
ture is undertaken by 9
Director General (Audit)
/Principal Director (Audit)
offices and exclusive offices
with cadre control dispersed
across multiple state civil audit
offices and independent CCAs.

Subramanian said the cen-
tralisation will unify cadre
management, consolidating
multiple fragmented cadres
into two specialised streams.
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Haryana CM
congratulates
Shafali Verma

Haryana Ch|ef Minister
Nayab Singh Saini con-
gratulated star opener Sha-
fali Verma for her "Player of
the Match” performance in
the ICC Women'’s World
Cup final. The Chief Min-
ister announced an honor-
arium for Verma. She
scored 87 runs and took
two wickets in India’s
maiden World Cup victory.

RAIPUR

Chh’garh
honours WC
winning
physio

|

The Chhattisgarh govern-
ment will award a Rs 10
lakh honorarium to
physiotherapist Akanksha
Satyavanshi for her vital
role in the Indian women's
team’s ICC World Cup
2025 triumph. Hailing
from Durg, Akanksha's ex-
pertise was key to player
fitness and recovery, in-
cluding Smriti Mandhana's
swift rehab for the final.

DEHRADUN
CM Dhami

congratulates
Sneha Rana

LA |

Uttarakhand chief minister

Pushkar Singh Dhami con-
gratulated state cricketer
Sneha Rana on her con-
tribution to the Women'’s
World Cup victory. CM
Dhami announced a 50
lakh incentive for the all-
rounder, highlighting her
achievements as an inspi-
ration for the state’s youth,
especially young girls.

NEW DELHI

HI announces
Junior WC
trophy tour

Hockey India has announced
a nationwide Trophy Tour
across 20 cities to build ex-
citement for the FIH Men'’s
Junior World Cup 2025. The
tour kicks off on November 7
during the Hockey India cen-
tenary celebrations in New
Delhi, ahead of the tourna-
ment in Chennai and Madu-
rai (Nov 28-Dec 10).

SYDNEY

Cummins
targeting
return for
Ashes

Australia captain Pat
Cummins is targeting the
second Ashes Test in Bris-
bane (Dec 4) for his return
from a back injury, missing
the Perth opener. Cum-
mins, who is managing his
workload, admitted he
might not play all four re-
maining matches due to
short turnarounds be-
tween games.

FORT LAUDERDALE

Suarez
suspended

Inter Miami striker Luis
Suérez has been sus-
pended and fined for the
series-deciding MLS
playoff match against
Nashville SC. The suspen-
sion was for "violent con-
duct” after kicking an
opponent, which was
caught by the Disciplinary
Committee, potentially
ending Miami's season if
they lose.
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INSPIRATION UNBOUND| President Murmu hails World Cup-winning women cricketers

LFLECTS INDIA
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President Droupadi Murmu in a group photograph with the members of the Indian women'’s cricket team at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Thursday IANS

IANS
NEW DELHI

Pride, passion, and patrio-
tism filled Rashtrapati Bha-
van as President Droupadi

Murmu felicitated the ICC
Women’s World Cup 2025
champions — Team India —
lauding them as the true re-
flection of the nation’s unity
in diversity.

Applauding their historic
triumph, President Murmu
said the team embodied
India’s spirit, representing
“different regions, different
backgrounds, yet one Team

— India.” She praised their
remarkable win over the
seven-time world champion
Australia, calling it “a shining
example of excellence and
determination.”

The President emphasized
that the players had become
role models for a generation,
inspiring millions of young
girls to dream big. “Your hard
work, skill, and courage have

strengthened the faith of
every Indian,” she said, ap-
preciating the contributions
of the coaching and support
staff as well.

In her heartfelt address,

she added that the team’s
journey — from sleepless
nights to glorious victory —
symbolises the resilience of
India itself: diverse yet united,
tested yet triumphant.

PM Modi’s heartfelt banter with HEARTBREAK
World Cup Queens goes viral

IANS
NEW DELHI

Laughter, inspiration, and
nostalgia filled the air at Lok
Kalyan Marg as Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi met
Indias World Cup-winning
womens cricket team on
Wednesday - a moment that
quickly went viral, capturing
hearts across the nation.

The meeting, celebrating
India’s 52-run triumph over
South Africa in the 2025 ICC
Womens ODI World Cup
final at DY Patil Stadium, was
a blend of camaraderie and
candid conversations.
Dressed in elegant formals
and beaming with medals, the
Harmanpreet Kaur-led cham-
pions relived their journey
from setbacks to glory - now
etched not just in history, but
in spirit.

“You’ve earned it
with your hard
work™

PM Modi praised the team’s
grit after their rollercoaster
campaign — from three early
defeats to a historic come-
back. “You've earned it with
your hard work,” he told
them, adding that their
triumph would inspire gener-
ations of young girls.

Vice-captain Smriti Mand-

hana said, “PM Modi has been
a great inspiration for us. His
words motivate every girl in

India to dream big.”
All-rounder Deepti
Sharma, the tournament’s

Player of the Series, recalled
his 2017 advice — “Keep work-
ing hard, and one day you'll
achieve your dreams” — say-
ing, “Those words stayed with
me”

The Prime Minister even
teased her about her Hanu-
man tattoo and “Jai Shri Ram”
Instagram  posts. Deepti
smiled, saying, “That faith
gives me strength.” Modi re-
sponded, “Faith teaches us to
surrender, but also to rise
stronger.”

low is tile
love of crores of
Indians”

“This

In one of the most viral mo-
ments, Harleen Deol
lightened the atmosphere by
asking the PM his skincare se-
cret. Modi laughed and said,
“This glow is the love of crores
of Indians — that’s my biggest
strength.” The room erupted
in laughter.

Teammate Richa Ghosh,
who played through a frac-
tured finger, drew admiration
as Modi quipped, “Richa, you
win every game you play, don't
you?” Her modest reply:
“Maybe it’s because my team
trusts me — that trust gives

me confidence.”

Fit India, Faith,
and Future
Champions

Turning the talk toward fit-
ness, PM Modi urged the
players to champion the Fit
India Movement, particularly
among schoolgirls. “Your
words carry weight. Tell them
— reduce oil by 10%, stay ac-
tive, and inspire others,” he
said. He encouraged them to
visit their schools each year to
motivate students, adding,
“Children will remember it
for life”

Head coach Amol Muzum-
dar shared how the team once
met King Charles but longed

more for this meeting. “The
support staff said, ‘We don't
need that photo; we want one
with PM Modi’ Today, that
dream came true,” he said.

Harmanpreet reflected on
the team’s journey: “We faced
so many setbacks, but they
made us stronger — mentally
and physically. There was al-
ways belief wed lift that
trophy”

To which PM Modi replied,
“That belief, that unity — that’s
what champions are made of.”

From Catch to
Keepsake

The Prime Minister re-
called Harleen’s viral 2021
catch and Harmanpreet
pocketing the final match
ball. Laughing, Modi said,
“You must have seen the
trophy while catching!” Har-
manpreet smiled, “It just
came to me — maybe divine
planning.”

As the session concluded,
Modji’s final message reson-
ated: “Together, we must take
the country forward. Stay fit,
stay humble — and keep win-
ning for India.”

Mandhana summed up the
team’s sentiment perfectly —
“Sir, we'll always remember
your words. Every time we
step on the field, your encour-
agement travels with us.”

& HEROICS

CHESS DRAMA | Vidit survives
scare, Nihal crashes out in
World Cup thriller

PTI

PANJIM

The FIDE World Cup de-
livered high-octane drama
on Thursday as India's
Grandmaster Vidit Gujra-
thi survived a major scare
against 12-year-old Argen-
tine prodigy Oro Faustino
to advance to the third
round, while Nihal Sarin
suffered a heartbreaking
exit after squandering
winning positions against
Greece's Stamatis.

In a match that stretched
to rapid tie-breaks, Gujra-
thi displayed nerves of
steel, drawing the first
game and winning the sec-
ond with black pieces to
secure a hard-fought vic-
tory and a spot in the last-
64 stage of the $2 million
prize money event.

The day, however,
brought disappointment
for Nihal Sarin, who
missed several winning
opportunities against
Greek Grandmaster Kour-
koulos-Arditis Stamatis be-
fore collapsing in the first
set of tie-break games.

BOWLING BRIGADE

STRIKES GOLD

UNASSAILABLE LEAD | India throttle

Australia, lead series 2-1

PTI
GOLD COAST

India’s bowlers orchestrated a
spectacular chokehold on
Australia, defending a mod-
est total of 168 with a clinical
48-run victory in the fourth
T20I at Carrara on Thursday.
The win handed India an un-
assailable 2-1 lead in the five-
match series, with one game
to play.

After a middling batting
performance, the Indian at-
tack rose to the occasion,
bundling out the hosts for 119
in 18.2 overs. The collapse was
triggered by Axar Patel (2/23)
and Shivam Dube (2/30), who
broke the backbone of the
Australian chase after a solid
start. Washington Sundar

(3/20) then mopped up the
tail, ensuring a comprehen-
sive victory.

The Australian

innings

crumbled from a comfort-
able 91/3 to a disastrous 119 all
out, losing 7 wickets for just
28 runs in a dramatic middle-
order collapse. Axar’s crucial
powerplay breakthrough to
trap Matthew Short (30) was
followed by Dube’s double-
strike in successive overs to
remove skipper Mitchell
Marsh (25) and the dangerous
Tim David (14).

"The game seemed done
and dusted when Glenn Max-
well saw his exposed stumps
disturbed,” summed up the
moment that effectively
sealed Australia's fate.

While the batting lacked
fluency, contributions from
Shubman Gill (46) and a late
cameo from Axar Patel (21 off
11)* provided just enough for
the bowlers to defend. Na-
than Ellis (3/21) was the pick
of the Australian bowlers, but
his efforts were over-

shadowed by
India’s collective
bowling brilliance.
The final T20 will
be played in Brisbane
on November 8, with
India having al-
ready pocketed
the series in a
display of
bowling
mastery that
left the Aus-
tralian bat-

ting line-up

with no
answers.

Axar Patel L,
bowls T
duringa e -
T20 cricket

international be-
tween India and

Australia in Car- et

rara, Australia on
Thursday AP/PTI
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/“Those who taunted me
and my family are now ap-
plauding us,” beams India’s
new pace sensation Kranti
Goud, whose journey from
the dusty lanes of Ghuwara
village, Madhya Pradesh, to
the world stage is nothing

short of cinematic.

At just 22, Kranti played
a pivotal role in India’s
maiden women’s World
Cup victory, bagging nine
wickets at an average of
18.55, including a Player of
the Match-winning three-
wicket spell against Pakis-
tan.

“I didn’t even know

Brief scores

INDIA - 167 for loss of
eight wickets in 20
overs (Shubman Gill 46,
Abhishek Sharma 28; Na-
than Ellis 3/21, Adam
Zampa 3/45) defeated
AUSTRALIA -119 all
outin18.2in overs
(Mitchell Marsh
30; Washington
~  Sundar 3/3,
Axar Patel 2/20)
by four wickets

" totals for Aus

% athome

111 vs NZ Sydney
2022

119 vs Ind Gold Coast
2025

127 vs Pak Mel-

" bourne 2010

131 vs Ind Melbourne
20M

Lowest targets
o successfully
' defended vs Aus

in Aus (T201)

162 by India Canberra
2020

168 by India Gold Coast
2025*
179 by England Canberra
2022
185 by India Melbourne 2016
185 by India Adelaide 2016

Kranti Storm |

From Ghuwara to Glory - Kranti’s pace of change

w. PTI

there was an Indian
women’s cricket team,”
laughs Kranti, recalling
her accidental start - toss-
ing balls back to boys play-
ing outside her house
before joining their game
one day.

From that humble be-
ginning to being felicitated
by President Droupadi

Ahmedabad
to host 2026
T20 WC final

PTI
NEW DELHI

The world's largest cricket sta-
dium in Ahmedabad is set to
host another global spectacle,
having been chosen as the
venue for the 2026 T20 World
Cup final. The BCCI has short-
listed five major Indian cities—
Ahmedabad, Chennai, Delhi,
Kolkata, and Mumbai—to co-
host the February-March tour-
nament alongside Sri Lanka.

This marks a swift return of
a World Cup final to Indian
soil, with Ahmedabad having
hosted the epic India vs. Aus-
tralia 2023 ODI World Cup
final just two years prior. The
2026 edition will see India
enter as the defending cham-
pion, having clinched the title
in Barbados in 2024.

In a unique arrangement,
SriLanka will serve as the des-
ignated neutral venue for all of
Pakistan's matches, including
the final, should they qualify.
The full schedule for the highly
anticipated 9th edition of the
T20 World Cup is expected to
be announced next week.

"Nihal could have won the
match easily as he enjoyed
decent positions but he
spurned them," summar-
ized his agonizing near-
miss.

World junior champion
V  Pranav emerged as
another Indian  hero,
bouncing back after losing
the second game to defeat
Norway's Aryan Tari and
book his place in the next
round.

Indian
Rollercoaster

Vidit Gujrathi defeated
Oro Faustino (Argentina)
1.5-0.5 in rapid tie-break

Nihal Sarin lost to Stamatis
(Greece) 0.5-1.5in tie-
break

V Pranav showed "nerves
of steel” to defeat Aryan
Tari (Norway) 1.5-0.5

M Pranesh scored a clean
2-0 victory over Germany's
Dmitrij Kollars

R Praggnanandhaa and S
L Narayanan moved closer
to qualification with tie-
break wins

THREE STARS,
ONE TITLE

Smriti, Laura, Gardner in race for
ICC Women’s Player of the Month

IANS

DUBAI

Fresh off her dazzling World
Cup campaign, India’s vice-cap-
tain Smriti Mandhana has been
shortlisted for the ICC
Womens Player of the Month
for October, alongside South
Africa’s Laura Wolvaardt and
Australia’s Ashleigh Gardner,
the International Cricket Coun-
cil announced on Wednesday.

Mandhana’s
Momentum

After a subdued start in the
early league stages, Mandhana
reignited India’s campaign with
a blazing 80 against Australia
and a valiant 88 versus England,
setting the stage for India’s late
surge. Her defining moment
came with a 109-run master-
class against New Zealand,
building a 212-run match-win-
ning partnership with Pratika
Rawal that helped India secure
a crucial berth in the knock-
outs.

Wolvaardt’s
Run Machine

South Africa captain Laura
Wolvaardt dominated the run
charts, finishing as the leading
run-scorer of the World Cup
with 470 runs in eight matches.
Her sublime touch produced
three half-centuries and a tour-
nament-defining 169-run
knock in the semifinal against
England — a performance that
nearly denied India their fairy-
tale ending.

Gardner’s Golden
All-Round Feat

Australia’s Ashleigh Gardner
showcased her signature bal-
ance of aggression and preci-
sion, climbing to the top three
in ICC ODI rankings for batters,
bowlers, and all-rounders. Dur-
ing the month, she captured
seven wickets and amassed 328
runs, including standout cen-
turies of 115 against New Zeal-
and and 104 not out versus
England.

Murmu and meeting
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Kranti’s meteoric
rise has inspired countless
girls across rural India.
Her grit silenced critics
who once questioned her
playing with boys. “They
didn’t allow girls to play,
but I told myself — one
day, they’ll clap for me.

Now, they do,” she says
with pride.

Mentored by Rajiv Bil-
thre of the Chhatarpur
Cricket Association,
Kranti’s journey took flight
when her raw pace caught
his eye. Within months,
she was representing Mad-
hya Pradesh, and in less
than a year, she earned her

India debut in May 2024.
Her bowling mantra?
“Keep it simple — just
bowl at the stumps,” she
says, echoing her coach
Amol Muzumdar’s words.
As the echoes of victory
resound, one thing is clear
— Kranti Goud’s name is
now synonymous with
“Speed, Spirit, and Shakti.”
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GOLDEN ACES | Pramod, Tapan, Yash & Shekhar secure semifinal berths

State veterans storm semis

Our Sports Reporter
INDORE

Madhya Pradesh’s veteran
tennis stars delivered a
power-packed performance
at the World Tennis Masters
Tour ITF MT 700 tournament,
with four players storming
into the semifinals and Indra-
kumar Mahajan marching
into the final on an action-
packed day at the Indore Ten-
nis Club.

Leading the charge was In-
drakumar Mahajan, who con-
tinued his giant-killing spree
in the Men’s 40+ category, de-

feating Shalin Bhatt 6-4, 6-4 in
a commanding semifinal dis-
play to book his place in the
championship round.

While Harpreet Bajpai suf-
fered a semifinal loss in the
Women’s 35+ category, the
day belonged to MP’s golden

The state’s semifinalists showcased

remarkable grit:

PRAMOD DIXIT (65+): Fought back after losing the sec-

ond set to win 6-3, 2-6, 6-3

YASH VIDYARTHI (60+): Caused an upset by defeating 8th

seed Paresh Patel 6-1, 7-5

SHEKHAR TIWARI (55+): Prevailed in a nail-biting 6-3, 1-6,

6-3 quarterfinal thriller

TAPAN SHARMA (50+): Dominated 3rd seed Yogesh Kohli

6-2,6-2
e

generation of tennis talents,
who proved that experience
and skill can trump youth in
this prestigious international
competition.

With multiple players just

one step away from the finals,
Madhya Pradesh’s masters
have firmly established the
state as a powerhouse of vet-
eran tennis talent on the na-
tional stage.

Lashkari gets
national
call-up for
Taekwondo
C’ship

INDORE: In a moment of

pride for the city's sporting

community,

e international

2 taekwondo

L=, referee Gau-

‘I . tam Lashkari

has been ap-

pointed as an official for the

prestigious 69th National

School Taekwondo Cham-

pionship in Jammu, organised

by the School Games Feder-
ation of India.

Currently serving as a
Taekwondo coach at Laurels
School International, Lashkari
will officiate matches for boys
(Nov 9-13) and girls (Nov 15-19)
in the Under-19 category,
where young athletes from
across the nation will compete
for glory.

The appointment recogni-
ses Lashkari's expertise and
standing in the sport, earning
him congratulations from the
Madhya Pradesh Taekwondo
Association, Indore Martial
Arts Academy, and his school
colleagues.

Bhavya Pratap
knocks out rivals
to clinch SGFI

Emerald storms into
IPSC national semis

FINAL FOUR BOUND | Hosts crush Bhopal rivals
by 8 wickets, DC joins elite national top four

Our Sports Reporter
INDORE

In a spectacular display of
cricketing prowess, host Eme-
rald Heights International
School stormed into the na-
tional semi-finals of the pres-
tigious All India IPSC Boys
Cricket Tournament, defeating
Sanskar Valley School, Bhopal,
by 8 wickets in a one-sided
quarterfinal clash on Thursday.

The Emerald Heights
bowlers set up the victory, re-
stricting the Bhopal team to a
meagre 79 all out in 20 overs,
with Suryansh Patel claiming
two crucial wickets. The chase

was a mere formality as
opener Sahaj Jain unleashed a
blistering, unbeaten 57 runs,
guiding his team to victory in
just10.2 overs and rightly earn-
ing the Man of the Match
award. The day was doubly
celebratory for Indore as Daly
College also secured its place
in the national Final Four, de-
feating Rajkumar College, Rai-
pur, in a tighter contest.
Batting first, Daly College
posted 130 runs, successfully
defending the total by restrict-
ing Raipur to 118 runs.

Other QFs
MNSS Rai posted a mam-

moth 226 runs, powered by
Hardil's explosive 115 off 43
balls, to defeat DPS RK Puram
by 20 runs.

Modern School, Delhi de-
livered a jaw-dropping per-
formance, scoring 250/4 and
then bowling out Doon School
for just 52 runs, with Varun
Sharma's 148 off 60 balls being
the standout innings.

With two Indore schools
now among the top four
teams in the country, the city
has firmly stamped its auth-
ority on the national school
cricket map, setting the stage
for a thrilling semifinal show-
down.
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ISBA college wrestlers
dominate, claim triple crown

Our Sports Reporter
INDORE

ISBA College executed a spec-
tacular clean sweep at the
inter-college wrestling tourna-
ment, with all three of its ath-
letes storming to gold medals
in their respective weight cat-
egories in a display of pure
dominance.

The golden trio — Goutam
Singh (57 kg), Shivam Yadav (74
kg), and Rohit Prajapat (86 kg)
~ left no room for doubt, each
securing first place in a com-
manding performance that
showcased the college's wres-
tling prowess. From the light-
weight agility of Goutam to the

raw power of Rohit in the chal-
lenging 86 kg class, ISBA Col-
lege covered all bases, leaving
competitors pinned in their
wake.

The remarkable victory, a

rare 100 per cent success rate,
drew immediate recognition
from college leadership.
Chairman Dr Ranjan Mittal
congratulated the team, stat-
ing, "This impressive victory
reflects the college's commit-
ment to sports excellence and
highlights the preparation and
determination of its wrestling
team in regional competitions.”
This triple gold triumph not
only brings immediate glory
but significantly bolsters ISBA
College's reputation as a rising
powerhouse in collegiate ath-
letic events, setting a new
benchmark for wrestling ex-
cellence and inspiring a new
generation of grapplers.

St Umar & Malharashram Schools
clinch opening day thrillers

Our Sports Reporter
INDORE

The Chimanbagh Grounds
erupted with energy and
youthful spirit as the District
Softball Association's Inter-
School Softball Tournament
kicked off in spectacular
fashion. Inaugurated under the
chief patronage of Rajkumar
Sehgal, the event saw a glitter-
ing assembly of international
players Savita Parekh, Vikrant
Akhere, Sohail Khan, and Rit-
wik Pathak who graced the oc-
casion, inspiring the next
generation of athletes. The first
day of the tournament was a
display of sheer determination
and skill, with St. Umar and

Government Malharashram
Higher Secondary School
emerging as the standout per-
formers, securing decisive vic-
tories across different
categories.
St Umar’s
strong start

Asha St Umar High School
began their campaign on a high
note, securing a solid 5-1 victory
over Government Marathi
Higher Secondary School No.
17. The team displayed excellent
coordination and a strong de-
fensive game to claim their first

win.
Govt School
bounces back

In a swift turnaround, Gov-
ernment Marathi Higher Sec-

ondary School No. 17 show-
cased their prowess in the Girls'
category. They delivered a
powerful performance, domi-
nating their match against Asha
St. Umar Academy School with
a resounding 10-1 scoreline,
proving their mettle on the
field.
Malharashram’s
day of dominance

It was a double delight for
Government Malharashram
Higher Secondary School, who
asserted their supremacy in
both the Under-17 categories.

In a closely contested Under-
17 Boys match, Malharashram
held their nerve to defeat Asha
St. Higher Secondary School
with a score of 6-4.

Former international shuttler's golden mantra for young aces

Our Sports Reporter
INDORE

"If children want to progress,
regularity, along with morn-
ing runs and discipline, are
crucial," former inter-
national badminton player
and national champion
Manik Kelkar Paranjpe told
young shuttlers.

During an inspirational
session at the Narayan Bagh

Bal Vikas Kendra Badminton
Hall, Paranjpe - accom-
panied by fellow former in-
ternational Kanchan Kelkar
Sane—emphasised a holistic
approach  to  training.
“Children should come regu-
larly for an hour or an hour
and a half, even during
exams. Morning runs, exer-
cise, and regular yoga and
meditation are very benefi-
cial. One should follow the

instructor's instructions,” she
advised.

The visiting legends ap-
preciated the academy’s sys-
tematic approach, including
the use of a uniform, which
they noted fosters discipline
and a sense of belonging.

Masters  player  Ajay
Mohta, who has competed at
the national level, endorsed
the academy’s efforts, stat-
ing, “Sartaj Academy is the

most active in Indore.”

The event, coordinated by
national referee and coach
Dharmesh Yashalha, saw
young players Nayonika Nar-
wale, Nurvi Ankit Joshi,
Naisha Purohit, and Abdul
Qadir Ujjainwala welcoming
the guests, marking a mem-
orable day of mentorship
and motivation for Indore’s
next-generation badminton
talent.
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District
Martial Arts

showdown
hits Mhow

Our Sports Reporter
INDORE

The stage is set for a high-
energy display of discipline
and skill as the 21st Alet Dis-
trict Martial Arts Karate
Competition kicks off today,
bringing together young ka-
ratekas from across the re-
gion in a quest for glory.

Organised by Alet Sports
Academy under the aegis of
the Indore District Koshiki
Sangh and Shito Ryu Karate
Federation, with support
from Shreyas Little Child
School, the championship
will witness fierce competi-
tion among students from 10
premier schools, including
Shreyas Academy, Bun Sun
School, Bal Niketan Sangh,
Chameli Devi Public School,
and Christina  Convent
School, among others.

The event will be con-
ducted under the expert di-
rection of Devraj Khode,
Gargi Bhargava, and Rakesh
Shrivas, with Rajendra Patil
gracing the occasion as the
guest of honour.

As young martial artists
prepare to compete for gold,
silver, and bronze medals,
the championship promises
not only to showcase emerg-
ing talent but also to rein-
force values of respect, focus,
and perseverance—corner-
stones of martial arts tradi-
tion.

Five young stars leap into national ¢’ship

Our Sports Reporter
INDORE

In a significant recogni-
tion of the city's emerging
talent in rope sports, five
young athletes from In-
dore have been selected to
represent the region at
the prestigious National

Jump Rope Champion-
ship-25 in Rewa, Madhya
Pradesh.

The selected squad in-
cludes Mohak Jain, Parth
Jharekar, Ojas Sharma,
Ashwin  Kherde, and
Nikita Bhaskarle, who will
compete in their respect-
ive categories at the na-

tional-level competition.

Adding to the city's rep-
resentation, District Sec-
retary Sandhya Sharma
will accompany the team
as an official coach, pro-
viding guidance and sup-
port to the young jumpers
as they prepare to take on
the nation's best.
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What truly keeps Vaani fit

Bollywood actress opens up about her morning rituals, N
diet secrets, mindfulness and how she balances fitness I
Aanchal Chaudhary filled with mindful moments. In a candid conversation with

For someone constantly under  The Free Press Journal, bolly-
here’sa quiet calmin  the spotlight, the actress believes ~ wood actress Vaani Kapoor
the way Vaani Ka- infinding balance through spiri- opened up about her daily rou-
poor talks about her  tuality, discipline, and a love for  tine, workout habits, and how
mornings — unhur-  all things nourishing, both for  she maintains a healthy relation-
the body and mind.

ried, grounded, and

While Vaani doesn’t rely on pre-workout
meals or breakfasts, she does take BCAA
supplements to help with muscle recovery.

“Mine is sugar-free, it just helps me recover
faster,” the Aabeer Gulaal fame says. Her diet

is protein-rich, with a focus on natural
foods and mindful eating. “Everyone’s
body reacts differently,” she

emphasises. “You need to know your I“s"l_e burgers! Cheat meals are a
metabolism and understand what Vaanl’s must at least once a week,”
diet Vaani laughs. She admits, “l don’t

works for you.” The 37-year-old
follows intermittent fasting, which
she calls “the only thing that has truly

worked” for her. “I start my first meal around

10 a.m. and finish dinner by 6:30 or 7 p.m.,”

she shares. “l usually do 14 hours of fasting, it
keeps me light and energetic.” “l can’t do fad

diets like keto or paleo, | want something

Vaani confesses she loves recovery

cooking for others. “During For her night routine, the
COVID, | used to bake healthy actress swears by simple,
oat desserts with blueberries effective supplements. “I

for my friends,” she recalls take magnesium before

fondly. “They loved it! It sleeping, it really helps me H
. ; was just something | picked rest better. And | also take Iaughs at me for it, but love the

up online and turned my salmon oil vitamins,” she calmit brings

Om & KGF fame
veteran actor
Harish Rai dies

eteran Kannada actor Harish Rai,
Vbest known for his performances in

films like Om and the KGF series,
has passed away after battling cancer. The
actor was a respected name in South In-
dian cinema, having acted in Kannada,
Tamil, and Telugu films over several dec-
ades. Throughout his career, Rai appeared
in several popular films such as Samara,
Bangalore Underworld, Jodihakki, Raj Ba-
hadur, Sanju Weds Geetha, Swayamvara,
and Nalla. However, his roles in Om and
the KGF franchise brought him wide rec-
ognition and love from fans.

Harish Rai

F

IFP turns 15

ifteen years since its inception, the India Film
FProject (IFP) returns to Mehboob Studios on

November 29 and 30 for its 15th edition — a
two-day cel- =
ebration of cre-
ativity,
storytelling,
and collabora-
tion. Now rec-
ognized as the
world’s largest
festival for Cre-
ativity x Cul-
ture, IFP brings
together film-
makers, writers, musicians, designers, and per-
formers from across the globe. This year’s jury
features acclaimed names such as Dibakar Baner-
jee, Sheeba Chaddha, Hariharan, Bilal Siddiqi, and
Mukesh Chhabra, among others. With over 40,000
participants from 23 countries, IFP continues to
champion imagination, curiosity, and community
— inspiring creators everywhere to dream, collab-
orate, and tell their stories.

ship with food.

sustainable,” says Vaani. Her meals are
simple yet nutritious with chicken,
veggies, almond flour parathas, and
gluten-free rotis. She avoids sugar,
dairy, and processed foods but is not
shy about indulging occasionally. “I
also live that life,” she states,
continuing, “l love my fries and

want to starve and punish myself
because that is also like comfort food
for me.” But, these days, the actress has
switched to sugar free ice cream or almond
zucchini brownie, giving her cheat meal a
healthy punch. “Which also, by the way, tastes
delicious,” Vanni emphasises.

Pics: Instagram_@vaanikapoor

Her diet habits
during shoots

The actress doesn’t believe in starving
herself during long shoots. “Our shoots
go on for 12 to 16 hours, so | carry
snacks such as millets, popcorn, fox
nuts, and protein bars. If I’'m hun-
gry, | eat.” She credits fitness
and mindful eating for help-
ing her sustain energy and
focus through hectic schedules. “When
your body is getting trained, especially
weight training helps you to develop
that stamina for those many hours for
you to work,” adds the Raid 2 star.

i‘:;-"""\-

EXCLUSIVE

Vaani Ipves
cooking Rest and

out delicious.” says. “It’'s my small self-care
ritual for a calm night.”

__.__'

Meghan Markle set |
to return to acting? |

CJ Desk set today. She has a small part. She E
seemed very relaxed and happy. She in- 1 "}
fter years of being away troduced herself to everyone and was -
from her acting career, verysweetand down-to-earth.”
Meghan Markle is now all Among other cast members are Me-
set to make her return to  lissa Villasenor, Natasha Demetriou,
films. According to Variety, ~Anna Konkle, Patti Harrison, Jack
Meghan Markle will be featured in  Shalloo, and Dustin Demri-Burns.
the upcoming comedy film titled Close  Close Personal Friends reportedly fo-
Personal Friends, also starring Lily Col-  cuses on the story of a “regular”
lins, Jack Quaid, Brie Larson, and couple that meets a celebrity couple
Henry Golding. during their trip to Santa Barbara.
Even though Meghan Markle will be However, it is when the two
seen in a small cameo role, details sur-  couples become friends that things
rounding her character have been kept  start getting awkward and lines are
under wraps. The film’s shooting is cur-  crossed. Directed by Jason Orley, the
rently underway in Los Angeles. Speak-  film’s screenplay comes from Isaac
ing about the Duchess of Sussex’s part,a  Aptaker, who is also producing
source told People, “Meghan was on the  alongside Elizabeth Berger.

ok

Are actors Rashmika Mandanna and Vijay Deverakonda all set to

take their relationship to the next level? The much-loved couple re-
portedly got

engaged in October 2025 in an intimate ceremony and is now planning to
get married in February 2026 in Udaipur, Rajasthan. A viral social media
post has claimed that the wedding will take place on February 26 at a
grand palace in Udaipur. Though the reports have taken the internet by
storm, neither Rashmika nor Vijay has officially confirmed or denied
them. Sources close to the couple had earlier informed NDTV that their
engagement took place on October 3, in a private ceremony attended only
by close friends and family. The event was said to be simple yet elegant,

marking the beginning of a new chapter in their relationship. Pic: Instagram_@m

‘ llisten to chants and
smudge the house to
cleanse the energy. My mom

— Vaani Kapoor

‘1 always e
begin with
meditation’

“l don’t have a very
fixed morning
routine,” Vaani
admits, “but | always
begin with meditation.
It keeps me centered
and helps me align my
thoughts for the day.”
She also adds a unique
ritual, spiritual
smudging. “Il listen to
chants and smudge
the house to cleanse
the energy. My mom
laughs at me for it, but
I love the calm it
brings.” Once she’s
done with her morning
rituals, the actress
heads straight to the
gym. “If I skip a
morning workout, I’ll
slack during the day,”
she laughs. Her
routine alternates
between Pilates and
weight training, but
strength training
remains her main
focus.

-

What’s next

On the professional front, Vaani
will next be seen in Badtameez
Gill, directed by Navjot Gulati and r
produced by Nickky and Viicky
Bhagnani. She also stars in
Sonali Rattan Deshmukh’s
Sarvgunn Sampann,
alongside an ensemble
cast including Namik Paul
and Raghubir Yadav. For
Vaani, wellness isn’t about
perfection, it's about
consistency, balance, and joy.
As she puts it, “It’s not just about
fitness or food; it’s about how you
feel from within.”

Akon brings
the biggest
party to India

lobal music November, I'm bringing
icon Akonisset the party of the year
to electrify In-  straight to you. Can’t wait
dian audiences to see my people, my fans,
this November my fam out there — let’s
with what promises to be make history together!”
the biggest party of the The concert series, pres-
year. The Grammy-nomi- ented by HSBC and co-
nated singer and hitmaker  presented by The Spirit of
behind chartbusters like KASHMYR, is organised by
Smack That, Lonely, Don’t White Fox and Percept
Matter, Right Now (Na Na Live. Aman Kumar, co-
Na), and the Bollywood fa- founder of White Fox,
vourite Chammak Challo, called Akon’s return a
will perform in Delhi on  “full-circle moment” for
November 9, Bengaluru fans who grew up with his
on November 14, and __ music. “Each city will
Mumbai on Novem- « "8 feel the energy —
ber 16. ; the lights, the pro-
In a special mess- _ duction, the con-
age to his Indian ' | nection,” he said.
fans, Akon said,
“Y’all ready,
India? It’s your
boy Akon!

Pic: Instagram_@akon
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Arihant Capital Markets Limited

[Mernber of BSE, MSE, NCDEX, MCK, DP-NSDL, CD5L) CIN: La612OMP1IS2PLCO0T 162

Regd, Office: G601, Atlsrls Tosser, Phot Mo, 13-4, Schame No. 78, Wiay Magar, Indore- 452000
Ph.: 17314317200, Emal: compliancefiarihantcapital.com, ‘Webrsite: wasw.arihantcapital.com

UNAUDITED STANDALONE AND CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS
FOR THE QUARTER AND HALF YEARLY ENDED OM SEPTEMBER 30th, 2025

Based on the recommendations of the sadit Comittes, the Board of Arihant Capitel Markets Limized ("The
Company"} 3t its meeting beld on Thursdsy, D5th Movember, 2025, approved the Unaudited Standalone and
Consabdated Fimancial Results of the Coampany far the Quarter and Half Yearly ended an September 30, 025
wihich harvs been swibject to 8 limited review by Statutory Auditars af tha Campany, in terms of Bepulation 33 of
SERI (Listing Dbligations & Disclosure Reguirements) Regulations, 2015,

Tha aforemantioned Financiad Results sfong with the Limited Roview Report of the Statutory Suditors thereon
are gvailable en the compary website al!

hetpsf fwwaribanteapital.comy Files) research-reports fOUTCOMEO FBE M. pdf

Youcan alsoaccess the results by scanning the Quick Response Code provided below:

For Arihant Capital Markets Limited
Sdf-
Ashok Kumar fain
[Chalrman & Maraging Directar)
DM = 00184729 ¥

ArihantCapital

San The OR Code 1o view the result
an the wirlisite of the company.

Mace: Mumbad, Date | 0b.12.2025

MNota: The abave intimation s inaccordance with the Regulation 33 read with Repulation £7(1] of the Sacurtes
and E-:-:hange Board of India |Li5-l.ir'|,|.} Ubligatil:ll'l‘i. and eoasume rte::ulremenu] FiEEu'atillll'li. 15,
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UNAUDITED STANDALONE AND CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS
FOR THE QUARTER AND HALF YEARLY ENDED ON SEPTEMBER 30th, 2025
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Company''} 31 s meeting held on Thirsdyy, DSth Movernber, 2025, approved the Unaudited Sandalone and
Consobdatad Firancial Results of the Campary far the (uarter and Half ¥aarly ended an September 30, 2025
which haree bepn subject to & limited review by Statutory Auditors af the Comparny, in terma of Regulation 33 of
SERI[Listing Dibdigations & Disciosure Reguirements | Regulations, 2015,
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Youan alsoaccess the results by scanning the Quick Response Code provided below:
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