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From IPL sparks to

India flame

NATION
Storm ravages

Uttar Pradesh,

P14

claims 33 lives

DIPLOMATIC FLASHPOINT] India signals tougher stance on
backers of Pakistan and its cross-border terrorism

Respect interests or risk
ties: China, Turkey warned

PTI
NEW DELHI

India on Thursday reminded
China that "mutual” trust, re-
spect and sensitivity are the
basis of its ties with China -- in
remarks that came against the
backdrop of Pakistani military
using several Chinese
weapons systems during its
four-day confrontation with
the Indian armed forces.
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said NSA Ajit Doval spoke to
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi on May 10 and con-
veyed India's resolute stance
against cross-border terrorism
emanating from Pakistan.
Asked whether China's
military support to Pakistan

ISLAMABAD

Pak expels
diplomat

Pakistan on Thursday ex-
pelled a staff member of
the Indian High Commis-
sion in Islamabad, declaring
the official persona non
grata and ordering him to
leave the country within 24
hours. The Indian Chargé
d'Affaires was summoned
to the Pakistani Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to formally
convey the decision. The
move came just hours after
India expelled a Pakistani
diplomat — its second such
expulsion in a week.

JAMMU

Soldier killed
in gunfight

A soldier was killed and two
others injured on Thursday
in an ongoing gunfight be-
tween the joint security
forces & terrorists in J&K's
Kishtwar district, officials
said. Army jawan martyred
in has been identified as
Sepoy Gaykar Sandip Pan-
durang, resident of village
Karandi, Ahmednagar dis-
trict, Maharashtra.

JAMMU
Chargesheet

names Malik

The CBI has filed a charge-
sheet against former J&K
governor Satyapal Malik
and seven others for al-
leged corruption in award-
ing Rs 2,200 crore civil
works for the Kiru hydro-
power project. Malik, criti-
cally ill and hospitalised in
Delhi, was accused along-
side aides and Chenab Val-
ley Power Projects officials.
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will have adverse impact on
New Delhi's ties with Beijing,
Jaiswal underlined the impor-
tance of "mutual trust, mutual
respect and mutual sensitivity"
for the relations.

The spokesperson was re-
sponding to a question at his
weekly media briefing.

"Our National Security Ad-
visor (NSA) and the Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi had
spoken to each other on May 10
when the NSA conveyed India's

Chinese side is aware
that mutual trust, mu-
tual respect and mutual
sensitivity remain the
basis of India-China re-
lations, says MEA

e

resolute stance against cross-
border terrorism emanating
from Pakistan," Jaiswal said.
"The Chinese side is aware
that mutual trust, mutual re-
spect and mutual sensitivity
remain the basis of India-
China relations,” he added.
Following the four-day-long
military clashes between India
and Pakistan, the Indian mili-
tary released images that
showed the Pakistan military's
use of Chinese weapons in-

cluding PL-15 missiles in tar-
geting Indian military installa-
tions. Pakistan has been an "all
weather friend" of China and
Chinese fighter jets and mis-
siles were used by the Pakistan
military during the clashes.

The use of Chinese plat-
forms by Pakistan against
India came at a time New
Delhi and Beijing have been
looking at normalising their
ties following the eastern La-
dakh standoff.

India and China initiated a
series of steps to repair their
ties following the disengage-
ment of troops in the remain-
ing friction points along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in eastern Ladakh.

) Continued on | P8

COACH IN JAIL, SCANDAL GROWS:

Fresh rape, molestation charges
‘BIGGER THAN BHOPAL, COPS GOING SLOW’

Bajrang Dal office-bearer Tannu Sharma said, “This love
jihad scandal is far bigger than what happened in Bhopal
and Ujjain. The police are trying to suppress it. The ac-
cused lured Hindu girls into his trap and targeted nearly
150 of them. We have received objectionable videos and
other evidence, which we are handing over to the police.
We met the victim and helped her lodge an FIR.”

Two more

victims speak out

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Two more FIRs for rape and
molestation
have  been
registered
against the di-
rector of a
shooting
range, who is
currently in
jail for alleg-
edly molest-
ing a girl. The fresh cases were
filed after two more victims
came forward with com-
plaints.

Leaders of Hindu outfits
have claimed that the scandal
is larger than those reported
in Bhopal and Ujjain, alleging
that the accused Mosin
Khan—who ran the Dream
Olympic Shooting Range in
Silver Oaks Colony—targeted
nearly 150 Hindu girls. They
alleged that he molested and

Accused

raped the girls after recording
objectionable videos of them.
Some of these videos have
gone viral on social media.

However, police have re-
futed these claims based on
their preliminary investigation
and said that the accused’s
mobile phone is being sent to
the forensic department to re-
trieve deleted and hidden
data, including photos and vi-
deos.

Annapurna Police station
in-charge Ajay Nair confirmed
that two more victims had
reached the police station to
lodge complaints. Based on
their complaints, two addi-
tional FIRs have been regis-
tered against the accused

under relevant sections of the
BNS. The police will seek re-
mand of the accused for
further investigation.

Additional CP Amit Singh
said, “We are recording the
statements of other girls who
had enrolled for training. We
have not yet recovered any vi-
deos from the accused's mo-
bile phone. However, the
victim has shared some videos
and recordings, which we are
considering as evidence.”

On Thursday, a 23-year-old
woman filed a complaint of
rape, while a 32-year-old
woman lodged a complaint of
molestation.

) Continued on | P8

LOCALS PROTEST AT ACADEMY, DEMAND STRICT ACTION

Residents protest outside academy, demanding strict action
Local residents gathered in large numbers outside the shooting academy and staged a
protest on Thursday. They demanded strict action against the accused.

2 Israeli embassy staff
killed in Washington

2,360 WAITING
TO BE DEPORTED
TO BANGLADESH

IANS
NEW DELHI

India on Thursday urged
Bangladesh to expedite the
nationality verification pro-
cess to facilitate the deport-
ation of a large number of
illegal Bangladeshi immi-
grants in India. Addressing a
weekly media briefing, the
MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said that people who
are staying in India illegally,
whether they happen to be
Bangladeshi nationals or any
other, will be dealt with as
per law.

) Continued on | P8

AP
WASHINGTON

Two staff members of the Is-
raeli Embassy in Washington
were shot and killed Wednes-
day evening while leaving an
event at a Jewish museum, and
the suspect yelled, "Free, free
Palestine” after he was ar-
rested, police said.

Israeli Foreign Minister Gi-
deon Saar identified the vic-
tims as Yaron Lischinsky and
Sarah Milgrim. Lischinsky was
a research assistant, and Mil-
grim organised visits and
missions to Israel.

They were leaving an event

| NEET-PG |

at the Capital Jewish Museum
when the suspect approached
a group of four people and
opened fire, Metropolitan Po-
lice Chief Pamela Smith said at
anews conference.

Yoni Kalin and Katie Kal-
isher were inside the museum
when they heard gunshots and
aman came inside looking dis-
tressed, they said.

) Continued on | P8

US was in the
United States:

Agencies
AMSTERDAM

External Affairs Minister S Jai-
shankar has said that the ces-
sation of firing and military
action was negotiated directly
between India and Pakistan.
He said that India had made it
clear to every nation, includ-
ing the US, that Pakistan needs
to call India's general and say
that if it wants to stop the fir-
ing.

In an interview with the Ne-
therlands-based NOS, Jaishan-
kar said that US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio spoke to
him, and US Vice President JD
Vance talked to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi. He
stressed that it is natural that
nations call up when there are
two nations involved in a con-
flict.

When asked whether both
armies talked to each other,
initiated by the Pakistani
army, Jaishankar said, "Yes,
we have a mechanism to talk
to each other as a hotline. So,
on the 10th of May, it was the
Pakistani army which sent a
message that they were ready
to stop firing, and we re-
sponded accordingly."

) Continued on | P8

‘Pakistan was forced

PM Modi at Karnl Mata temple in Bikaner.

Agencies
BIKANER (RAJASTHAN)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday asserted that Pak-
istan will have to pay a heavy
price for every terrorist attack,
and that the country's enemies
have learnt what happens
when 'sindoor’ becomes gun-
powder.

Speaking in Palana in Bi-
kaner which shares a border
with Pakistan he lauded India’s
armed forces for creating such
a trap that Pakistan was forced

terror hideouts in 22 minutes.
The world and the enemies of
the country have seen what
happens when 'sindoor’ turns
into 'barood’ (gunpowder)," he
said.

"Ab toh Modi ki naso mein
lahu nahi garam sindoor beh
raha hai (Not blood but sin-
door runs in Modi's veins),” he
said, adding, Pakistan will have
to pay a heavy price for every
terrorist attack.

He said, "If there is a terror-
ist attack on India, it will get a
befitting reply. The time and

i Ab toh Modi ki naso

{ mein lahu nahi garam

i sindoor beh raha hai

i (Not blood but sindoor
i runs in Modi's veins)

Rahim Yar Khan
airbase is in ICU

i Now there will be

i neither trade nor talk

i with Pakistan. If there

¢ will be talk, it will only

i be about Pak-occupied
i Kashmir (PoK)

i Ye shodh pratishodh ka
: khel nahin, ye nyay ka

i naya swaroop hai, ye

i Operation Sindoor hai.

i Thisis notjusta

i retaliation; this is the

: 'Raudra Roop’ of a

i strong India. Ye Bharat

i ka naya swaroop hai.

i Pehle ghar mein ghus

i ke kiya tha vaar, ab

: seene pe kiya prahar

i hai. (First, we entered

: their house and at-

i tacked; now we have

i attacked them on their
i chests)... This is the

mesam ™ down on its knees’

Comment on Col Qureshi:
Abhijeet backs uncle Vljay Shah

Uploads a post on
social media in
minister’s support

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The nephew of Vijay Shah and
Congress legislator, Abhijeet
Shah, has come in support of his
uncle, breaking the party line.

Abhijeet has uploaded a
post on his Instagram, saying
the words may be wrong, but
a person from Makrai Riyasat
cannot be anti-national.

He also posted a video of
Shah. In the video, Shah is seen
praising the Indian soldiers.

to go down on its knees. methods will also be decided | policy and the strategy
The  prime  minister by our army and the con- { to destroy the fangs

slammed Pakistan, and said in ~ ditions will also be ours. i of terrorism... This is

response to the attack on April . i new India.

22, "we destroyed nine biggest > Continued on | P8 S —

COHg MLA Justice Sanjeev

is acting CJ of HC
Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The video is related to Kash-
mir. Before independence,
Makrai Riyasat was one of the
rare estates that gave all the
land to the Government of
India without any protest or
conditions, Abhijeet wrote.
The decision to give land to
the government was not politi-
cal, but it was a symbol of sac-
rifice for the motherland, he
wrote. The Congress is de-
manding the resignation of

Vijay Shah for his comments
on Colonel Sofia Qureshi. The
Congress’s central leadership
also demanded Shah’s resigna-
tion from the ministry.

After Vijay Shahs com-
ments went viral, Abhijeet
kept mum. His post is against
the party’s demand for Shah’s
resignation from the cabinet.

Efforts were made to take
Abhijeet’s reaction to his post,
but it was not available. Chair-
man of the Congress’s media
committee Mukesh Nayak has
said Abhijeet is a Congress
legislator who has sent a post
in praise of the Indian Army.
The Congress sticks to its guns
over Vijay Shah, Nayak said.

High  Court
judge Justice
Sanjeev Sach-
deva has been
appointed act-
ing Chief justice (CJ) of Mad-
hya Pradesh High Court. The
Central government on Thurs-
day notified the appointment
of Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva as
Acting Chief Justice of the
Madhya Pradesh High Court.

His appointment will be ef-
fective from May 24 as present
Chief Justice Suresh Kait is set
to retire on May 23. He was
transferred to the Madhya Pra-
desh High Court with effect
from May 30, 2024.

SC reserves
Waqf orders

FP News Service
MUMBAI

The SC on Thursday reserved
its interim orders on three
contentious aspects of the
newly enacted Waqf (Amend-
ment) Act, 2025, following
marathon arguments spread
over three days. The law,
which governs the adminis-
tration of waqgf properties, has
triggered a legal challenge
from prominent Muslim peti-
tioners.

A bench led by Chief Jus-
tice B R Gavai and Justice Au-
gustine George Masih heard
senior advocates Kapil Sibal,
Rajeev Dhavan, and Abhishek
Singhvi arguing for the peti-
tioners. They criticised the
amendment as a “complete
departure from historical
legal and constitutional prin-
ciples,” accusing the Centre of
attempting to capture waqf
properties via a “non-judicial
process.”

) Continuedon | P8

SC's ‘chance vs merit order agamst seat-blocking

Online Report
NEW DELHI

Blocking of seats during
counselling for postgraduate
medical courses disadvan-
tages higher-ranked candi-
dates and undermines
merit-based selection, the
Supreme Court said on
Thursday, issuing several di-
rections to prevent this prac-
tice during admissions after
NEET-PG.

Seat-blocking is a com-
mon practice across com-
petitive exams. Candidates
take admission to courses at
multiple institutions as part
of a contingency plan. Later,
they choose the most pre-
ferred option and vacate the
other seats. These seats are
then up for grabs, but by
then most candidates have
already taken admission
somewhere. So, candidates
much lower on the merit list

get a shot at these seats.

The bench of Justice JB
Pardiwala and Justice R Ma-
hadevan said seat-blocking is
not merely an isolated
wrongdoing, but reflects
deeper systemic flaws.

"This malpractice distorts
the actual availability of
seats, fosters inequity among
aspirants, and often reduces
the process to one governed
more by chance than merit,"
the court said in its order. It
said systemic flaws rooted in
"fragmented governance,
lack of transparency, and
weak policy enforcement”
were responsible for this.

"Seat blocking in NEET-
PG counselling occurs when

candidates temporarily ac-
cept seats, only to abandon
them later after securing
more preferred options. This
leads to those seats remain-
ing unavailable in earlier
rounds and opening up only
in later stages, disadvantag-
ing higher-ranked aspirants,
who may have already com-
mitted to less preferred
choices,” the court said.

) Continued on | P8

STATE GETS 6 REDEVELOPED
AMRIT BHARAT STATIONS

PM virtually
dedicates
stations to nation

FP News Service
BHOPAL/ NARMADAPURAM

Six railway stations of Madhya
Pradesh have become part of
the Amrit Bharat Station Yojna
virtually dedicated to the na-
tion by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi from Bikaner in
Rajasthan on Thursday.

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
was in Narmadapuram to in-
augurate the Narmadapuram
railway station, which is part
of the Amrit Bharat Station
Yojna. Besides Narmadapu-

File pic

Vi

ram, there are five other sta-
tions which have become part
of the project. These stations
are Katni South, Shridham,
Shajapur, Seoni, and Orchha.

These stations will lay a
strong foundation for modern
India, Modi said.

The railway stations will be
equipped with all modern fa-
cilities, he said. The govern-
ment will develop 1,300

stations under the project.

According to Yadav, the
Amrit Bharat Station Yojna
will make India self-reliant.

The modernisation of the
railway stations is the first
phase of this development.

He also said that Narmada-
puram will be developed into
a Mahanagar.

) Continued on | P8

SC stays ED probe on

TASMAC

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
is crossing "all the limits" and
violating the federal concept
of governance, the Supreme
Court on Thursday said and
stayed the money laundering
probe against Tamil Nadu-
run liquor retailer TASMAC
over alleged corruption in
grant of wine shop licences.
Issuing notice to the ED on
the plea filed by the Tamil Nadu
government and Tamil Nadu
State Marketing Corporation
(TASMAC), a bench comprising
Chief Justice BR Gavai and Jus-
tice Augustine George Masih
told Additional Solicitor Gen-

“ED is crossing all
limits. You are
totally violating the
federal structure of
the country”

- Chief Justice of
India BR Gavai

e

eral SV Raju, appearing for the
anti-money laundering probe
agency, that "Your ED is cross-
ing all the limits." The anti-
money laundering probe
agency has been rapped by sev-
eral benches of the top court
for allegedly misusing the ri-
gors of Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).<

) Continued on | P8

SC seeks Centre’s
reply to heatwave
guidelines plea

NEW DELHI

Taking note of a PIL highlight-
ing more than 700 heatwave
deaths last year, the Supreme
Court has sought the Centre's
response on a plea seeking di-
rections to strictly implement
national guidelines to prepare
an action plan on the manage-
ment of heatwave conditions.
A bench comprising Chief
Justice B R Gavai and Justice
Augustine George Masih is-
sued notice to the Ministry of
Home Affairs, Ministry of En-
vironment, Forest and Cli-
mate  Change, National
Disaster Management Auth-
ority and others, seeking their
response within two weeks.
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‘GREEN INDORE’ DRIVE | 10% green zone mandatory in new colonies

|

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

After setting a world
record of planting 11
lakh saplings in a single
day and a total of 51 lakh sap-
lings in the last monsoon sea-
son, the district has set the
target of planting 20 lakh sap-
lings in the district during the
coming monsoon. To rope in

people with the ‘Green In-
dore’ drive, information
about the potential land
available for sapling
plantation will be made
available on the 311 App

" of the Indore Municipal

PLANT SALE CENTRE STARTED IN NAVRATAN BAGH

A plant sale centre has been started in the forest department office in Navratan Bagh. Plants of various species will be
available here, which include decorative, fruit-bearing, shady and medicinal species. Tall ornamental plants are also
available, which enhance the beauty of houses, institutions and gardens. Online payment facility is also available here.

Domestic help
electrocuted, kin blame
employer for negligence

Our Staff Reporter

INDORE

A 37-year-old woman was
electrocuted while working in
a bungalow in the MIG police
station area on Wednesday.
Shockingly, her body lay on

the terrace for nearly an hour
before her husband found it,
while the house owner fled
the scene after the incident.

According to the police, the
deceased was identified as
Maya, wife of Rajesh Sagore, a
resident of Naya Basera,
Chhoti Khajrani.

Her family members said
that Maya worked as a do-
mestic help in the bungalow
of Atul Mund in the HIG Col-
ony. On Wednesday, she had
gone for work as usual but did
not return by 3 PM.

Concerned, her husband
Rajesh called her multiple

times, but received no re-
sponse.

He then went to the bun-
galow to check on her. In-
itially, the house owner
denied Maya was there. How-
ever, when her husband no-
ticed her slippers, he
admitted she was on the ter-
race. When Rajesh went up-
stairs, he found Maya lying
unconscious, with an electric
wire still supplying current.
He managed to remove the
wire using his shirt and
rushed her to the hospital on
his bike, where doctors de-
clared her brought dead.

According to the family,
Maya had been working in the
bungalow for the past two
years. They alleged that she
lay on the terrace in pain for
nearly an hour, but no one
came to check on her.

They also claimed the
house owner had carelessly
laid an illegal wire connection,
which caused the fatal electric
shock. The family members
claimed that the house was
locked and the owner had fled
by the time police reached the
spot. Maya is survived by her
husband, a daily wage la-
bourer, and two children.

Class 10 girl
student dies
by suicide

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

A 15-year-old girl com-
mitted suicide by hang-
ing hierself at her place
under Tejaji Nagar police
station limits on Wed-

T
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nesday. The reason be-
hind her extreme
decision is yet not known
as no note was recovered
from her place.

According to the po-
lice, the deceased was
identified as Sandhya,
daughter of Ramesh
Dubey, a resident of
Umri Kheda. She had
completed her class 9th
studies and entered into
class 10th. Her uncle said
that Sandhya took the
drastic step when she
was alone at home as
her parents had gone
out for work.

The police began a
probe and conducted
the post-mortem of the
deceased.

Corporation (IMC).

More 1rnportantly, the per-
mission of colony devel-
opment will be given with the
condition to put 10% land
under green cover.

Collector Asheesh Singh
gave this information in a
meeting held here on Thurs-
day. IDA CEO RP Ahirwar,
district forest officer Pra-
deep Mishra and officials of
other related departments
were present in the meeting.
Collector Singh directed all
officers to complete all prep-
arations for tree plantation
before the monsoon. He said
that all departments should

start selecting the place for
tree plantation from now
and arrangements should be
made to acquire plants. The
work of digging pits should
be started from now on-
wards and special attention
should be paid to the protec-
tion of the saplings planted
the previous year.

In the meeting, Singh al-
lotted targets to the depart-
ments for tree plantation. It
was informed that initially a
target was set to plant 20
lakh saplings in the district,
out of which 10 lakh would
be planted by the forest de-
partment.

% Monsoon Mission: Indore
dist set to plant 20L saplings

BIG STEP TO MAKE INDORE
GREEN IN THE LONG RUN

C ollector Singh gave instructions to strictly fol-
low the condition of developing 10% area as
green in the development permission issued
for colony development under the ‘Green Indore’
drive. He directed the colony cell in-charge to issue
orders in this regard. He said now with the per-
mission of new colony development, it would be man-
datory to develop 10% of the area as green. Out of
this, dense tree plantation on 2.5% area would be
necessary. Without completing this work, the comple-
tion certificate would not be issued to the colony.

This decision is a big step towards making Indore
green and environmentally-friendly in the long run.
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heritage meets nature

A scenic Thursday evening at the iconic Gandhi Hall, where grandeur of heritage meets
the calm of nature — a perfect blend of nature and history. Pic by Anand Shivre

Man rearrested seven
years after jumping bail

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

A man, who was booked for
shooting and injuring his
father over a land dispute in
Agar Malwa 7 year ago, was
arrested by the crime branch
on Friday. The accused was
hiding here after changing
his identity to mislead the
police. He was also carrying
a bounty of Rs 10,000 for his
arrest.

According to a crime
branch official, acting on a

He was arrested
for injuring his
father over a land
dispute in Agar
Malwa district

tip-off, the accused named
Sachin Puri, a resident of Sai
City in the city was arrested
in connection with a case of
section 307 of the IPC in the
Agar Malwa district. The ac-
cused had injured his father

Having Indore connection,
Chaturvedi appointed
Nalanda University V-C

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Noted economist and policy
thinker Sachin Chaturvedi
has been appointed as the
new Vice-Chancellor of the
Nalanda University at Rajgir
in Bihar.

Chaturvedi, who hails
from Indore, assumed
charge Wednesday evening
at a quiet ceremony. The
central government an-
nounced the development
on Thursday.

Nalanda university is an
institution of "national im-
portance” established by the
Union government and sup-
ported by 18 member coun-
tries of the East Asia
Summit. It functions under
the aegis of the Ministry of

External Affairs. The univer-
sity is a global initiative to
revive the glorious legacy of
the ancient Nalanda Mahavi-
hara established by the
Gupta dynasty ruler Kumar-
gupta I in the Fifth century
AD, in a contemporary con-
text.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chaturvedi highlighted the
university's motto, "Aano
bhadraah kratavo yantu
vishwatah"

Chaturvedi, who is also
currently serving as the Di-
rector General of a Delhi-
based think tank Research
and Information System
for Developing Countries
RIS, had left Indore in 90s.
However, his ancestral
house is still in Malharganj
in Indore.

by shooting him with a fire-
arm over a land dispute
seven years ago. He was ar-
rested by the police but after
his bail, he was on the run
and the police had been
searching for him. Agar
Malwa police had announced
a bounty of Rs 10000 for his
arrest.

After arresting the ac-
cused, the crime branch
handed over the accused to
the Agar Malwa police sta-
tion staff for further action
against him.

www.freepressjournal.in

Tenant refuses to
vacate, unleashes
d_g_ on landlord

e e,

Our Staff Reporter

INDORE

A man and his female ac-
quaintance allegedly as-
saulted his landlord and
family members and un-
leashed their dog on them
when the landlord tried to
take possession of the rented
house. The accused had alleg-
edly stopped paying rent and
had taken illegal possession of
the property.

According to the police,
one Gaurav Toshniwal, a resi-
dent of Ratlam, lodged a com-
plaint stating that he had
rented out his house to Rahul
Soni. However, the accused
stopped paying rent and il-

s

legally occupied the house. On
Wednesday evening, when
Toshniwal visited the house
located in Pawan Dham Col-
ony with his mother, wife and
father-in-law to take pos-
session, the accused Rahul Ti-
wari and his acquaintance
Ekta Soni allegedly prevented
them from entering and un-
leashed their dog on them.
The duo also allegedly abused,
assaulted and threatened the
family with dire con-
sequences.

The police registered a case
against the accused under
sections 115(2), 126(2), 291, 296,
119(1), 351(3) and 3(5) of the
BNS and further investigation
is underway.

Four men arrested with MD
drugs, car worth Rs 20 lakh

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

City crime branch arrested
four men with over 53 grams
of MD drugs, police said on
Thursday. They were in a car
and were trying to deliver the

Caught while trying
to supply drugs
brought from Raj

e——
drugs to someone. Drugs and
a car all worth Rs 20 lakh were
recovered from them and
further investigation is on.
DCP (crime) Rajesh Kumar
Tripathi informed the media
persons that on the instruc-
tions given by senior officials,
the crime branch team is con-
tinuously gathering informa-
tion about drugs suppliers
and taking action against
them. As part of their efforts,
the team spotted a car in front

of Triveneshwar temple in
Patthar Godam Road in which
four suspicious persons were
seen. The accused started
panicking on seeing the po-
lice. The crime branch team
cordoned off the area and
stopped the car. The accused
revealed their names as Is-
haan Khan, a resident of Jha-
lawar in Rajasthan,
Shahnawaz of Chhatripura
Main Road in the city, Nayab
Shah of Labaria Bheru Square
and Chitranjan Singh Rathore
of Mandsaur district.

In the initial questioning,
the accused allegedly in-
formed the crime branch that
they are addicts of drugs and
intended to supply the MD
drugs brought from Rajasthan
to in the city. Over 53 grams of
MD drugs and a SUV car were
seized from their possession.
A case has been registered
against the accused under sec-
tion 8/22 of the NDPS Act.

Extend Lucknow-Bhopal Vande
Bharat up to city: Sumitra Mahajan

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Former Lok Sabha speaker
and eight-time MP from the
city Sumitra Mahajan has
urged the union railway min-
ister to extend the run of the
proposed Lucknow-Bhopal
Vande Bharat Express train up
to the city.

Mahajan made this demand
to railway minister Ashwini
Vaishnav through a letter
written to him on Thursday.
She mentioned that since the
city was not located on the
main track of the Railways, the

| offg

‘RUN A TRAINFROM CITY TO
RAMESHWARAM VIA TIRUPATI

In the meantime, Mahajan has reiterated her demand
for a tri- weekly train from Indore to Rameshwarm via
Tirupati. She made this demand to PM Narendra Modi
last year. On the occasion of the 300th birth anniversary
year of Devi Ahilyabai Holkar, who was a devotee of
Lord Shiva, it would be proper to connect her city In-
dore with Rameshwaram, a significant jyotirlinga
among the 12 in India, she said.

passengers of the city had to
depend on the other main
track trains. “Thus, I am re-
questing you to extend the run
of the proposed Lucknow-
Bhopal-Lucknow train upto
the city,” she said in the letter.

Nagesh Namjoshi, expert on
railway affairs, said that there
was huge traffic between In-
dore and Lucknow and if the
train was extended up to the
city, it would not be a finan-
cially loss-making decision.

rid |

Muzaffarnagar earthen bottles;
Indore’s new summer crush

Pintu Namdev
INDORE

A new street-side trend
has caught the attention of
city residents — earthen
bottles being sold for Rs
50 each. The bottles from
Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pra-
desh are creating quite a
buzz in the city.

According to some of
the vendors, two trucks
carrying the bottles re-
cently arrived from Mu-
zaffarnagar. Sellers from
Uttar Pradesh, nearly 30
to 40 of them, have now
set up temporary stalls in
different parts of the city,
selling the bottles.

What makes the bottles
special? Vendors claim

this earthenware keeps
the water cool. The bottles
have plastic caps to pre-
vent leakage.

The vendors can be
seen moving around the
city, drawing curious
crowds as they promote
their product. Whether
it’s the novelty of the item,
the cultural significance
or just public curiosity,
these Rs 50 bottles are
turning into a surprising
local craze.

‘While some residents
are buying out of interest
or tradition, others are still
pondering over their con-
cept. For now, however,
these bottle sellers from
UP have clearly found fer-
tile ground in Indore.

Youth arrested
for molesting
gitl during
wedding
function

Our Staff Reporter

INDORE

A youth was arrested for mo-
lesting a girl during a wedding
function in the Gandhi Nagar
area on Thursday.

Gandhi Naga police station
in charge Anil Yadav informed
Free Press that the girl, a resi-
dent of the Lasudia area along
with her family members had
gone there to attend a mar-
riage function. While dancing,
a youth named Abhishek

started making gestures at her.
When she objected and in-
formed her father, the accused
started misbehaving with her
and father. After registering a
case, the police arrested Ab-
hishek, a resident of the Lasu-
dia area. Police said that
Abhishek is a drum player and
while beating the drum, he al-
legedly misbehaved with the
girl. Further investigation is on
into the case.

In another case, two per-
sons named Neeraj and
Manish were booked for mo-
lesting a woman in the Gandhi
Nagar area. According to the
police, during fighting be-
tween two groups, the ac-
cused molested the woman. A
search is on for the accused.




www.freepressjournal.in

SCHEDULED
POWER CUTS

TODAY

e 6:00 AM to 8:00 AM
- Jawahar Marg,
Rajmohalla,
Biyabani, etc

e 6:00 AM to 9:00 AM
— Feeder No. 4

e 6:00 AM to 9:00 AM
- Raghunathpura,
Scheme No. 78, MR-
11, Kaka Ka Dhaba,
Chartered
Accountant,
Pollution Board

e 6:00 AM to 10:00 AM
- Rani Sati Gate,
Malwa Mill and
nearby colony areas

e 6:00 AM to 10:00 AM
—11 kV Anuradha
Nagar, Khandwa
Road, Ashish Nagar

e 6:00 AM to 10:00 AM
- Supply changeover
available

e 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM
— Chameli Park,
Archana Medical,
Tilak Nagar, Vinoba
Nagar, etc.

e 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM
- New Siyaganj,
Nahata Classes, etc.

e 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM
- Officer Colony,
Shanti Niketan,
Scheme No. 94,
Patel Nagar

e 7:00 AM to 10:00 AM
— Budaniya, Bada
Bangarda

e 7:00 AM to 10:00 AM
- Supply changeover

e 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM -
18 Gopal Bagh Tower,
Ladkana Nagar, 55
Prem Nagar, 2B Prem
Nagar

REASON - Due to line
maintenance

Six arrested for
online betting
on IPL match

Our Staff Reporter

INDORE

Police raided a residential
apartment and caught six
people belonging to Khandwa
and Khargone while they were
placing bets for the IPL match
of Delhi Capital vs Mumbai In-
dians in the Juni Indore area,
police said on Thursday. A total
of 17 mobile phones and lap-
tops were recovered from
them and further investigation
is on into the case.

According to the police,
ASI Gajendra Singh Yadav
from Juni Indore police sta-
tion had received information
that some people were bet-
ting online on an IPL cricket
match in flat number 401 of
Meenakshi Building in Khati-
wala Tank area. Acting on the
information, the police team
raided the flat under the gui-
dance of senior officers, from
where the accused Ajay
Yadav, Raviraj Chauhan, Lok-
endraYadav, Lucky Singh
Chauhan, all residents of
Khandwa (presently resident
of Meenakshi Palace Khati-
wala Tank), Shakti Raj Tomar
resident of Khargone and
PremSagar, a resident of Bara
district in Rajasthan and pres-
ently resident of Khatiwala
Tank area were caught while
betting online on IPL tourna-
ment. 17 mobile phones and 5
laptops were recovered from
their possession and accounts
of online betting transactions
worth about 5-6 lakh rupees
have also been found from
the arrested accused, in rela-
tion to which interrogation
and further action is being
taken against the accused.

MAINTENANCE | Narmada Phase-I and Phase-II pumps shut down

Many colonies to face
water shortage today

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Many colonies will have to
face water shortage in the
city on Friday following a
major scheduled mainten-
ance operation at the Nar-
mada Phase-I and Phase-II
pumping station.

Officials confirmed that all
pumps under Narmada
Phase-I and Phase-II were
temporarily shut down at
9:50 am on Thursday to carry
out crucial repair and up-
grade work across multiple
pump houses and substa-

tions. The extensive mainten-
ance included leakage repair
near the BP tank, cable com-
pounding work, tree cutting
near the KV grid, replace-
ment of old batteries, and in-
stallation of new lighting
arresters and electrical com-
ponents.

Work was also conducted
on multiple pump houses:

® At Pump House No. 01, 185
mm cable feeders were
compounded.

® At Pump House No. 02, old
batteries were replaced,
and a new MCB and HRC

B Annapurna

® Scheme No. 103

B Chhatribag

® Bhakt Prahlad Nagar
B Raj Mohalla

B Jinsi Haat Maidan

B | okmanya Nagar

® Dravid Nagar

B Maharana Pratap Nagar
® Narwal

B Agarbatti Complex
B Kushwaha Mohalla

® Jai Hind Nagar

Supply to be hit in overhead water
tanks located in following areas

H Banganga

B Tigria Badshah
B Subhash Chowk
B Malhar Ashram
B Sadar Bazar

B Gandhi Hall

fuse system was installed.

B At Pump House No. 03, the
sluice valve of Pump Set No.
04 was repaired.

® At Pump House No. 04, suc-
tion valve gates and the con-
nected pipeline of Pump Set
No. 05 were fixed.

Besides, trees interfering
with transmission lines were
cut down near Power Substa-
tion No. 02, and separate elec-
trical connections for batteries
and colony power supply were

established at Power Substa-
tion No. 0L

After completion of the
maintenance work at 3:00
p.m., pump operations re-
sumed from the intake well at
3:15 p.m. However, officials
warn that water will only
reach the Narmada Control
Room late night. Once suffi-
cient pressure is built up, over-
head water tank filling will
begin — likely affecting Fri-
day’s water supply.

Collector calls for speeding up land
acquisition, reviews work progress

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Reviewing the progress of the
economic corridor coming up
between the Devi Ahilyabai-
Holkar Airport and the Pi-
thampur Industrial area,
Collector Asheesh Singh on
Thursday instructed con-
cerned officials to speed up
land acquisition by taking con-
sent from landholders.

INDORE-PITHAMPUR

ECONOMIC CORRIDOR

MPIDC Executive Director
Himanshu Prajapati and other
concerned officers were pres-
ent inthe meeting.

Currently, the work of tak-
ing consent from landholders
for the development of the In-
dore-Pithampur  Economic
Corridor has been completed

Just 29% students clear
MBA first sem exam

Dean student welfare Dr LK Tripathi tries to pacify stu-
dents raising slogans against the university over poor
results of MBA first semester exam on Thursday

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE
MBA first semester exams,
which were marred by out of
syllabus question papers, saw a
mere 29 per cent pass results,
declared by Devi Ahilya Vish-
wavidyalaya (DAVV) lately.

Alleging poor evaluation of
answer books, students of a
private college thronged the
RNT Marg campus of the uni-
versity and staged a demon-
stration seeking unconditional
review of results.

The students alleged that
they were handed out three to
four marks out of 80 marks

paper in Quantitative Tech-
nique and Accounts for Man-
ager subjects.

They informed exam con-
troller Asheesh Tiwari and
deputy registrar Prajwal Khare
that both the papers contained
out of syllabus questions, com-
plaints of which were lodged
by them soon after the exam in
the month of February.

The two officials accepted
having received complaints of
irrelevant questions being
asked in the exams and as-
sured the students of going
through the matter and get
back to them. After the assur-
ance, the protest ended.

Woman held with two friends for
roadside assault on ex-

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

A young woman was arrested
after a video went viral on so-
cial media on Wednesday,
showing her assaulting her ex-
boyfriend on the road, with
two of her friends, said the po-
lice on Thursday. The incident
took place under Lasudia po-
lice station limits.

ACP Aditya Patle said that
after the video went viral, a
team was formed to investi-
gate the matter. The victim
seen in the video was ident-
ified as Rishi Mishra, a resi-
dent of Panchvati Colony.

Rishi told the police that he

i N

was in a live-in relationship
with the accused woman
Sheelu Chouksey but they
broke up in April. On May 21,
while he was returning home
on a bike-taxi with his female

boyfriend

friend, Sheelu and her two
friends Badal Bansal and Vi-
shal Bared caught him near
the Mahindra showroom.

On seeing him with another
woman, Sheelu allegedly be-
came enraged, accused him of
lying about being home and
grabbed him by his collar. She
and her friends then assaulted
him and abused him.

Based on the complaint,
Lasudia Police registered a
case against the woman
under sections 115(2), 296,
351(3) and 3(5) of the BNS and
against her friends Badal and
Vishal under sections 170, 126
and 135 of the BNS and ar-
rested the trio.

in most villages. The same will
be completed in another two
to three villages this week.

It is noteworthy that land
holders will be given land in
the same village in which the
consent is made.

The meeting discussed that
special camps will be organ-
ised in Sonwai, Bheslai, and
Nanod villages this week. Of-
ficers of departments such as
district administration, rev-

B. Ed s [2 Year Regular
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enue, and MPIDC will be pres-
ent in the camp. Collector
Singh called for direct com-
munication with the villagers.
“Remove confusion and get
consent letters from as many
landholders as possible,” he
said. Efforts should be made to
complete all the work within
the stipulated time frame, he
directed. Collector Singh said
that all the departments
should work in coordination.

indore
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Indore ready to introduce food
waste reduction bylaws: Mayor

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Expressing concern over food
waste and food losses, Mayor
Pushyamitra Bhargav here on
Thursday said that Indore is
ready to become India’s first
city to introduce food waste
reduction bylaws and regula-
tions.

Indore Municipal Corpor-
ation (IMC) supported a
multi-stakeholder dialogue
on “city-level strategies to re-
duce food loss and food waste
in Indore” on Thursday with
WRI India and Environ-
mental Planning and Coor-
dination Organisation (EPCO)
of the Government of Madhya
Pradesh (GoMP) as co-organ-
isers. The mayor launched the
“Sustainable Parisar Chal-
lenge” toolkit developed by
IMC on food loss and food
waste. This toolkit is designed
for mobilising action by bulk
waste generators (commer-
cial food establishments gen-
erating more than 50
kilograms of waste every day)
and Resident Welfare Associ-
ations (RWAs), featuring 20
recommended actions for
building clean and sustain-
able premises, including ac-
tions such as zero food waste
events, food redistribution,
waste reduction and manage-
ment at source, consumer
awareness and engagement
efforts and home-based com-
posting.

"As a frontrunner with ad-
vanced waste management
system, Indore has actively

| TOOLKIT SALIENT POINTS |

Designed for mobilising action hy
bulk waste generators-

B Commercial food establishments generating more
than 50 kilograms of waste every day

B Resident Welfare Associations (RWAs)
Recommended actions (20) including

B Zero food waste events
B Food redistribution

B Waste reduction and management at source
B Consumer awareness and engagement efforts

B Home-based composting

Food waste can be addressed using a multi-
pronged approach including food redistribution
through Annam Raksham initiative, developing by-
laws for bulk waste generators and engaging with
online food supply agencies as well. Indore is
ready to introduce bylaws for food waste cuts

Pushyamitra Bhargav, Mayor

We are committed to building a sustainable food
system in Indore and will build a momentum for
food waste reduction at source with bulk waste
generators, citizens and the youth of the city

Shivam Verma, Municipal Commissioner

spearheaded efforts on food
waste reduction since March
2024. We are enthused by In-
dore’s commitment and sup-
port for this partnership to
strategise and take concrete
action to reduce food waste.
This can showcase a pathway
for other Indian cities,” said R
Parasuram, former chief sec-
retary, GoMP.

The Indore dialogue is the
fourth one in a series of food
loss and food waste dialogues
being organised across Mad-
hya Pradesh, after previously
held dialogues in Bhopal, Ja-
balpur and Gwalior. Follow-
ing these city-level dialogues,
a final discussion will be held
in Bhopal to consolidate in-
sights from all cities.
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CASE OF LOVE JIHAD | Villagers demand justice and action

Villagers block traftic on NH,
demand action against accused

T

FP News Service
UJJAIN

Seeking action against the 11
accused in the recent love
jihad case here, villagers and
some right-wing organisations
held a Bichhrod bandh. They
also blocked the traffic on the
Agar Road on the Ujjain-Jhala-
war national highway on
Thursday. They were demand-
ing the demolition of the
houses of the accused.

Due to strong sunlight, the
protesters had set up tents in
the middle of the road, plan-
ning to stay overnight if talks
didn't go their way. Traffic
going to Jhalawar had to be di-
verted towards Garoth. SDM
Rajaram Karjare, CSP Bharat
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Villages and activists of pro-Hindu organisations resort
to chakkajam on Agar Road on Thursday FP Photo

Singh Yadav, and Tehsildar
Jeevan Moghi were deputed to
handle the situation. The SDM
assured the protesters that ac-
tion would be taken against il-
legal constructions as per the
new Supreme Court guide-

lines. Deputy Collector Kritika
Bhimavad also reached the
spot from Ujjain to talk to the
villagers. After much persua-
sion from officials, the pro-
testers agreed and removed
the blockade after six hours.

NTA admits to power
failure, seeks more
time from HC

FP News Service
UJJAIN

The National Testing Agency
(NTA) admitted before the In-
dore bench of the MP High
Court on Thursday that there
was a power outage, for 10 to
70 minutes, in Ujjain and In-
dore during the NEET-UG
exam on May 4, due to a
strong storm and rainfall.

The court is hearing the
petition of NEET-UG 2025 as-
pirants seeking a re-exam be-
cause of the power outage.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the NTA,
joined the hearing virtually.
Mehta told the court that only
a committee could decide
whether the examination
would be conducted again or
not, and sought time till the
next hearing.

The NEET examination was
conducted on May 4 from 2 to

5 pm. About 4,000 students
participated in the examin-
ation at nine centres in Ujjain.
But due to storm and rain dur-
ing the examination, power
was out at many examination
centres, including Ujjain’s Gov-
ernment

Madhav College, for about
15 minutes in the last half hour.
Many examinees complained
they couldn't answer the en-
tire question paper as they lost
time.

Students and their families
created a ruckus at many
examination centres. Ten stu-
dents, including Arpan
Saxena, Shreya Sharma and
Nandini Ghosh, and parents
Dr Anita Saxena, Dr Tapan
Sharma, Dr Mukesh Gupta,
Nitin Verma, and A.K. Mittal
filed a petition in the high
court, demanding a re-exam-
ination. The petitions will be
heard next on May 26.

300TH BIRTH ANNIV CELEBRATIONS ‘

What’s the case

he case came to light in Bichhrod village of the

Ghattiya sub-division of the district on May 6, in
which the police registered a case against 11 ac-
cused who allegedly raped Hindu girls by luring
them through obscene photos-videos and chats. Po-
lice investigation confirmed that the accused had
done so multiple times. A gang of seven youths had
been operating for the past 18 months. The main ac-
cused, Farman Mansuri, was in contact with the
girls. He had allegedly raped a 14-year-old girl who
told the police that on March 30, on the day of Eid,
Farman forcefully caught her in a deserted place
and then hugged her. His friend Zubair took photos
on his mobile. After that, Farman allegedly
threatened her and took her to a room near the mar-
ket where he raped her. So far, four girls from the
same area have been identified as the gang’s tar-
gets. Pornographic videos of two of them have also
been recovered. The accused were connected to
two other girls on Instagram who were probably

their next targets.

www.freepressjournal.in

Guru brings blessings, builds
character, says CM Yadav

FP News Service
UJJAIN

Addiction ruins lives and de-
stroys families, said CM
Mohan Yadav on Thursday, ad-
ding that the state government
banned liquor sale in Ujjain
and other 18 religious towns of
the state.

The CM was attending a sat-
sang of Saint Umakant at Baba
Jai ??Gurudev Ashram at Pin-
gleshwar on Maksi Road, in
the evening. The government,
he said, is promoting milk pro-
duction and is building cow
sheds. He said a subsidy is
being given on milk produc-
tion.

He added that anyone who
rears 25 cows is entitled to a
25% subsidy. The CM said that
sages and saints bring bless-
ings to our lives. Meeting them
is akin to meeting God. A guru
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CM Mohan Yadav addresses the disciples of Jai Baba
Gurudev in Ujjain on Thursday FP Photo

is needed to acquire knowl-
edge by removing ignorance,
destroying the vices within,
and instilling virtues. The
main work of a guru is to build
our character, he added.

District minister in-charge
Gautam Tetwal, MLA Anil Jain
Kaluheda, Mayor Mukesh Tat-
wal, public representatives,
and a large number of devo-
tees were also present.

CM watches drama on Ahilyabai, honours artists

FP News Service

UJJAIN

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav at-
tended the staging of Ahilyabai
Holkar Mahanritya, ‘Jeevan,
Avadan aur Vaibhav Ka Gaan”
amid the 300th birth anniver-
sary celebrations of the legend-
ary queen here on Thursday
evening. The event was held at
the Pandit Suryanarayan Vyas
Complex of Kalidas Sanskrit
Academy.

The Mahanritya was pres-
ented by the artistes from Nag-
pur under the direction of
Priyanka Thakur. A book, “Ahi-
lyas Roopen Sansthita”, written
by Dr Sadhana Balvate was also
released. Honouring all the art-
istes of the drama, the CM an-
nounced an incentive of Rs 5
lakh for them from the CM’s
fund.

Speaking on the occasion, he
said it was our good fortune to
learn about such a great ruler
from the state through a the-
atrical performance. She was a
mine of virtues, someone who
learnt the scriptures along with

Alive after ‘suicide pact’ kills
alleged partner, man ends life

FP News Service
UJJAIN
A few days after he and
his alleged partner at-
tempted to take their own
lives — a tragedy in which
she died and he survived
— aman here died by sui-
cide earlier this week.
The Nagjhiri police are
investigating the case in
which the man and the
woman allegedly con-
sumed celphos tablets
after a quarrel on the in-
tervening night of Friday
and Saturday last week.
The woman, identified as
Hemlata Parmar, an In-
dira Nagar resident, died
at around 5.30 am the

next morning. Mean-
while, the man, Ram-
murti, a resident of
Kalpataru Extension,
underwent treatment at
the Avanti Hospital.
Friends said the duo
had studied together at
the Government Madhav
Science College. They
wanted to get married,
but their plans didn't
work out. The police said
that the investigation re-
vealed that despite being
married to other people,
the two could not forget
each other. Rammurti
worked in a finance com-
pany, and Hemlata was
not going to her in-laws’
house as she was prepar-

ing for competitive exam-
inations.

According to investiga-
tion officer Pooja Solanki,
the mobile phones of both
were seized, but data
could not be retrieved as
Rammurti had allegedly
factory reset the devices.

Meanwhile, specula-
tions started growing
louder as to how, if both of
them consumed Celphos,
Rammurti survived. Tired
of the jibes, Rammurti,
who was discharged from
the hospital, died alleg-
edly by suicide by hang-
ing himself in his house in
the village on Tuesday. His
last rites were performed
on Wednesday.

CM Mohan Yadav honours the main cast of Mahanatya, “Jeevan, Avadan aur Vaibhav
Ka Gaan” staged in Ujjain on Thursday FP Photov

the art of warfare.

Both the state and the Cen-
tral government have been or-
ganising programmes as a part
of the 300th birth anniversary
celebrations.

Earlier in the day, speaking
on leadership skills and social
responsibility, Shripad Joshi of
Sanskar Bharti said that Devi
Ahilyabai had unique leader-
ship skills. She provided effi-
cient and effective leadership

farmers, traders, women,
scholars, pundits, and Army of-
ficers. Prof Shailendra Kumar
Sharma said Devi Ahilyabai
ruled the state keeping in mind
the factors that give direction to
the society, such as environ-
mental protection, family sys-
tem, and social harmony. The
programme was conducted by
Anamika Soni.

Elsewhere, a lecture was or-
ganised at the Government Kali-

Rajshree Joshi introduced the
students to Ahilyabai and nar-
rated incidents from her life. She
elaborated on how Ahilyabai,
born in a simple family, became
great with her intelligence and
her work. Principal Dr Vandana
Gupta said that Ahilyabai was a
skilled administrator, protector
of the people and a woman of
power. The programme was
conducted by Dr Aruna Dubey
while Dr Roopa Bhavsar pro-

to forest dwellers, tribals, das Girls College. Social worker  posed a vote of thanks.

ﬁarameﬂicl_s Woman patwari’s brother
ag vanaalism, .

seeksecurityat 21rested for accepting

Govt Hospital

UJJAIN: In protest against the
vandalism at the Government
Charak Bhawan Hospital and
attack on a doctor and para-
medical staff there a few days
ago, a large delegation of nurs-
ing officers met with Civil Sur-
geon Dr Ajay Diwakar on
Thursday. They were led by
Sangeeta Sharma, the district
president of the Nursing Of-
ficers’ Association. After the
meeting, they presented a
memorandum in  protest
against the May 19 incident
and sought strict action against
the culprits. A large number of
nursing officers of the District

Hospital Ujjain, and the
Charak Bhawan Hospital were
present for the meeting.

Rs 35K in bribe

FP News Service

UJJAIN

The Lokayukta police on Thurs-
day caught the brother of a
woman patwari here while he
was accepting a bribe of Rs
35,000.

Inspector Rajendra Verma
said that the complainant, Ra-
kesh Chawda, has 22 bigha land
at village Nipaniya Sunaniya
under the Ghattia block of the
district. About a fortnight ago,
he had applied for the demarca-
tion of the said land for which
the area patwari, Priyanka
Chouhan, had allegedly de-
manded Rs 44,000 at the rate of
Rs 2,000 per bigha. After negoti-
ation, the ‘deal was finalised at

Rs 35,000. Chouhan allegedly as-
sured Chawda that his work
would be done as soon as he
handed over the money to her
brother, Abhishek, at the latter’s

hardware shop

in the Bhairav-

garh area.
= Chawda al-

legedly re-

corded the
ol conversation
ACCUSED 4pg ap-

proached the Lokayukta office
here on May 14, which laid the
trap. Abhishek was caught while
taking the money from the com-
plainant. According to Inspector
Verma, both Priyanka and Ab-
hishek are accused in the case,
but the woman managed to flee.

URST WATERLINE ‘

PHED to seek fine, repair
from telecom firm

FP News Service
UJJAIN
The Public Health Engineering
Department (PHED) is mulling
over levying a fine of Rs 2.5
lakh while seeking the fixing of
a water line from a telecom
company. The damage oc-
curred allegedly because
Bharti Airtel Ltd was laying an
infra line. The PHED has also
written to the police, seeking
action against the company.
For the past three days, the
drinking water supply was hit
due to the bursting of the
drinking water line near Ma-
havir Nagar in the Bhairavgarh
area. Corporator Hemant
Gehlot complained about it to
the Ujjain Municipal Corpor-
ation and PHED

officials. PHED sub-engineer
Dilip Navdhane then sent a
proposal to the department of-
ficials, seeking a fine of Rs 2.5
lakh from Airtel.

Meanwhile, due to a fault in
the power line near the plant
located at Gambhir Dam,
drinking water was supplied
with low pressure in many
areas on Thursday. In the Sa-
rafa area, water was supplied
through tankers. The drinking
water supply was affected in
the morning in many areas, in-
cluding Chhota Sarafa, Jahaj
Gali, Ranchhod Gali, Chhap-
pan Bhairav ??Gali, Ramchan-
dra Seth Ki Gali, Dabripeetha,
APJ Akhara Gali, Nupuresh-
war Mahadev Gali, Nai Peth,
Gajalakshmi Mandir Gali, and
Kalalseri.

UMC razes part of Railways’
boundary wall on its land

The under-construction boundary wall of the Railway
department was demolished in Ujjain on Thursday. FP Photo

FP News Service
UJJAIN
An under-construction bound-
ary wall of the Railways de-
partment, because of which a
key turning would get nar-
rower and affect the traffic,
was demolished on Thursday.
The wall was on a part of a 24-
metre-wide road of the Ujjain
Municipal Corporation (UMC).
The road in question is lo-
cated under the Simhastha
Peshwai, in the premises of
Madhav Nagar Railway Station,
and there is a main turn in
front of Bharatiya Gyan Peeth.

On receiving information
about the construction work,
the UMC officials reached the
site. While measuring the rail-
way land, they found that the
said land, where the Railways
was digging pits and laying a
mesh of iron rods, and building
a boundary wall, comes under
the UMC master plan.

Taking action, the UMC re-
moved the iron mesh of the
boundary wall. They refilled
the dug pits. Levelling was
done, and the UMC sent a no-
tice to the Railway department,
asserting that said work could
not proceed on its land.

mhow/dewas

‘NCC a strong foundation
for discipline, character,

personality develo

FP News Service

MHOW

The ten-day second training
camp organised by 9 MP Bat-
talion NCC Indore of NCC
Group Indore concluded with
a camp fire." Camp Comman-
dant Colonel Mohan Tiwari
said that it was the battalion's
second camp of the session. In
which cadets from colleges
and schools of Dhar, Indore
participated. Special guests on
this occasion were former
goalkeeper of Indian hockey
team and Chak De India fame
Mir Ranjan Negi and Presi-
dent Award winning former
Customs officer Costao Fer-
nandes. On this occasion, Mir
Ranjan Negi while addressing
cadets said that in the present
time NCC is a strong founda-
tion of discipline which de-
velops the feeling of ‘nation
first’ in the youth and this feel-
ing will prove important in
making India one of the top

(T

countries in the world in fu-
ture. He said that NCC is the
largest disciplined organisa-
tion in the world at present
and these leadership qualities
will establish India as a devel-
oped nation in 2047 as per in-
tention of the government. On
this occasion, Ashwini Verma,
Dr Rajesh Kasliwal, Dhruv Ti-
wari and Shami Qureshi were
present. The camp was organ-
ised by Subedar Major Brijesh
Kumar along with 20 Army
Instructors and 10 NCC Of-
ficers with the support of
Major Dr Ahmad Ali Khokar,
Captain Dr Avinash Yadavand
Captain Dr Rakesh Singh.

Mayor directs timely redressal of public grievances

FP News Service

DEWAS

Mayor Geeta Durgesh Agra-
wal instructed department
heads to ensure timely resol-
ution of complaints and appli-
cations related to their
respective departments dur-
ing the mayor’s public hearing
at the municipal corporation
office. Several residents from
different wards submitted ap-
plications highlighting civic is-
sues.

Residents of Ward 19 (Ish-
war Nagar) raised concerns
regarding electricity, drainage
and road infrastructure. In
Ward 22, five residents sub-
mitted a request for garden

development and road con-
struction. Similarly, applica-
tions were received from
Ward 15 residents demanding
road construction from

Amona Square to the crema-
torium.

Sadhna Prajapati, State Sec-
retary of the Mahila Congress,
along with others, submitted a

complaint regarding incom-
plete drainage work in Awas
Nagar, where pipelines were
not laid in excavated areas.

Mayor directed all con-
cerned departments to ad-
dress these issues within a
defined timeline. Licences
were also distributed during
the event in the presence of
Mayor, MLA Representative
Durgesh Agrawal and public
works committee chairman
Ganesh Patel.

Deputy ~ Commissioners
Devbala Piplonia and Zakir
Jafri, finance deputy Commis-
sioner Deepak Patel, executive
engineer Induprabha Bharti
and other senior officials were
also present.

DTIC promoting roof-water harvesting

FP News Services
DEWAS

As part of the run Jal Ganga
Samvardhan Abhiyan, officials
from the District Trade Industry
Centre, Dewas, are actively en-
couraging industrial units in the
city to adopt roof water harvest-

ing systems. The centre’s man-
ager and assistant manager
visited industrial units located
on Ujjain Road, held discussions
with entrepreneurs and high-
lighted the importance of water
conservation, urging them to
implement harvesting systems
in their facilities.

INDUSTRIES NOW PAY TAX TO MPIDC

Municipal Council wants state
to compensate for lost revenue

FP News Service
PITHAMPUR (MHOW)
——

A special conference of Pitham-
pur Municipal Council was held
on Wednesday, chaired by Sew-
anti Suresh Patel. During the
meeting, it was discussed that
factories in Pithampur had
previously paid around Rs 15-
17 crores annually to the mu-
nicipal council as property
tax, but now, factories pay
property tax to the MP Indus-
trial Development Corpor-
ation (MPIDC) instead of the
municipal council. The Pi-
thampur Municipal Council
has demanded that the state
government to provide com-
pensation to the council due to
the loss of property tax rev-
enue from factories. A delega-
tion of council members, led
by the chairperson, will meet
the Chief Minister in Bhopal to
discuss this issue. Pithampur
Nagar Palika CMO Nishikant
Shukla said that for this pur-
pose, a letter will be submitted

by the Nagar Palika in the
special meeting of the council
demanding  compensation
from the government.

PANCHANG 23.5.2025

(UTTARAYAN)

Samvat 2082
= Jyestha Krishna 11 Friday 10.30 P.M.
: Utt-Bhadrapad 4.02 P.M. then Revati
Yoga - Priti 6.36 P.M. then Ayusman
Karan : Bav 11.55 AM. then Kaualav

Moon < Min

JUP 1
3 2 MER
SUN, HER TVEN,

MARS SAT, RAHU,
4 NEP

MOON

8
e PLU

7 9

FREHRRESSICIASSTEIED

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED 7DAY500- |

15 DAY 1000/~
50/-SQ.CM. B/W. 30 DAY 1500/~

R Re Bl DISPLAY CLASSIFIED
FREE PRESS CALL- 9425082195




www,freepressjournal.in

KALIYASOT ENCROACHMENT | NGT takes note of media reports

Panel to probe waste dumpmg in wetland

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

Taking suo motu cognizance
of media reports about dump-
ing of solid waste in the
Full Tank Level (FTL) area to
facilitate illegal and unauth-
orised encroachments on the
Kaliyasot reservoir land in
Bhopal, the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) recently con-
stituted a joint committee
which will visit the site and
submit an action taken report.

As per the NGT orders, the
joint commiittee will comprise
the Bhopal Collector, a Central
Pollution  Control  Board
member, a senior scientist
nominated by the MP State

B Joint committee to
submit action taken
report to green panel

B Notices to Bhopal
collector, SDM (Kolar),
BMC commissioner,
Central Pollution
Control Board, and
Madhya Pradesh
Pollution Control Board
——
Pollution Control Board, and a
representative of the Wetland
Authority, Bhopal. The joint
committee has to submit the
report within six weeks. The
state PCB will be the nodal
agency for coordination and
logistic support.

Solld waste dumplng continues i |n catchment of water bodies

The NGT has also issued no-
tices to the Bhopal Collector,
SDM (Kolar), Bhopal Munici-
pal Corporation Commis-
sioner, the Central Pollution
Control Board, and the Mad-

hya Pradesh Pollution Control
Board.

FTL refers to the area up to
which a water body extends
when filled.

Media reports pointed out

that in the Bhopal Master Plan
of 2005, which is currently en-
forced, lands and forests up to
33 mts around the Kaliyasot
reservoir are to be kept open
for a green belt. However,

madhya pradesh

Indore, Friday, May 23, 2025

dumpers are allegedly being
used to throw solid waste in
the wetlands FTL area, in an
attempt to level it up to the
surface.

This is allegedly being done
for the plotting and allotment
of land of the catchment area,
in complete violation of Wet-
land Rules, 2017, Environ-
mental (Protection) Act, 1986,
and Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) 1974.

Likewise, media reports
also mentioned that in the vil-
lage of Mahua Kheda, within
the FTL of the wetland of the
Kerwa dam, the land has been
filled up in the last month. A
photo of the area was also cir-
culated with the reports.

3-layer security cover for
PM Modi’s visit on May 31

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

A three-layer security cover
would be put in place for
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi who was scheduled to
participate in the Mahila Sa-
shaktikaran Maha Sammelan
here on May 31, said officials
on Thursday.

20 IPS officers,
3000 police
personnel to be
deployed
—

This will be PM Modi’s first
public programme in the state
after Operation Sindoor. He
will interact with two lakh
women in the programme.

The programme will be
held in Jamboree Maidan,
with tight security arrange-
ments on the entire campus.
There will be a three-layer se-
curity arrangement from the
airport to the venue.

The venue will be sealed
half an hour before the arrival

of the PM and no one will be
allowed to go in or out. Aslong
as PM Modi will be present in
the programme, the flight of
drones, helicopters and planes
will also be banned in the en-
tire area.

Around 3000 police person-
nel will be deployed from the
airport to the venue. Apart
from the district police, cops
and Special Armed Force
(SAF) companies will also be
called from other districts.

The National Security
Guard (NSG) squad will be de-
ployed for the security of the
first circle of the PM, while the
security of the inner circle will
be entrusted to the Special
Protection Group (SPG).

On May 29, the SPG team
will take over the security of
Jamboree Maidan. The re-
sponsibility of security in the
outer circle will be of the MP
Police. Twenty IPS officers will
be deployed for the security of
the PM. A series of meetings
regarding the PM’s visit started
at the police headquarters
(PHQ) from Wednesday.

BMC wind power project in doldrums
amid encroachments, loan hurdles

Will be a loss-making
deal, says LoP

MC Leader of Opposition (LoP) Shabista Zaki told
the Free Press that the corporation is struggling to

Utsav Gupta
BHOPAL

The Bhopal Municipal Cor-
poration’s (BMC) ambitious
15 MW wind power project
in Neemuch district has hita
roadblock due to unresolved
land acquisition issues and
the failure to secure project
funding with a new loan.
The project to reduce
BMC’s electricity costs was

announced with much fan-
fare, including a virtual
bhoomipujan by the then
Chief Minister, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, in April 2023.
Slated for completion within
18 months, the project has
come to a standstill.
According to BMC offi-
cials, the project was to be
set up in Hatunia village,
Rampura tehsil, on 24 acres
of land divided into six

get loans due to its poor track record of repayment.
That’s why the corporation’s dream wind power pro-
ject cannot even start. Zaki added that the project
would be a loss-making deal even if it started some-
how. However, BMC Chairman Kishan Suryavanshi re-
futed the LoP’s claims and said the corporation was
developing a more profitable alternative plan.

Project breakdown

Once operational, the wind power plant was ex-
pected to produce between 2.6 and 3.4 crore units
of electricity annually at a rate of Rs 4.24 per unit, con-
siderably lower than the Rs 5.96 per unit BMC currently
pays. The contractor was to operate it for 25 years be-
fore handing it over to the BMC.

patches.

While five patches have
been allotted, encroach-
ments have delayed pos-
session of the sixth.

The BMC has also
struggled to obtain a loan to
fund the Rs 75 crore project,

with Rs 30 crore to be con-
tributed by the corporation
as equity.

BMC’s Assistant Engineer
Ashish  Shrivastava con-
firmed the land issue, citing
encroachments as the pri-
mary cause of delay.

MPCPCR seeks probe into minor
girl’s death in Sagar shelter home

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh Com-
mission for Protection of Child
Rights (MPCPCR) has sought a
probe into the death of a
minor girl in the Gharonda
Ashram in Sagar and handing
over her body to Bundelkhand
Medical College without the
permission of parents and
post mortem.

Chairperson of the commis-
sion, Dravind More has sent a
notice to collector Sagar de-
manding probe into the inci-
dent . The notice mentions
that during an inspection con-
ducted by member of the

It suspects organ
trafficking in the
name of body

donation
e
commission Omkar Singh re-
cently, it came to fore that a
minor girl residing at the Ash-
ram had died under suspi-
cious circumstances.

The commission suspects
that the case may be related to
organ trafficking in the name
of body donation, which
should be taken with utmost
seriousness and an indepen-
dent investigation should be
conducted, said the chairman,
adding that “the the commis-

sion has taken the cognizance
under Section 13 (1) of the
Child Rights Protection Act
2005.

The notice further reads
that all the parties involved in
the case should be investi-
gated, and immediate punitive
action should be ensured
against all the culprits in-
volved.

Also, the role of Bundelk-
hand Medical College in ac-
cepting body  donation
without any legal process
should also be investigated
and the commission should be
informed about the report of
the action taken, the chairper-
son said in the notice.

Cash over Rs 41 lakh siphoned off
from retd engineer’s bank account

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL
Unidentified fraudsters,

using fake cheques, allegedly
withdrew cash over Rs 41
lakh from the bank account
of an engineer retired from a
private company. On the
complaint of his daughter,
Koh-e-Fiza police registered
an FIR in this connection on
Thursday.

According to reports, Data
Colony resident Kamlakar
Khandekar had moved to
house of his daughter, Dr
Rashmi Devpujari, a doctor
at Hamidia Hospital, after his
wife death. In her complaint,
Dr Rashmi said that his

father went to the bank
branch on Wednesday at
Data Colony to withdraw
cash where he was told that
he did not have sufficient
balance in his account as
cash over Rs 41 lakh has been
withdrawn from February 28
to May 1 through cheques.
Moreover, a cheque of Rs
19 lakh was pending for
transfer. Shocked over the
fraud, the elderly man
stopped the cheque and ap-
proached the police.
In-charge at Koh-e-Fiza
police station Krishna Gopal
Shukla said further investi-
gations were being carried
out in this connection. De-
tails of the bank accounts in

Akash Ambani seeks
blessings at Nathdwara
Temple on Yamuna Dashmi

[

Our Staff Reporter
NATHDWARA

On the auspicious occasion of
Yamuna Dashmi, Akash Am-
bani paid a reverent visit to
the sacred Shrinathji Temple
in Nathdwara, immersing
himself in deep spiritual de-
votion. Akash Ambani par-
ticipated in the traditional
darshan and Sudarshan
Chakra Seva under the gui-
dance and blessings of Shri
Vishal Bawa, accompanied by
the chief advisor to Tilkayat
Shri Anjan Shah.
Reconnecting with his

spiritual heritage, Ambani re-
called fond childhood mem-

ories associated with
Nathdwara while reaffirming
his commitment to the values
of Pushtimarg. In a meaning-
ful blend of tradition and in-
novation, he also reflected on
the potential role of artificial
intelligence in preserving
India’s rich cultural legacy.
The visit was marked by
grace, devotion and a vision
for the future, as Ambani of-
fered heartfelt seva to Shri-
nathji and expressed deep
gratitude for the spiritual gui-
dance received.

State BJP may get new president next month

A decision will be
taken after PM’s
visit to Bhopal

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The much-awaited election to
the post of BJP’s state unit
president may be held next
month.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is arriving at Bhopal on
May 31. The state party presi-

dent may be elected after
Modi’s trip. The Tiranga Yat-
ras being taken out by the
BJP in different parts of the
state will also conclude by
that time. The BJP stopped
the election process because
of the Pahalgam massacre by
the terrorists and India’s mili-
tary action against Pakistan
thereafter. BJP stopped all
the internal elections at the
national and state levels.

The party may restart the
election process in the organ-

isation next month. Sources
in the BJP said the party
would decide whether a new
state president would be
elected or the tenure of the
present president would be
extended for some time
more. As the party did not
hold the election, the aspir-
ants for the post of the state
president went into silence.
Those who are aspiring for
the post have plunged into ac-
tion after the restarting of
political activities in the party.
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which the cash has been
transferred were being
scanned, he added.
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High Court asks med
college to return
docus to PG student

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh High
Court’s principal bench at Ja-
balpur has asked Netaji Sub-
hash Chandra Bose (NSCB)
Medical College, Jabalpur, to
return all documents to a post-
graduate student without
charging Rs 30 lakh under the
seat-leaving bond condition.

The directive came in the
case of Dr. Nisha Singh Rawat, a
PG student from Bhopal, who
was allotted a microbiology
seat at NSCB Medical College
for the 2023-24 academic
session. She was forced to dis-
continue her studies due to
the death of her father
and the need to care
for her mother in
Bhopal. She now
wishes to rejoin as
ademonstrator in
the Department
of Community Medicine at
Gandhi Medical College (GMC),
Bhopal.

Dr. Rawat approached the
court after NSCB Medical Col-
lege demanded Rs 30 lakh as
per the seat-leaving bond rule.
However, the National Medical
Commission (NMC) has already
directed all states and UTs to
withdraw the Rs 30 lakh bond
condition. In response, the
Madhya Pradesh government
issued an order on June 15,
2024, stating no bond amount
would be charged for students

JUSTICE PREVAILS

B HC says NSCB can’t
charge Rs 30L bond
from PG student
leaving seat

B Dr. Nisha Rawat left
course due to
father’s death, now
wants to join GMC
Bhopal

B NMC has already di-
rected states to
withdraw seat-leav-
ing bond condition

B MP govt applied rule
only from 2024 batch,
HC said it should
benefit past students

‘ too

T
Waives Rs 30L bond fee

leaving PG seats — but applied
the order only prospectively, i.e.,
for students admitted in 2024
and onwards.

Senior advocate Aditya
Sanghi, representing the peti-
tioner, argued that the bond
serves little purpose now, as
PG medical seats have in-
creased significantly, and
many remain vacant. He also
said that the issue of seat-
blocking is only relevant dur-
ing counselling, not after
admission deadlines have
passed.

Shivraj to take out Padyatras from
May 25, to begin from Vidisha

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

Union minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan will
take out a Padyatra in
his parliamentary con-
stituency, Vidisha, on
May 25.

He will inform the
people about the Cen-
tral Government’s welfare
schemes during the Yatra.
Similar Padyatras will be
taken out in other parts of the
country after the Padyatra in
Vidisha. Chouhan will walk
20-25 km daily. The Yatra will
be taken out twice or thrice in

a week. Accord-
ing to Chouhan,
he will inform the
people about the
benefits of the
welfare schemes
launched by the
Central Govern-
ment.

Chouhan will
discuss the Prime
Minister’s housing scheme,
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi,
rural road development work
and other projects with the
people. He will talk with the
panchayat representatives,
self-help groups, farmers’ and
women’s organisations.
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SC relief for Ali
at what cost?

6

T;le release on interim bail by the top court of Ashoka
University assistant professor Ali Khan Mahmudabad
came as a welcome relief, but his arrest itself on the basis
of a couple of social media posts related to Operation Sin-
door raised many questions about the condition of free
speech and expression in India. While granting him re-
lief, the Supreme Court bench, led by Justice Surya Kant,
came down hard on the academic, accusing him of ‘dog
whistling’ and trying to garner cheap publicity. It has re-
fused to stay the case, imposed an effective gag order on
him, preventing him from commenting on the current
Indo-Pakistan conflict or his case, impounded his pass-
port and handed over further enquiry into his social
media posts to a Special Investigation Team of police of-
ficers. Prof. Khan’s arrest came swiftly on the heels of two
FIRs registered by the chairperson of the Haryana
Women’s Commission and a Haryana sarpanch, who is
also a BJP member, both of whom termed his social
media posts derogatory to women in the forces and com-
munally loaded. A close reading of the two posts does not
reflect any such sentiment, his lawyer Kapil Sibal opined.
The Haryana police invoked several sections under the
recently passed Bharatiya Nyaya Samhita, including Sec-
tion 52 or the equival-
ent of the sedition law,
in their FIRs against
Prof. Khan. This is ab-
surd as nowhere do

Serious
questions need
to be raised

his posts target India, about the

rather, they paint a fa-

vourable picture of extent and

the country vis-a-vis sc

Pakistan. ope Of
Thisis a classic case f reedom Of

where the so-called
‘left liberal elite are
ranged against a
right-wing ecosystem
that sees any dissent against the ruling dispensation as
an anti-national act. In the last decade or so, the friction
between these two groups has only increased, resulting
in a dumbing down of public opinion. The domain of
the public intellectual is severely restricted as the state
and the judiciary crack down on those who wish to ex-
press their opinions freely. Contrast this to the case of
Madhya Pradesh minister Vijay Shah, whose vituper-
ative, obnoxious comments against Army spokesperson
Col. Sofiya Qureshi, terming her the ‘sister’ of terrorists,
did not merit an immediate arrest, though an SIT has
been formed in this case too. Both the High Court and
the top court passed severe strictures against him, but
the self-righteous women’s commissions did not think
it fit to reprimand him. That he was not immediately
sacked from the MP cabinet points to the political and
caste compulsions that allow motor-mouth politicians
to get away with the vilest abuse. Serious questions need
to be raised about the extent and scope of freedom of
expression in the country. People on either side of the
political divide need to be allowed to air their views
freely, subject to restrictions prescribed by the Consti-
tution. An illiberal India is something no citizen wants.

A Heart Lamp
lights the world

expression in
the country

It is a crowning moment for Indian, especially Kan-
nada, literature that Heart Lamp by Banu Mushtaq has
won the International Booker Prize 2025. This landmark
achievement marks not only global recognition for a
powerful literary voice but also a resounding affirm-
ation of the rich traditions of protest writing in India.
The honour is doubly sweet because the translator,
Deepa Bhasthi, shares the prize amount—acknowledg-
ing the important role of translation in bringing re-
gional stories to the world stage. This success is also a
poignant reminder of what might have been when UR.
Ananthamurthy, one of Kannada’s greatest writers, was
shortlisted in 2013 but narrowly missed the prize. Unlike
Mushtaq’s work, which was selected story by story, An-
anthamurthy was considered for his entire body of
work—a different format that nonetheless underscored
the global potential of Kannada literature.

Mushtagq is no newcomer to Kannada letters. A prod-
uct of the Bandaya (protest) movement of the 1970s, she
haslong given voice to the marginalised—Dalits, women,
and minorities. Heart Lamp comprises twelve stories
drawn from three decades of her writing, each bearing
the searing imprint of lived experience. As Mushtaq her-
self said, she did not have to do “research” to write these
stories—they are etched from her own life as a Muslim
woman who is expected to suffer silence, suppression,
and resistance. She has faced not just social ostracism
but literal violence—a fatwa and a knife attack—for her
insistence that women should be allowed to pray in
mosques. Yet, her courage has not wavered. In story after
story, she exposes the misogyny embedded not just in
society at large, but within religious and cultural tradi-
tions. The very first story in Heart Lamp provocatively
begins by attempting to define the word “husband”, only
to deconstruct the assumptions that give men automatic
superiority in marriage. Her work confronts the cruel
double standards women face: expected to endure, for-
give, and obey—no matter how unworthy the man.

This award also marks a milestone in the evolution of
literary translation. The success of Heart Lamp would
not have been possible without Deepa Bhasthi, who
came to terms with colloquial idioms and cultural
nuances to preserve the texture of Mushtaq’s prose. This
echoes the historical role translation played when Ta-
gore’s Gitanjali, rendered beautifully into English, won
the Nobel. Turkish writer Orhan Pamuk is read globally
because his works are beautifully translated into Eng-
lish. By contrast, many great works in Malayalam, Ben-
gali, and Tamil remain hidden from the global eye
simply because they lack skilled translators. In a world
hungry for authentic voices, Heart Lamp proves that
truth told with courage and translated with care can il-
luminate hearts across continents.

Guest Column

RUCHI GHANASHYAM

gruesome ter-

rorist attack in

Pahalgam on

pril 22, 2025,

targeting innocent Indian tourists

on the basis of their religion, shook

the soul of India. In a cold and cal-

culated manner, two of the terror-

ists had earlier mingled with the

tourists and herded them towards

two other armed terrorists.

Twenty-five tourists were first

segregated and then killed. One

Kashmiri pony operator was also
killed in the attack.

Protests across J&K and other
parts of India demonstrated the an-
guish felt by the people of India.
Amongst measures taken by the
central government was the deci-
sion to hold the Indus Waters
Treaty in abeyance.

On May 7, the Indian Armed
Forces launched ‘Operation Sin-
door’, hitting nine sites with terror-
ist infrastructure in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

It was during the briefings on
‘Operation Sindoor’ that India
played its master stroke in soft
power projection. Flanking the For-
eign Secretary, Vikram Misri, were
two smart and confident lady of-
ficers from the armed forces. Colo-
nel Sofiya Qureshi and Wing
Commander Vyomika Singh repre-
sented the face of the Indian armed

forces through the Operation. Not-
withstanding some ensuing contro-
versy, the sight of these two
inspiring women officers added to
the sense of pride that ordinary In-
dian citizens felt for their men and
women in uniform. It was a power-
ful message to India’s enemies that
India’s women represent Nari Shakti
and should not be seen as helpless
appendages of their spouses.

Col Sofiya Qureshi has an excep-
tional background. She earned the
distinction of being the first woman
to lead an Indian Army training
contingent at Force 18, a multi-
national field exercise involving
ASEAN Plus countries, being the
only female commander among all
participating nations. She was also
a part of Indian peacekeeping oper-
ations in the Congo. She represents
the third generation in her family to
serve in the armed forces. Her
father and grandfather served in
the Indian Army, while her great-
grandmother was in the British
Army and later participated in the
1857 freedom struggle.

Watching Col Sofiya Qureshi in
her crisp army uniform, confidently
briefing the nation about ‘Operation
Sindoor’, my thoughts went to
women across the border in Pakis-
tan. While searching for a house in
Islamabad, when we had recently
arrived on our posting there, we

SMRUTI KOPPIKAR

he hysteria was
palpable, the fear
was real, and the
sense of doom
was all around us in the city earlier
this month as the India-Pakistan
hostilities escalated. Can Mumbai
be bombed? Will the city survive
any attack? Is there an escape from
a nuclear strike? and other such
questions dominated conversations.
Chats and WhatsApp groups were
abuzz with instructions on how to
save oneself in case of an attack
from across the border and what to
do in case of a nuclear strike.
Housing societies of the middle
and upper-middle classes con-
ducted their own safety drills to
match the mock actions by the gov-
ernment and other agencies. Most
Mumbaikars went about their days
with tell-tale streaks of tension lin-
ing their faces, except the slum
dwellers, who make up about half
the city’s population, the outdoor
workers, and the delivery execu-
tives for whom the city has hardly
offered safety. This is a city in which
people routinely lose their lives
climbing up on scaffoldings without
harnesses, going down into sewer
drains without any safety gear,
boarding local trains, driving over a
pothole on ill-maintained roads or
simply walking on a street because
it does not have walkable pave-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Moral Failure

ments.

In case of cross-border hostilities
or a war, beyond the platitudes and
the drills, almost everyone knows
the truth—Mumbai is a strategic
target, and, if it is hit, there’s very
little that anyone living here can do
other than contain the damage and
count the dead. Let’s be honest.
Mumbai was not planned or built to
withstand a war or even bomb
blasts. We have basements to park
cars here, not bunkers to save our-
selves in case of conventional or un-
conventional attacks. To even plan
for bunkers would mean counting
real estate loss. It is that kind of a
city.

Journalists who went to the
border cities and towns like
Poonch, Rajouri, and Amritsar dur-
ing the India-Pakistan hostilities for
the first time were surprised to see
how many homes and compounds
had bunkers, how familiar it was
even for children to be hustled into
bunkers when there was cross-
border shelling, how casually they
spoke of keeping a bag packed with
essentials, and how routine it was
for everyone to know sirens and
take precautionary measures.
Mumbaikars have never had to fac-
tor any of that into their daily rou-
tines. And, as strategic experts
would say in private, there is very
little that we can do anyway.

went to the house of a wealthy Bal-
ochi family in Islamabad to see the
house they wanted to rent out.
After we had spent a few mo-
ments with the male members of
the family, I was taken to the court-
yard at the back of the house. There
I met the two women of the house-
hold. They seemed privileged
enough to have travelled to Islama-
bad but had been living within the
four walls of their house. Their
shopping, even for personal items,
was brought home to them. The
lives of many women in Pakistan,
especially in Balochistan and the
NWEFP, were confined to the ‘cha-
dar and chardiwarf, that is, behind
the veil and within the confines of
the boundaries of her house. “What
a contrast from India’s Col Sofiya
Qureshi,” I thought to myself, as I
heard about how she had distin-
guished herself in peacekeeping op-
erations and in the Indian Army!
Baloch educationist Samia Naz
estimated that female literacy in
rural Balochistan was as low as 2
per cent. Analysts have written that
the per capita ratio of female edu-
cation in Balochistan is the lowest
globally, while the female mortality
rate was the highest in the world.
Honour killings, acid attacks, ma-
ternal mortality, and illiteracy were
the lot of women in Pakistan’s lar-
gest province! Patriarchy is strong

What can be done was evident in
early May—officials asked Mumbai-
kars to not panic and remain calm
(yes, but how do we keep calm
when a bomb might be coming our
way?). And volunteers were trained
to provide first aid (what first aid
can be done in a nuclear strike?)
and help evacuate civilians to safer
areas (where are these anyway?).
The ‘civil defence mock drill' edu-
cated Mumbaikars on safety proto-
cols, but it was more to showcase
that there was something that could
be done; in reality, little can be done.

Mumbai’s economic prowess and
criticality to India, its strategic im-
portance given the atomic power
plant and other sensitive installa-
tions, its primacy of service indus-
tries, including the entertainment
sector, its humungous civilian
population that’s a major workforce
and more make it a target. If you are
a Mumbaikar by birth and this
chaotic but warm city is home,
there is nowhere to escape to in
case of an attack. If you are a Mum-
baikar by choice because you came
chasing dreams, then you may still
have a place to go and hide, if you
want to.

For a moment, forget war.
Havent we Mumbaikars been
through targeted IED explosions,
bomb blasts, and terror sieges ear-
lier? Since the first deadly one on

www.freepressjournal.in

in Pakistani society, leading to an
imbalance in gender power rela-
tions. The seclusion and segregation
of women confine them to the
household, thereby isolating them.
This leaves little or no room for ac-
cess to the wider society and denies
them the opportunity to play any
role outside the home.

During my stay in Islamabad,
Pakistan’s penal code recognised
the Islamic practices of Qisas (equal
retribution) and Diyat (monetary
compensation to kin of victims),
under which the Pakistani state did
not press charges even for heinous
crimes like murder if the next of kin
of the victim accepted restitution or
granted forgiveness to the culprit.
Much has been written in Pakistan
about the misuse of this practice. In
an article in the Pakistani news-
paper ‘Dawn’ on May 5, 2023, on the
infamous ‘Qisas & Diyat Laws’, Nik-
hat Sattar wrote, “In case after case
of murder and severe bodily harm
to innocent people, the perpetra-
tors are often given a clean chit by
Pakistan’s courts. The accused, even
more emboldened, returns to so-
ciety with no remorse. Many are
legislators— elected by the very
same people they harmed.”

Even as scores of Muslim women
in Pakistan became victims of ‘hon-
our killing’ or ‘honour revenge’, the
position of minority women

March 12,1993, which shook the city
out of its placid chaos after 13 tar-
gets were blasted in a span of less
than 90 minutes, there have been as
many as 13 more attacks on the city
till 2011. These, in all, took the lives
of more than 720 Mumbaikars and
left nearly 2,400 injured. Many were
traced back to across the border.
The deadliest one that’s often re-
called is the 26/11 terror attack on
November 26, 2008, in which at
least 175 died at multiple locations.
Equally damaging were the coor-
dinated blasts on July 11, 2006, on
the Western Railway suburban
trains in the evening peak hours
that left more dead—183 Mumbai-
kars getting back home from work.
Even in the 26/11 attack, railway sta-
tions were hit. Even when the
modus operandi of terrorists,
funded from across the border, was
known and preventive steps taken,
all the hits could not be prevented.
Railway networks in major inter-
national cities are favoured targets
of attackers during war or terror
strikes. The 9/11 attacks in New York
ended up causing severe damage to
the city’s subway systems, including
structural damage to three stations.
Besides Mumbai, cities in the
United Kingdom, Spain, France,
Japan, Italy, Russia, Germany, the
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Venezuela,
Angola, South Korea, and Colom-

Operation Sindooris also the
manifestation of Nari Shakti

There are role models galore in almost every field for young girls in
India. It is time Pakistan focussed on the welfare of its citizens

seemed much worse. Girls as young
as twelve to eighteen years of age
from the Hindu, Christian and Sikh
communities could be kidnapped,
raped, forcibly converted to Islam
and married to Muslim men, with
almost no justice available to the
victims.

The problem for women was
compounded by the Hudood Ordi-
nances, a series of discriminatory
laws that were introduced as a part
of the process of Islamisation by
Zia-ul-Haq. Promulgated in 1979,
the Hudood Ordinances equated
rape with adultery and provided
that a woman’s testimony was not
admitted to prove rape or adultery.

Women in India continue to face
multiple challenges. Col Sofiya Qu-
reshi and Wing Commander
Vyomika Singh demonstrated that
the Indian woman is making in-
roads even in areas that used to be
male domains. There are role
models galore in almost every field
for young girls in India. Campaigns
such as Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao are
aimed at encouraging female edu-
cation. It is time that Pakistan di-
verts its energies in a positive
direction and focuses on the welfare
of its citizens, especially women.

Ruchi Ghanashyam is former high commis-
sioner to the UK and author of Indian
Woman in Islamabad (1997-2000).

The city is a strategic target
with no place for us to hide

Prevention remains Mumbai’s best defence to date as all preparation
has severe limits. In this city, we live with multiple risks every day

bia have all experienced terrorist
attacks through explosions or haz-
ardous gases on their railway net-
works.

The Indian defence forces strik-
ing terrorist camps and networks
across the border this month may
have brought vicarious satisfaction
to many a Mumbaikar, but it also
likely brought the city into the
muzzle of an intended full-scale at-
tack. When India’s conflict with
Pakistan, which foreign secretary
Vikram Misri took pains to clarify
was in the conventional domain
with no nuclear signalling, can es-
calate is anybody’s guess. In the
aftermath of the March 12 serial
bomb blasts and the 26/11 attacks,
India’s diplomats worked hard to
isolate Pakistan in the international
community and prevent another
attack. That, the prevention, re-
mains Mumbai’s best defence to
date because all preparation has se-
vere limits. In this city, we live with
multiple risks every day; this is one
more, and it is perhaps the only
way to be in Mumbeai.

Smruti Koppikar, an award-winning senior
journalist and urban chronicler, writes exten-
sively on cities, development, gender, and
the media. She is the Founder Editor of the
award-winning online journal ‘Question of
Cities’ and can be reached at smruti@ques-
tionofcities.org.
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The Supreme Court con-
demned MP minister Vijay
Shah’s objectionable re-
marks, calling them a na-
tional embarrassment. Yet
the BJP has taken no ac-
tion, prioritizing vote banks
over values. Instead of
swift disciplinary steps, the
minister remains shielded.
This silence undermines
party credibility and public
trust. BJP, once seen as a
party of principles, now
appears more invested in
damage control than ac-
countability. True leader-
ship means standing by
ethics—even if it costs
politically.

—Hema Hari Upadhyay,

Khacharod

Positive Spaces

A positive environment
fosters mental and emo-
tional well-being. It en-
hances productivity, builds
resilience, and strengthens
relationships. Practices like
gratitude, empathy, and re-
spectful communication
help create such spaces.
Recognizing efforts and lis-
tening actively encourage
growth and collaboration.

Whether at home, school, or
work, cultivating positivity
ensures individuals flourish.
A healthy environment
benefits both individuals
and communities.
—Kumkum Panwar, Ujjain

Job Crisis
Unemployment is rising due
to layoffs and an economic
slowdown. ‘Make in India’
and focus on startups offer
hope, but more support is
needed. Skill development,
SME aid, and financial in-
centives can help foster
entrepreneurship and cre-
ate jobs. India must build a
strong job ecosystem that
withstands economic press-
ures.

—Insiya Raj, Ujjain

Smartwatch

Slump

India’s smartwatch market fell

27% in Q2 2024. Innovation fa-

tigue and clutter hit local and

global brands alike.
Harshita Dhakad, Ujjain

Coastal Vigilance
India must enhance mari-
time security to prevent
infiltration and smug-
gling via sea routes. Inci-

HASAN ZAIDI

To bee or not to hee

Yesterday was World Bee Day. It was ad-
judged so by the United Nations in 2017
to raise awareness about the impor-
tance of bees in maintaining biodiversity
and food security. While everyone knows
of the honeybee, they may not be aware
that there are, in fact, over 20,000 bee
species worldwide. Bees are essential to
our ecosystem, and their populations are
declining due to habitat loss, pesticides,
and climate change. Protecting them is
crucial for biodiversity and food security.
Avinash Godboley, Dewas, MP

dents like the 26/11 at-
tacks show how vulner-
able our coasts can be.
Recently, an unidentified
ship off Gujarat raised
alarms amid Indo-Pak
tensions. Past cases re-
veal illegal arms, drugs,
and human trafficking by
sea. India must deploy a
dedicated coastal vigi-
lance force and increase
surveillance to ensure se-
curity. It's time we view
coastal safety with the
same urgency as border
defense.

—Sarthak Sharma, Ujjain

Be cautions of Al
The recent passage of the

Take It Down Act in the United
States brings to light a dis-
turbing and fast-growing
threat: deepfakes. These Al-
generated videos are not just
digital mischief, they destroy
reputations, invade privacy,
and fuel cyber abuse. While
the West is finally waking up
to this menace, India con-
tinues to snooze, despite
multiple high-profile inci-
dents. When will we learn to
treat digital violence as seri-
ously as physical harm?
Awareness campaigns and
platform accountability must
walk hand in hand with strict
legislation. Until then, every
user remains vulnerable.

A concerned citizen

Parking issues

Itis good to see the auth-
orities waking up after
the High Court directive
with regard to aban-
doned vehicles in the city.
Abandoned vehicles at
public spaces are cer-
tainly an eyesore. The
authorities must come up
with some policy and en-
sure that people do not
abandon their vehicles
anywhere and every-
where. Also, considering
the massive redevel-
opment taking place in
the suburbs, they need to
focus on the parking
issue too.

Melville X. D’Souza

Drive responsibly

As road safety advocates, we
must address the alarming
trend of mobile phone use
while driving. Diversions, es-
pecially watching videos, in-
crease the risk of accidents
significantly. Also, a number
countdown at a signal causes
anxiety, as in the last 5 sec-
onds, people try to rush
ahead. Let's foster a culture of
responsibility on our roads.
Remember: Life can't be re-
wound—focus on the journey,
not your screen! Don’t multi-
task on the road while driving
or crossing.

T.S. Karthik

BMC exposed
The BMC has got themselves
exposed in the pre-monsoon
showers that hit Mumbai, as
the city came to a standstill
due to waterlogging and
choked gutters that shut the
subways, making life difficult
for citizens. This year, the
monsoon will be terrible for
the Mumbaikars as most
roads are dug with the debris
strewn around recklessly. As
the BMC lacks administration
expertise, it should be headed
by the corporate sector.

S.N. Kabrai
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DARBHANGA (BIHAR)

Bihar BJP MILA
sent to jail

Alocal court in Bihar's
Darbhanga district on
Thursday sent Alinagar
BJP MLA Mishri Lal Yadav
and his associate to judi-
cial custody in connection
with a 2019 assault case.
"Suman Kumar Diwakar,
additional district and
sessions judge of Special
MP/MLA court of Darb-
hanga, ordered security
personnel to take the MLA
into custody when he and
his associate deposed be-
fore the court,” Assistant
Public Prosecutor Renu
Jha told reporters.

C SAMBHAJINAGAR
Over 600 cops
transferred

The authorities on Thurs-
day transferred 606 po-
licemen in Maharashtra’s
Beed district, which had
come under the spotlight
after the murder of sar-
panch Santosh Deshmukh
last year. Of these cops, in
the ranks of constables to
police sub-inspectors, 226
have completed 12 years in
the same tehsil, the de-
partment said in a media
release. The district has
nearly 2,100 policemen.

JAIPUR
Raj continues
tosizzle

Rajasthan continued to
experience severe heat on
Thursday. Sri Ganganagar
was the hottest, with
maximum temperature
crossing 47 degrees
Celsius for the second
consecutive day. Accord-
ing to the Met depart-
ment, the maximum
temperature in Sri Gan-
ganagar was recorded at
47.3 degrees Celsius on
Thursday, while it was at
47.6 degrees a day before.

CHENNAI

26 endangered
bird species

As many as 26 out of 37
endangered bird species
available in Tamil Nadu
besides 17 nocturnal bird
species, were recorded
during the state-wide

sychronised bird census
2025.

VIKSIT VIEW: Modi inaugurates 103 Amrit Bharat railway
stations; unveils projects worth Rs 26,000 cr in Rajasthan

MEGA BID FOR
INFRA PUSH: PM

FP News Service
LIMDI / BIKANER / GUWAHATI

Emphasizing the nation's com-
mitment to modernisation,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday said that a huge ef-

fort is underway to build mod-
ern infrastructure for a
developed India.

He said that unprecedented
work has been done in last 11
years to modernise the railway
stations and airports in the
country.

The Prime Minister also
highlighted the swift devel-
opment of dedicated freight
corridors to streamline cargo
transportation and the ongoing
construction of India’s first bul-
let train project. Alongside these
efforts, more than 1,300 railway
stations are being modernised
to improve the passenger ex-
perience.

"India is modernising its train
network and infrastructure.
This reflects the new speed and
progress of the country," he said
at a programme in Bikaner in
which he virtually inaugurated
103 Amrit Stations in different
parts of the country.

Modi said the Vande Bharat
train is running on nearly 70
routes in the country.

"This has brought trains to
far-flung areas. Hundreds of
road overbridges and under-
bridges have been constructed
in the last 11 years. New tracks
have been laid," he added.

He stated that the central gov-
ernment is set to spend nearly
Rs10,000 crore on railway devel-
opment in the state this year,
marking a 15-fold increase com-
pared to pre-2014 levels.

PM Narendra Modi flags off Bikaner-Mumbai express train, in Bikaner district, Rajasthan

18 redeveloped rly stations
in Gujarat inaugurated
n a significant boost to railway infra-
I structure in Gujarat, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday virtually
inaugurated 18 redeveloped railway

growth.

stations across the state. These mod-

ernised stations, revamped under the
Amrit Bharat Station Scheme at a total
cost of X164 crore, were unveiled dur-
ing a national event held in Bikaner,

Rajasthan.

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel personally attended the inaugur-
ation ceremony at the newly redevel-
oped Limbdi railway station,
expressing pride over the state’s grow-
ing railway infrastructure.

Projects worth Rs 26K cr
unveiled in Bikaner
rime Minister Narendra Modi in-
Paugurated and laid the foundation
stone of multiple development
projects worth Rs 26,000 crore in Ra-
jasthan’s Bikaner on Thursday.
PM Modi remarked on the inauguration
and foundation stone laying of several
power-related projects, emphasising

that these developments will further
enhance Rajasthan’s electricity supply.
He underscored that the increasing
power generation in the state is playing
a crucial role in accelerating industrial

British-era Haibargaon rail
station redeveloped

M Modi on Thursday virtually inau-
gurated the redeveloped Haibar-

gaon railway station, a 138-year-old

stations.

British-era facility built to facilitate tea
cultivation in Assam. The small railway
station in Nagaon district has been given
a complete facelift at a cost of Rs 15.85
crore and was a part of 103 Amrit Bharat

3 Jharkhand railway

stations redeveloped

Nitish confronts new challenges

Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA
Bihar chief minister Nitish
Kumar has already set a rec-
ord by serving the state as CM
for the longest period but now
faces a challenge to keep his
‘numero uno position’ intact as
new challenges have cropped
up before him as the assembly
election approaches.

Nitish has also taken oath as

CM for a record nine times but
this time, his coronation (raj
tilak) for another term will not
be as seamless. On earlier oc-
casions, both BJP-led NDA
and RJD-led Mahagathband-
han (grand alliance) accepted
him for the top post without
any qualm.

NITISH’S CHALLENGES
Nitish never misses an oppor-
tunity to highlight how he

changed the image of Bihar
completely by implementing
various schemes. He also
keeps repeating how no devel-
opment work had allegedly
taken place during Lalu-Rabri
regime.

“Nitish will be held more ac-
countable this election when
JD (U) s support to the NDA
government at the centre is
important for its stability,”
political analyst Kumar noted.

odi on Thursday virtually inaugur-
M ated Govindpur Road, Rajmahal

and Shankarpur railway stations
in Jharkhand that were redeveloped at a
cost of over Rs 21 crore. The three sta-
tions were among the 103 Amrit Bharat
stations across the country virtually inau-
gurated by PM Modi.
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Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI
——

The Congress again attacked
the Centre for sending all-
party delegations abroad to
convey its point of view on
cross-border terrorism
being promoted by Pakistan
and Operation Sindoor
which was carried out by
India in response to the Pa-
halgam terror attack ter-
ming these as “weapons of
mass distraction”.

Speaking for the principal
Opposition party, which has
been peeved at the Centre
selecting several of its senior
leaders for these delegations
without consulting it, its
general secretary Jairam Ra-
mesh on Thursday criticised
the move to send these del-
egations abroad as a “mean-
ingless optical exercise”.

Ramesh also questioned
why the Centre has still not
agreed to the Congress’s de-
mand for convening a

Weapons of mass
distraction: Cong’s
new term for panels

special session of Parliament
to clarify the ceasefire claims
made by US President Don-
ald Trump. “The continued
refusal of the PM to call a
session of Parliament and
meanwhile send a delegation
of 50 MPs to different coun-

tries...is all domestic optics ~ spokesperson  Randhir
and meaningless,” he said. Jaiswal reminded the

The Congress world about the
leader was also need to “come

quoted by PTT as
saying, “India
and Pakistan have WMDs
(weapons of mass destruc-
tion). India has one more
class of WMD that Pakistan
does not have -- weapon of
mass distraction. The send-
ing of these delegations is
part of the WMD exercise.”

Meanwhile, several sen-
ior Congress leaders who
figured among the 59 MPs
for the seven delegations
that are going abroad, have
supported the move to ex-
plain  India’s  position
abroad.

P SINDOOR ‘

MEA
‘EXPOSES’
PAKISTAN

NEW DELHI
India on Thursday reiter-
ated its resolve to fight ter-
rorism and called on the
world to hold Pakistan ac-
countable for the terror
attacks that they have car-
ried out against India. In
the weekly media briefing,
External Affairs Ministry

together to fight
terrorism in all
its forms and manifesta-
tions.

Replying to a query on
the multi-party delega-
tion, Randhir Jaiswal said,
“There are seven delega-
tions. Three delegations
have departed..This is a
political mission. We want
to make a stronger out-
reach to the world to con-
vey our resolve to fight
terrorism. We want the
world to come together to
fight terrorism in all its
forms and manifestations.”

A Hisar court on Thursday
extended the police remand of
YouTuber Jyoti Malhotra by
four days.

Jyoti, 33, was presented by
police in the court of Sunil
Kumar, civil judge, junior divi-
sion, at the end of her initial

JYOTI REMAND EXTENDED

Probe on five-day police remand, amid

s e tight security while no out-
Kumbh visit sider was allowed inside the
be gln S courtroom during the hearing.
Rajesh Moudgil & PRAYAGRAJ
Biswajeet Banerjee VISIT PROBE
CHANDIGARH/PRAYAGRAJ

Intelligence agencies have
launched a confidential in-
vestigation into her visit to
Prayagraj earlier this year.
Sources reveal that agencies
are probing the circum-
stances, purpose, and con-
tacts associated with her
trip during the Magh Mela.

She had visited Prayagraj
on January 29, coinciding
with Mauni Amavasya, one
of the most significant
bathing festivals of the
Magh Mela. According to
reports, she arrived from
Delhi by bus along with
other devotees and visited
prominent religious sites,
including the Sangam, Ak-
shayvat, and Hanuman
temple. She documented
her entire visit in a 42.20-
minute video later up-
loaded on her YouTube
channel ‘Travel with Joe’.

Trump claims: Cong questions PM’s ‘silence’

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thursday
again questioned if the United
States  president Donald
Trump had played a role in
brokering a ceasefire between
India and Pakistan saying he
had for the eighth time now
made the claim to having done
so.

Congress leader Rahul Gan-

dhi while picking on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
claims on Operation Sindoor,
wrote in a post on X: Modjji,
stop giving hollow speeches.
Just tell me: 1. Why did you
believe Pakistan's statement
on terrorism? 2. Why did you
sacrifice India's interests by
bowing to Trump? 3. Why
does your blood boil only in
front of cameras? You have
compromised the honour of

India!”

Meanwhile, the party’s
media and publicity depart-
ment chairman Pawan Khera
questioned why Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has
maintained “silence” over the
issue of Trump’s repeated
claims and not rejected these
so far.

Khera said Trump made
the most recent claim in the
regard during his meeting

with South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa at the White
House.

“This is the 8th time Presi-
dent Trump has made this
claim that he got Operation
Sindoor stopped. He claims to
have used trade to get India to
end Operation Sindoor. Prime
Minister Modi has not re-
jected this claim even once.
What does this silence mean?”
Khera wrote in a post on X.
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Respect
interests or...

The disengagement of
troops at the two remaining
friction points of Demchok
and Depsang were completed
under the provision of a pact
that was sealed on October 21
last year. On Turkiye's military
support to Pakistan, Jaiswal
said: "We expect Turkiye to
strongly urge Pakistan to end
its support to cross-border
terrorism and take credible
and verifiable actions against
the terror ecosystem it has
harboured for decades.” "Re-
lations are built on the basis of
sensitivities to each other's
concerns," he said

US was in the
United...

The cessation of hostilities
between the two nations
came after India's 'Operation
Sindoor’, launched in retali-
ation for the April 22 Pahal-
gam terror attack that killed
26 civilians.

On being asked about the
US role in the cessation of
hostilities between India and
Pakistan, he responded,
"Well, the US was in the
United States. Obviously, US
Secretary of State Rubio and
Vice President Vance had
called up, Rubio had spoken
to me, Vance had spoken to
our Prime Minister, they had
their view and they were
talking to us and they were
talking to Pakistani side as in-
deed were some other coun-
tries. There were some
countries in the Gulf, there
were some others as well."

‘Pakistan
was forced..

India is not going to be
scared by the threat of atom
bomb. Thirdly, we will not
see the perpetrators of terror
and the government patron-
ising the terrorists separately.
We will consider them as
one," he said, adding these
are three "sutras” from Oper-
ation Sindoor.

He said the game of Pak-
istan of state and non-state
actors will not work any-
more. Lauding the armed
forces for carrying out Oper-
ation Sindoor, he said "Our
government gave free hand
to all three armed forces. To-
gether they created such a
trap that Pakistan was forced
to go down on its knees".

Noting that Pakistan had
tried to target the Nal air
base in Bikaner but could not
cause any damage to it, he
said in contrast "No one
knows when Pakistan's Rahi-
myar Khan air base will open
again. It is in ICU. The attack
has destroyed it".

Coachinjail,
scandal...

Earlier, on Tuesday night,
an FIR under sections of the
BNS and POCSO Act was
registered against Mosin
Khan after a girl reported
that she had been molested
during a training session at
the shooting range. The inci-
dent allegedly occurred in
2023, but the complaint was
lodged nearly 18 months
later, as the victim was in-
itially too frightened to ap-
proach the police.

2,360
waiting to...

"We have a large number of
Bangladeshi nationals in India
who are required to be de-
ported. We have asked the
Bangladeshi side to verify the
nationality. We have a pending
list of more than 2360 cases of
people required to be deported.
Many of them have completed
the jail process. In many cases,
the nationality verification pro-
cess has been pending since
2020," said Jaiswal. Illegal mi-
grants enter India without
valid travel documents in a
clandestine, and surreptitious
manner, thus making it ex-
tremely difficult for the auth-
orities to have a correct
estimate of such people resid-
ing in the country.

2 Israeli
embassy...

Kalin said people came to
his aid and brought him
water, thinking he needed
help, without realising he was
the suspect. When police ar-
rived, he pulled out a red kef-
fiyeh and repeatedly yelled,
"Free Palestine,” Kalin said.
The suspect, identified as Elias
Rodriguez, 30, of Chicago, was
observed pacing outside the
museum before the shooting,
walked into the museum after
the shooting and was de-
tained by event security,
Smith said. When he was
taken into custody, the suspect
began chanting, "Free, free
Palestine,” Smith said.

SCreserves
Waqf orders..

The key issues in conten-
tion include the Centre’s new
power to denotify properties
already declared as wagqf by
courts, usage, or deed; the re-
structured composition of
state waqf boards and the
Central Waqf Council—
where petitioners argue only
Muslims, barring ex-officio
members, should be involved;
and a clause permitting dis-
trict collectors to override
wagf status if they determine
the land belongs to the gov-
ernment. Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, defending the
Act, argued that waqf is a
“secular concept” and empha-
sised the legal presumption of
constitutionality that shields
parliamentary laws from
hasty judicial interference.

State gets 6
redeveloped..

The railway services have
improved in the past few
years, and the railway
travellers will see more devel-
opments in the coming days,
Yadav said. Criticising Pakis-
tan, Yadav said India would
not spare Pakistan, and the In-
dian showed courage. Former
assembly Speaker Sitasaran
Sharma said the train services
were improving because of
the central government’s
planning. Earlier in the day,
Yadav, accompanied by PWD
Minister and in-charge min-
ister of the district Rakesh
Singh, arrived at the local heli-
pad. A large number of party
leaders were present there to
welcome the Chief Minister.

SC’s ‘chance
vs metrit’...

"Delays in state counsell-
ing, last-minute seat addi-
tions or deletions, and lack of
coordination between quotas
worsen the issue. As a result,
lower-ranked candidates can
secure better seats by taking
risks, while merit-based se-
lection is undermined Su-
preme Court observed,” it
added. The bench issued sev-
eral directions to the authorities
to curb seat-blocking. These di-
rections include: Implement a
Nationally synchronized coun-
selling calendar to align AIQ
(All India Quota) and State
rounds and prevent seat block-
ing across systems; mandate
Pre-Counselling Fee Disclosure
by all private/deemed univer-
sities, detailing tuition, hostel,
caution deposit, and miscel-
laneous charges; establish a
Centralized Fee Regulation
Framework under the National
Medical Commission; permit
upgrade windows post-round
2 for admitted candidates to
shift to better seats without re-
opening counselling to new en-
trants; publish raw scores,
answer keys and normalization
formulae for transparency in
multi-shift NEET-PG exams.

SC stays ED
probe on...

Questioning the ED raids
over TASMAC, a state gov-
ernment body, CJI Gavai
said, "The Enforcement Di-
rectorate is violating the
federal concept (of govern-
ance)." The CJI-led bench
took note of the sub-
missions of senior advo-
cates Kapil Sibal and Amit
Anand Tiwari, appearing
for the state government
and the TASMAC, and
stayed ED's probe against
TASMAC in the meantime.

KIRU HYDEL CORRUPTION CASE: In a message on X, Malik
said he is hospitalised & not in a condition to talk to anyone

CBI files chargesheet
agamst former J&K Guv

NEW DELHI

The CBI has filed a charge-
sheet against former Jammu
and Kashmir governor Satya-
pal Malik and seven others in
connection with alleged cor-
ruption in the award of Rs
2,200-crore civil works for
Kiru hydropower project, of-
ficials said Thursday.

The agency has filed its
chargesheet after three years
of probe before a special
court naming Malik and his
two aides Virender Rana and
Kanwar Singh Rana, they
said.

The other persons named
in the chargesheet included
the then Chenab Valley Power
Projects Pvt Ltd (CVPPPL)
managing director M S Babu,
its directors Arun Kumar

practices in the
award of the contract

of civil works of the Kiru

Project to a private com-
pany in 2019, the CBI had
said after the registration
of the FIR in 2022.

Malik, who was the gov-
ernor of Jammu and Kash-

pertaining to the project.

HE CASE pertains to
the alleged mal-
worth about Rs 2,200 crore

Hydro Electric Power (HEP)

mir from August 23, 2018 to
October 30, 2019, had claimed that he was offered a Rs
300-crore bribe for clearing two files, including the one

He denied allegations of corruption against him after
the agency conducted search operation last year.

Satyapal Malik

Mishra and M K Mittal, ma-
naging director of construc-
tion firm Patel Engineering
Ltd Rupen Patel and private

person Kanwaljeet Singh
Duggal, the officials said.

In a message on 'X' on
Thursday, Malik said he was

admitted in the hospital and
not in a condition to talk to
anyone. The former governor
said he was getting calls from
many well-wishers which he
was unable to take.

The CBI had conducted
searches at the premises of
Malik and others in connec-
tion with the case in February
last year.

Malik said his residence
was raided by the CBI instead
of investigating the people he
had complained about and
who were involved in cor-
ruption.

"They will not get anything
except four-five kurtas and
pyjamas. The dictator is try-
ing to scare me by misusing
government agencies. [ am a
farmer's son, I will neither be
afraid nor bow down," he had
posted online.

www,freepressjournal.in

NCP expels
party leader

WHY?

PTI
PUNE
The Nationalist Congress
Party has expelled a local
leader and his son after they
were named in a dowry har-
assment and abetment to sui-
cide case, it said on Thursday.
Rajendra Hagawane and
his son Sushil -- both cur-
rently absconding -- have
been expelled from the party,
said Pune district NCP chief
Shivaji Garje in a statement.
A First Information Report
was registered against her
husband Shashank, mother-
in-law Lata Rajendra Haga-
wane, Rajendra Hagawane,
sister-in-law Karishma, and
brother-in-law Sushil under
relevant sections of the Bha-
ratiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
related to abetment to sui-
cide and domestic violence,

Jain Monk Prasanna Sagar honoured at Patanjali Univ

FP News Service
HARIDWAR

A profound confluence of
spiritual consciousness, philos-
ophy, and interfaith dialogue
unfolded at Patanjali Univer-
sity on Wednesday with the ar-
rival of the distinguished
Digambara Jain monk, Antar-
mana Acharya Shri 108 Pra-
sanna Sagar Maharaj.

In a grand felicitation cer-
emony, Yoga Rishi Swami
Ramdev and Acharya Balk-
rishna extended a heartfelt
welcome to the revered saint.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Acharya Prasanna
Sagar lauded Patanjali's ef-
forts in promoting health,
social well-being, and global
harmony. He praised Swami
Ramdev and Acharya Balk-
rishna for their dedicated
service to humanity
through the revival of yoga
and Ayurveda. He also elab-
orated on the concepts of
nature, culture, and distor-
tion, urging people to live in
harmony with nature and
culture, warning that living
contrary to them reflects
spiritual poverty.

Swami Ramdeyv, in his ad-

dress, hailed Acharya as a bea-
con of ascetic purity and deep
self-realisation. He said Di-
gambara tradition signifies
transcendence beyond bodily
attachments and illusions. He
emphasized that Acharya’s life
reflects the true spirit of re-
straint, purity, and spiritual in-
tensity.

Acharya Balkrishna paid
tribute by reciting a Sanskrit
eulogy composed of eight
verses, which deeply moved

Jain community, Swami Ram-
dev was felicitated, and Patan-
jali University also presented a
special citation to Acharya
Prasanna Sagar in honour of
his sacrifice and spiritual dedi-
cation to humanity.

Earlier, he toured the Patan-
jali Research Institute and
planted a sapling in the Patan-
jali Herbal Garden. The event
was graced by several Jain
monks, university dignitaries,
faculty members, researchers,

the audience. On behalf of the  and students.

Yoga Rishi Swami Ramdev and Acharya Balkrishna [
felicitate Acharya Shri 108 Prasanna Sagar Maharaj | my

His son named in dowry
harassment-suicide case

THE CASE

ajendra’s daughter-
in-law Vaishnavi
(26) allegedly

hanged herself on May 16
at her in-laws’ house in
Bavdhan area near Pune.
Her parents alleged that
they had given 51 tolas
(595 gm) of gold, silver
and an SUV to her hus-
band’s family at the time
of marriage, but the Haga-
wane family harassed her
yet, demanding that she
bring Rs 2 crore to pur-
chase land.

police said.

Police have arrested the
husband, mother-in-law
and sister-in-law of the vic-
tim, while Rajendra and
Sushil are on the run, said
an official.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

REGARDING HOUSE/PLOT NO. 925, SCHEME NO. 44, KHATIWALA TANK, INDORE

TAKE NOTICE THAT, My Client Axis Bank Ltd., Indore had provided loan facility to
Smt. Swarn Rani W/o Shri Mohanlal Arora, Shri Mohanlal S/o Shri Laddaram Arora, Smt.
Anjum W/o Shri Arun Kumar Arora, Shri Arun Kumar S/o Shri Mohanlal Arora and Shri
Rakesh Kumar S/o Shri Mohanlal Arora against security of property of their ownership
and possession bearing House/Plotno. 925, Scheme no. 44, Khatiwala Tank, Indore. Total
Plot area is 3500 Sq. Ft. by deposit of Original title deeds bearing registration no. 1-
A/4206 dated 29.03.2001 executed by Shri Jagat Singh Hoda and Shri Mahendra Singh
Hoda in favour of Smt. Swarn Rani Arora, Registered sale deed no. 4205 dated 29.03.2001

executed by Shri Jagat Singh Hoda and Shri Mahendra Singh Hoda in favour of Shri
Mohanlal Arora, Registered sale deed no. 4204 dated 29.03.2001 executed by Shri Jagat
Singh Hoda and Shri Mahendra Singh Hoda in favour of Smt. Anjum Arora, Registered
sale deed no. 4202 dated 29.03.2001 executed by Shri Jagat Singh Hoda and Shri
Mahendra Singh Hoda in favour of Shri Arun Kumar Arora, Registered sale deed no. 4203

dated 29.03.2001 executed by Shri Jagat Singh Hoda and Shri Mahendra Singh Hoda in
favour of Shri Rakesh Kumar Arora and Registered sale deed no. 05565 dated 04.07.1974
executed by Indore Improvement Trust in favour of Shri Jagat Singh Hoda and Shri
Mahendra Singh Hoda. The loan has been paid in full by the borrower, but now the above
mentioned original Title Deeds are missing from the office of my client Bank and are not
traceable despite the best efforts and due diligence on the part of my client. Information
of this has also been given to the local police station" Thana Vijay Nagar, Indore"
Any person/s , who finds the above documents, may please hand over the same at my
office and inform accordingly, with in "SEVEN DAYS” from the date of publication of]
this public notice , so that it can be collected . It is cautioned to the public at large not to
deal with, purchase and sale and/ entitle to create any other third party/ s rights in respect
of the above property except from the owner of the property mentioned hereinabove. Any
such transaction would be held null and void in the eyes of Law. z

SUNIL KUMAR PANDEY Advocate
1052, Scheme no.114, Part-l, Vijay Nagar, Indore}
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' NATRAI PROTEINS LIN

CIN: LO0153MP1990PLC006090

Regd. Off. -Nagpur Kalan, Ordinance Factory Road, Itarsi, (M.P.)-461111
Email: natrajproteinltd@rediffmail.com Website:www.natrajproteins.com

EXTRACT OF AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH, 2025

(Rs. In Lakhs) (except EPS)

Quarter ended Year ended
31.03.2025 | 31.12.2024 | 31.03.2024 |31.03.2025|31.03.2024

(Audited) |(Unaudited)| (Audited) | (Audited) | (Audited)
Total income from operations 2340.65 3342.81 3904.08 | 11827.13 | 19402.53
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (Before Tax, 149.20 5.15 100.68 (117.65) (1246.29)
Exceptional and/ or Extraordinary items)
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period Before Tax 149.20 5.15 100.68 (117.65) (1246.29)
(After Exceptional and/ or Extraordinary items)
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (After Tax 126.12 3.31 100.31 (146.27) | (1251.90)
Exceptional and/ or Extraordinary items)
Total comprehensive Income for the period (4.87) 2.69 (2.72) (1.90) (1252.22)
[Comprising Profit/ (Loss) for the period
(after tax) and other comprehensive income
(after Tax)]
Paid up Equity Share Capital (Face value 374.70 374.70 374.70 374.70 374.70
Rs.10/- each)
Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve as 2848.00 2996.17
shown in the Audited Balance Sheet
of previous year)
Earnings Per Share (for continuing
and discontinued operations)
Basic: 3.37 0.09 2.68 (3.90) (33.41)
Diluted: 3.37 0.09 2.68 (3.90) (33.41)

Stock Exchange www.bseindia.com.

Date: 21.05.2025
Place: Itarsi

Note: The above is an extract of the detailed format of Audited Quarter and year ended Financial Results filed with
the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Audited
Quarter/Year Ended Financial Results are available on the website of the Company www.natrajproteins.com and

For, NATRAJ PROTEINS LIMITED

CHAIRMAN & MANAGING DIRECTOR

Sd/-
KAILASH CHAND SHARMA

DIN: 00012900
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NATURE’S FURY: The devastation uprooted trees and
power poles, flooded roads and hospitals

Storm ravages Uttar
Pradesh, claims 33 lives

Biswajeet Banerjee
LUCKNOW

A powerful storm accom-
panied by torrential rains and
hail battered several parts of
Uttar Pradesh on Wednesday
night, leaving 33 people dead
and dozens injured across 20
districts. The devastation,
which included wind speeds
up to 80 kmph, uprooted trees
and power poles, flooded
roads and hospitals, and left
vast areas without electricity.

Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath expressed grief over the
loss of lives and directed dis-
trict magistrates to provide
immediate relief and com-
pensation to the affected
families. “Every life lost is a
tragedy. Instructions have
been issued to expedite rescue
operations and ensure timely
treatment of the injured,” said
a government spokesperson
from the Chief Minister’s Of-
fice.

A senior official with the
Revenue and Relief depart-

A tree falls on a vehicle as it got uprooted following
storm and heavy rainfall, in Meerut

ment confirmed death of 33
people in rain related incident
in last 24 hour.

Gorakhpur division wit-
nessed three deaths. In the
AIIMS police station area, 19-
year-old Dheeraj died after
being struck by lightning
while picking vegetables with
his mother, who sustained
serious burns. In Kushinagar’s
Kasya area, 14-year-old
Krishna died and her sister

Mamta was injured after a
mango tree fell on them dur-
ing heavy rain. Meanwhile, in
Ramkola, 46-year-old Manati
Devi was killed when a strong
gust of wind lifted a hut she
had taken shelter in, throwing
her into debris.

In Lakhimpur Kheri’s Nig-
hasan area, three people—in-
cluding a father and
daughter—were crushed
under the debris of a col-

CM Yogi Adityanath
expressed grief over
the loss of lives and
directed district
magistrates to pro-
vide immediate relief
and compensation to
the affected families

e

lapsed wall and tin shed.
Rakhshpal Singh, his 10-year-
old daughter Ramandeep, and
an 80-year-old woman named
Phulvasa died in separate inci-
dents related to the storm’s
impact. CHC Superintendent
Dr. Kamlesh Narayan con-
firmed Phulvasa succumbed
to a severe head injury caused
by falling debris.

In Noida and Ghaziabad,
more than 50 trees were up-
rooted, blocking roads and
damaging parked vehicles. A

46-foot banyan tree crashed
onto several cars in Sector 23,
while a biker died in Madhu-
ban Bapudham after being hit
by a falling tree.

nation

Indore, Friday, May 23, 2025

SOLDIER KILLED IN ENCOUNTER
WITH TERRORISTS IN KISHTWAR

JAMMU

A soldier was killed in an en-
counter with terrorists during
a cordon and search operation
launched by security forces in
Jammu and Kashmir's Kish-
twar district on Thursday, offi-
cials said.

The gunfight took place
when the security forces were
conducting a search operation
following a tip-off about the
presence of terrorists in the
Shingpora area of Chhatru,
they said. Four terrorists are
said to be trapped in the area.

"Contact has been estab-
lished with terrorists during a
joint operation with police at

Security forces during an encounter with terrorists in
Kishtwar district of Jammu and Kashmir

Chhatru in Kishtwar this
morning,” the Indian Army's
White Knight Corps said in a
poston X.

Additional troops have been
deployed and the operation is
ongoing to neutralise the ter-
rorists, it said.

"During the ongoing oper-
ation, fierce gunfight is con-
tinuing. One of our
bravehearts sustained griev-
ous injuries in the exchange of
fire and has succumbed de-
spite best medical efforts," the
White Knight Corps said.

DKS backs Parameshwara amid ED raids

PTI
BENGALURU

Asthe ED continued searches at
institutions linked to Karnataka
Home Minister G Paramesh-
wara in connection with a
money laundering probe tied to
gold smuggling case on Thurs-
day, Deputy Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar came out strongly
in support of his cabinet col-
league, calling him a "clean and
honest man".

SONA KITNA SONA HAI:
JEWELLERY HAUL AT JUNCTION

Biswajeet Banerjee
ALIGARH

What appeared to be just an
empty, torn bag under a tree
near the exit gate of Aligarh
Junction turned out to be a
jackpot of stolen jewellery—
thanks to the keen eyes of pa-
trolling RPF and GRP
personnel.

That single ring led to a
thorough search of the bag, re-
vealing a treasure trove: two
gold rings, two bangles, a pair
of tops, a locket, a pair of ear-
rings, a bracelet, three pairs of
silver anklets, two pairs of toe
rings, and a chain—collectively
valued at over Rs 10.10 lakh.

The five accused—Pankaj
from Ramghat Road Mahuak-
heda Gauri, Nawab of Devi
Nagla, Bhagwati Prasad from
Vinamai Atrauli, Yad Ram of
Lekhraj Nagar Mahuakheda,
and a fifth man from Old Pulia

Oops! the gold ring slips out
uring a routine joint patrol, officers
D noticed five men sitting suspi-
ciously under a Pilkhan tree, trying
to conceal a tattered bag. When ques-
tioned, the group insisted it was empty.

But as fate would have it, a gold ring
slipped out, betraying their claim.

Nagla Man Singh—are all resi-
dents of Aligarh.

They were taken into cus-
tody and brought to the GRP
police station, where further
investigation linked them to
multiple past luggage thefts re-
ported at Aligarh Junction and
nearby stations. Interrogation
revealed that the gang had
been targeting train passen-
gers and platforms, stealthily
lifting bags and valuables.

A case has been registered,
and police say the arrests mark
a significant breakthrough in
curbing theft on railway prem-
ises.

Meghalaya has youngest
population in the country: CM

SHILLONG: Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K Sangma on
Thursday asserted that the hill state has the youngest popu-
lation in the country and the government has been working to-
wards making it a global force. CM Sangma said, "Meghalaya
has one of the youngest populations in the country and we are
turning this demographic advantage into a global force. If we
send even 30,000 professionals abroad, the remittances can
amount to Rs 250 crore a month - that's Rs 3,000 crore a year
into our families" hands. We have been converting a challenge

into a great opportunity.”
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SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
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The Enforcement Directorate
was conducting searches under
the Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) targeting ha-
wala operators and
accommodation entry oper-
ators accused of routing "fake"
transactions into actress Ranya

in a gold smuggling case earlier.
Defending Parameshwara,
the state Congress President
said, "he might have gifted
around Rs 15-25 lakh to Rao dur-
ing some family event or mar-
riage, but that doesn't mean he
encouraged her to indulge in il-
legal activities like smuggling.”"
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Mann opposes
Centre's move
to deploy CISF
at Bhakra dam

Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

Accusing the BJP-led Union
government for, what he held,
hatching conspiracies to ruin
Punjab, chief minister Bhag-
want Mann on Thursday held
that the state government will
oppose the Centre’s move to
deploy Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISF) at Bhakra
dam and will not give a single
penny as expenditure on it.
Briefing newspersons,
Mann held that while the
Centre needed everything
from Punjab in terms of food
grains but on the other hand
tried to snatch the waters of
the state through this action.
He said that instead of giving
any special package to Punjab
for its immense contribution,
the BJP is meting out step-
motherly treatment to the
state. Mann said that he will
flag this issue before Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
the meeting of the NITI Aayog
slated to be held on Saturday.
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‘Big' Bill gets
US House nod
by single vote

Agencies
WASHINGTON

The Republican-controlled U.S.
House of Representatives passed
by a single vote a sweeping tax and
spending bill that would enact
much of President Donald
Trump's policy agenda on Thurs-
day and saddle the country with
trillions of dollars in debt.

The bill would fulfill many of
Trump's  populist campaign
pledges, delivering new tax breaks
on tips and car loans and boosting
spending on the military and
border enforcement. It will add
about $3.8 trillion to the federal
government's $36.2 trillion in debt
over the next decade, according to
the nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office.

What Trump called the "one,
big, beautiful bill" passed in a 215-
214 vote, with all of the chamber's
Democrats and two Republicans
voting against it.
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OVAL OFFICE AMBUSH | After Zelenskyy, South Africa’s Ramaphosa latest target of US President’s tirade

World leaders risk Trump ‘smackdowns’

NEVER A DULL MOMENT

Agencies
WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
turned down the lights in the
Oval Office on Wednesday and
made South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa the target of
his latest geopolitical ambush
of a foreign leader in front of
television cameras.

In an extraordinary scene
clearly orchestrated by the
White House for maximum ef-
fect and reminiscent of Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy's visit in February,
Trump confronted Ramaphosa
with false claims of genocide
against South African whites,
including allegations of mass
killings and land seizures.

It was another display of
Trump's apparent readiness to
use the Oval Office, historically
reserved as a place of honor for
foreign dignitaries, to embar-

rass visitors from less-powerful
nations or hold their feet to the
fire on matters he is fixated
upon.

Trump's unprecedented use
of the presidential setting for
such displays could prompt
foreign leaders to think twice
about accepting his invitations
and risk public humiliation, a
reluctance that could make it
harder to cement ties with
friends and partners that are
also being courted by archrival
China.

Patrick Gaspard, a former
US ambassador to South Africa
under  President  Barack
Obama, said Trump had
turned the meeting with Ra-
maphosa into a “"shameful
spectacle” and "savaged him
with some fake snuff film and
violent rhetoric."

"Engaging on Trump’s terms
never goes well for anyone,"
Gaspard, now a senior fellow at

r"

the Center for American Prog-
ress think-tank in Washington,
wrote in a post on X. The Oval
Office meeting had been billed
as a chance to reset strained re-
lations between the U.S. and
South Africa, especially after
Trump's imposition of tariffs,
and to defuse escalating ten-
sions over his unfounded accu-

sations of "white genocide" and
offer to resettle white minority
Afrikaners.

After a cordial start to the
meeting, Trump, a former real-
ity TV star, ordered the lights
dimmed and showed a video
and printed articles purpor-
ting to be evidence that white
South Africans are being

persecuted.

Ramaphosa, clearly pre-
pared to counter Trump's ac-
cusations but unlikely to have
expected the political theater,
was attentive and composed as
he sought to refute what was
presented by his host, but he
stopped short of directly chal-
lenging or criticizing a U.S.
president with a reputation for
being thin-skinned. “I'm sorry
I don't have a plane to give you,”
Ramaphosa quipped with a
smile, referring to the luxury
jetliner Qatar has offered
Trump as a replacement for
Air Force One.

His spokesperson Vincent
Magwenya told South African
broadcaster Newzroom Afrika
that "you could see President
Ramaphosa was being pro-
voked."

rump’s humiliation of his

visitors means world

leaders now must consider how they will come
across to their electorates back home. If they fail to
stand up to Trump, they will look weak. If they push
back hard, they might damage their national interests.

M In February, Jordan's King
Abdullah looked
uncomfortable as Trump
pressed him to accept
refugees from Gaza.

H After he was kicked out of
the White House for
reacting angrily to JD
Vance’s demands for
gratitude, Zelenskyy spent
weeks making amends.

B UK PM Starmer was a
successful visitor as he
deftly pulled out a letter
from King Charles inviting
Trump for a state visit.

B French president
Macron stood firm,
laying his hand on
Trumps’s wrist when
he falsely claimed
Europe would get
back aid it has poured
into Ukraine.

M No foreign leader
faced as much
domestic pressure in
the Oval Office as
Canadian PM Carney.
“Some places are
never for sale,” he told
Trump.
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MPs brief UAE, Japan on

PTI
ABU DHABI/TOKYO

India on Thursday launched its
global outreach against terror-
ism emanating from Pakistan
as multi-party delegations
reached the United Arab Emir-
ates and Japan to assert the
right to self-defence following
Operation Sindoor.

The delegation to Japan is
led by JD(U) MP Sanjay Jha
while Shiv Sena MP Shrikant
Shinde is leading the delega-
tion to the United Arab Emir-

Misri conveys ‘zero-tolerance on terrorism’

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri met Japanese Vice Minister for Foreign
Affairs Takehiro Funakoshi in Tokyo on Thursday for their annual dialogue
and highlighted India’s stance on zero tolerance towards terrorism.
"Vikram Misri joins Takehiro Funakoshi, for the Foreign Secretary-Vice
Minister Dialogue in Tokyo. Discussions covered advancing the Special
Strategic and Global Partnership,” the Indian Embassy posted on X.

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri with Japan’s Vice
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Takehiro Funakoshi

Op Sindoor
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ates (UAE).

The two delegations held
multiple meetings with min-
isters, prominent persons and
think-tank officials too. i

"Together in the fight against
terrorism! The All-party del-
egation led by @DrSEShinde
held a fruitful meeting with HE
Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al
Nahyan @uaetolerance in Abu
Dhabi. Reaffirmed their com-
mitment to combat terrorism
in all its forms and manifesta-
tions," said the Indian Embassy
in the UAE.
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"Get yourself a real job,”
Trump told a journalist

After casting his ballot in
Florida, Trump
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reporter asked about
extradition of Tahawwur
Rana. Trump responded
with “l can’t understand
aword he’s saying”.

question about his foreign
policy as “stupid” and
accused the reporter of
being part of the “fake
news"” media.
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Amid ongoing political unrest
and the interim government's
failure to announce a clear
roadmap for the next parlia-
mentary elections, Bangladesh
Army Chief General Waqar-uz-
Zaman has expressed his desire
to hold elections by December
this year, media reported.

“Bangladesh is passing
through a chaotic phase,”
Waker-Uz-Zaman told Army
officers on Wednesday, accord-
ing to the newspapers.

administration and law en-
forcement agencies has col-
lapsed and  failed to
reconstitute.”

No date has been set for elec-
tions but interim leader, Nobel
Peace Prize winner Muham-
mad Yunus, has promised polls
will be held by June 2026 at the
latest.

But the key Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP), seen as
the front-runners in the elec-
tions, have repeatedly de-
manded an election date.
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SAN DIEGO
Several die in
plane crash

Multiple people on board a
private plane that crashed
into a San Diego military
housing neighborhood
during foggy weather
early Thursday are dead
but no one on the ground
was injured, authorities
said. The plane could hold
eight to 10 people but it's
not yet known how many
were on board, Assistant
San Diego Fire Chief Dan
Eddy said at a news
conference. Authorities
will be investigating
whether the plane hit a
power line, he said.

WASHINGTON
Shooting near
CIA office

CIA security officers shot
at and injured a woman
who approached the
front gates of the agency
inacararound4am. ET
on Thursday morning,
according to a law
enforcement source and
another person familiar
with the matter. That
person is now in custody.
It was not clear what led
the agency security
officers to open fire. The
shooting was “non-fatal,”
according to a statement
from the Fairfax County
Police Department
confirming the incident.
Fairfax Police are
currently “providing
traffic support while the
CIA conducts its
investigation,” according
to the statement. At
present, there is no
indication that it is
connected to killing of
two Israel embassy
employees.

LONDON
Mauritius gets
Chagosisland

A British court has lifted
an injunction, allowing
the UK government to
proceed with
transferring the disputed
Chagos Islands to
Mauritius. The
agreement, which
includes leasing back the
strategically vital Diego
Garcia military base to
the US for 99 years, was
temporarily blocked by a
High Court judge
responding to a claim by
Chagossian women
fearing difficulties
returning to their
homeland once
Mauritius gains control.
The UK had previously
evicted islanders in the
1960s and 70s to build
American base. This
decision paves the way for
the historic transfer,
despite lingering concerns
from displaced residents
and some political
opposition in UK.
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SEOUL

North Korea’s newest war-
ship was severely damaged
during a launch ceremony
Wednesday, with leader Kim
Jong Un, who witnessed the
accident, saying it brought
shame to the nation’s prestige
and vowing to punish those
found responsible, state
media reported.

the official Korean Central
News Agency (KCNA) said a
malfunction in the launch
mechanism caused the stern
of the as-yet unnamed 5,000-
ton destroyer to slide pre-
maturely into the water,
crushing parts of the hull and
leaving the bow stranded on
shipway.

Kim called the launch fail-
ure “a criminal act” and
blamed it on “absolute care-
lessness” and “irresponsibil-
ity” by multiple state
institutions - including the
Munitions Industry Depart-
ment, Kim Chaek University
of Technology and the central
ship design bureau.

It’s not common for North
Korea to acknowledge mili-
tary-related setbacks, but ob-
servers say the disclosure of the
failed ship launch suggests that
Kim is serious about his naval
advancement program and
confident of ultimately achiev-
ing that objective.

According to a South
Korean military analysis, the
vessel is lying on its side in the
water, Joint Chiefs of Staff
(JCS) spokesperson Lee Sung-
joon said during a press brief-
ing on Thursday.

“It’s a shameful thing. But
the reason why North Korea
disclosed the incident is it
wants to show it’s speeding
up the modernization of its
navy forces and expresses its
confidence that it can event-
ually build” a greater navy,
said Moon Keun-sik, a navy
expert who teaches at Seoul’s
Hanyang University.

CEV] WESTERN RAILAY - RATLAM DIVVSON

E-Auciion for e conlract of Parking

The dotsis are fumshed a5 uncar.
Calalogis No. PARKING-RTM-TS,
Typa of agreemant Packing Sand,
Lot Mo PARKING-RTECGEH-FA.
EE-24-1 (Buhore), PARKMNG-RTM-
KUH:-TW:65.24=1 Iflhll:lhrl:hld}.
FARKING-RTM-BEH-TW-40-23-1
{Berchal, PARKING-RTM NAD M-
£1-F4-1 [Hagda - Birligresn Side],
PAREING-ATM-MWH-MN:T0-285=1
{Nimach], PANEING-ETW-DACH-
NE-B0-24-1 (D, Ambadbar Magar],
PARKING-MKLC MX-T2:-25:1
| Makei), PARKING-COR-NX-T4-25-
1 (Chitbergarhy Pesioa: 3 years,
E-Russtiee for all Lovls willl st ol
11:00 hears on dt 02063028 Lol
g eloing B can be Wisaad in
Exiuion madie of IREPE.

S MHvhibonal Comraseiel Marpar,

Wenlare Rachwy
AFMIENS Aol mm

o oi | Tl laze booh 2 oo iasiem=ly

s et

T Hlama of ifs corporai deboos ainag |

3 HELI"-'.'.HT PARTICLLARS

TPal GLORAL POWER FRISATE LIMITED

im fumes

#

Satellite image shows a North Korean destroyer before it is put to sea in Ch-ongjin,
North Korea on Tuesday

Agencies
SYDNEY

Record flooding on Australia's
southeast coast has killed
three people and cut off towns,
isolating tens of thousands of
residents, as officials on Thurs-
day warned more downpours
were expected over the next
24 hours.

Major flooding hit several
rural towns in the Hunter and
Mid North Coast regions of
New South Wales, Australia's
most populous state, with
most of the Mid North Coast
region facing further heavy
rainfall through Thursday.

Police said the body of a 63-
year-old man was found in a
flooded home near Taree,
more than 300 km (186 miles)
north of Sydney, while another
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body believed to be that of a
missing man aged in his 30s
had been discovered in flood
waters on Mid North Coast.
The body of a 60-year-old

d Oz reels under floods, 3 dead

§ w

woman was also found in her
vehicle west of Coffs Harbour,
police said. Police said they
were searching for a missing
people.
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Govt to sell
securities
worth 327K cr

on Friday

The government of India
has announced the sale
(re-issue) of dated gov-
ernment securities worth
Rs 27,000 on Friday.

The securities will be sold
in two tranches with a
coupon rate of 6.75 per
cent for aamount of Rs
15,000 crore (maturing in
2029) and at 7.09% for an
amount of Rs 12,000 crore
(maturing in 2054). The
amounts of MUC and the
minimum bidding com-
mitment under ACU auc-
tion, applicable to each
Primary Dealer (PD), are
as under: The underwrit-
ing auction will be con-
ducted through multiple
price-based methods on
May 23 (Friday).

BSE Sensex
rejig: BEL
ousts IndusInd
from Jun 23

Tata Group-owned Trent
will replace Nestle India
while state-run BEL will
oust Indusind Bank from
the BSE Sensex as part of
the index rejig, effective
from June 23, 2025. Nestle
India’s exit from the index
comes after a period of
underperformance in the
stock. The FMCG stock
has seen its price erode by
nearly 5% over the past
one year, underperform-
ing Nifty which has
delivered 9% returns.

NSE-listed cos’
meap soars
6-foldin 11 yrs

The mcap of companies
listed on the NSE has
grown nearly six times in
the past 11 years, said
Ashish Kumar Chauhan,
MD and CEO of NSE. As of
today, India has the fourth-
largest equity market in
the world, after the US,
China (including Hong
Kong), and Japan. “India’s
equity capital markets
have mirrored the strength
and growth of the broader
economy, reflecting the
country's evolving econ-
omic landscape. Since the
NSE began operations in
1994, India’s mcap has
grown over 120 times.
Currently, the mcap
stands at around Rs 440
lakh crore.

Borana IPO
subscribed
148.77 times

The initial public offering
(IPO) of Borana Weaves,
producer of high quality
microfilament woven fab-
rics, got subscribed a
huge 148.77 times on the
closing day of bidding on
Thursday. The Rs 144.89-
crore initial share sale
received bids for
54,88,84,443 shares
against 36,89,457 shares
on offer.

Urban Vault
rents 50K sq ft
office space in
Bengaluru

Co-working firm Urban
Vault has rented 50,000
square feet office space in
Bengaluru to open a new
centre with 1,000 desks, as
part of its efforts to
expand business to meet
rising demand of man-
aged flexible workspaces.

PIGL secures
324.77 crore
repeat order

Power & Instrumentation
(Gujarat) Limited (PIGL)
has announced the receipt
of a repeat work order
valued at Rs 24.77 crore.
The order pertains to the
design, supply, installation,
testing, commissioning,
and client handover of a
comprehensive power
supply system at the
Udaipur Air Terminal,
Rajasthan.
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33,400 CR ACCOUNTING FRAUD | Regulators closely monitoring bank’s books
Looking into ‘egregious violations’
by Indusind Bk personnel: Pandey

Agencies
NEW DELHI

Sebi Chairman Tuhin Kanta
Pandey on Thursday said the
market regulator is looking
into any “egregious violations”
by senior management of
IndusInd Bank, hit hard by
accounting frauds, which
according to estimates involve
a staggering about Rs 3,400
crore. He said the issues at
IndusInd Bank will be dealt
with by the RBI, but Sebi is also
looking at securities market
violations by officials of the cri-
sis-hit bank.

“If there are any egregious
violations by anyone in their
capacity, Sebi is looking into it,”
Pandey told reporters on the
sidelines of an event organised
by Assocham. IndusInd Bank’s

board said it suspects involve-
ment of certain employees in
the fraud and directed the
management to report the
matter to investigative agencies
and regulatory authorities.

Fraud in the derivatives and
microfinance portfolio as well
as balance sheet disclosures
have rattled the private sector
bank. The bank, which has
seen top-level resignations, has
ordered an internal audit
review and is undergoing a
forensics probe..”

The bank has reported the
likely involvement of the senior
management in the accounting
fraud to the central govern-
ment. Also, IndusInd Bank said
it has accounted for and
reflected the impact of all dis-
crepancies identified in these
reports while finalising the
financial results for the
quarter/twelve months ended
March 31, 2025. In the March
quarter, the bank took impact
of all the irregularities brought
to the notice, including a Rs
1,960 crore hit from incorrect
recognition of derivative
trades, cumulative interest
income reversal of Rs 674 crore
due to incorrect accounting,
disclosed a Rs 172 crore fraud
where employees had led it to
incorrectly classify the amount
as fee income under the

play in it.

Swift cleanup by interim mgmt
will help rebuild trust: Hinduja

The “swift” clean-up by the interim management o
Indusind Bank will help rebuild trust in the private sec-
tor lender, Ashok Hinduja, Chairman of its promoter
grouping IIHL, said on Thursday. Hinduja also
affirmed IIHL's commitment to support the bank with
further capital, if required. “l express my continued,
unequivocal trust in the chairman and board of direc-
tors of the Bank for their appropriate, swift actions in
order to address discrepancies and attendant areas of
concern,” Hinduja said in a statement. The statement
comes a day after the crisis-hit lender reported a Rs
2,329 crore loss for the March quarter, as the manage-
ment went about recognising all the discrepancies
that have been discovered in the recent past, and also
acknowledged that frauds by employees had a role to

microfinance business, set off
Rs 595 crore of incorrect man-
ual entries posted as “Other

Assets” and “Other Liabilities”
in the past, and also recognised
the higher slippages.
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RBI likely to announce

PTI
NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank is likely to
announce on Friday the divi-
dend amount that will be paid
to the central government for
fiscal 2024-25.

For the 2023-24 fiscal, the
RBI had transferred a record
surplus amount or dividend
of Rs 2.1 lakh crore to the gov-
ernment. The quantum was
more than double that of Rs
87,416 crore paid for 2022-23
financial year.

The dividend payout is
expected to be higher this
time, the decision about
which is likely to be taken at
the next meeting of the
Central Board of Directors of
the Reserve Bank of India to
be held on May 23.

‘Avg mandi prices of food

crops ruling below MSP’
Average mandi prices of

major food crops, barring

dividend for govt today

S

wheat, are ruling below the
minimum support price due
to bumper harvest of kharif
and rabi crops, according to
the latest Reserve Bank bull-
etin. Also, high frequency
food price data for May so far
(up to May 19) showed a
broad-based moderation in
prices of both cereals and
pulses. Central government
fixes the minimum support
price (MSP) for 23 crops -- 14
kharif, seven rabi and two
commercial crops. However,
it procurers few commodities,
especially wheat and rice for
the central pool for the pur-
pose of food security.

Uncertainty around
India-US trade talks
fuel investor anxiety

FPJ News Service
MUMBAI

Despite favourable domestic
macros, including lower infla-
tion, and improved private sec-
tor growth, Indian markets
exhibited a declining trend on
Thursday. Marketmen
attribute the cautious senti-
ment to a potential delay and
uncertainty around India-US
trade negotiations, and persist-
ent global market volatility
triggered by Trump’s trade and
economic policies.

FIIs turned sellers again on
Thursday. They offloaded
equities worth Rs 5,045.36
crore.

The US bond market
remained jittery on Thursday
after the House passed
President Trump’s ‘big, beauti-
ful bill. The S&P 500 slipped,
while bitcoin prices held near
new record highs. Treasury
yields, which move inversely to
prices, were mixed. The
benchmark 10-year yield was
little changed at around 4.6%.
Its 30-year equivalent
advanced further above 5%.

India’s benchmark indices
declined due to selling in IT, oil
and FMCG shares amid a glo-
bal equity rout triggered by
surging bond yields and US
debt concerns. The 30-share
BSE Sensex lost 644.64 points
to settle at 80,951.99. The index
opened lower and declined
further 1,106.71 points (1.35%) to

hit a low of 80489.92 during
the day. The NSE Nifty tumbled
203.75 points to 24,609.70.

“Key indices witnessed
declines amid US fiscal con-
cerns that the proposed
budget bill could significantly
increase the national debt,
pushing US treasury yield
higher due to tepid long term
bond demand. Adding to the
pressure, a major credit rating
agency’s downgrade of the US
credit outlook sparked broad-
based selloffs across Asian
markets.

“Despite a notable improve-
ment in India’s PMI in May and
uptick in fiscal scenario,
ongoing uncertainty around
US-India trade negotiations
and persistent global market
volatility are likely to keep
Indian equities in a consolida-
tion phase in the near term,”
said Vinod Nair, head of
research at Geojit Investments.

Rupee falls 36
paise to close
at 85.95
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PTI
NEW DELHI

Rupee depreciated 36 paise to
close at 85.95 against the US
dollar on Thursday, on dollar
demand from importers and
foreign banks as well as surge
in crude oil prices. Forex
traders said surging US bond
yields are rattling global inves-
tors. Moreover, the narrowing
yield differential between India
and the US, is making Indian
assets less attractive. Besides,
elevated oil prices amid rising
geopolitical tensions further
dented investor sentiments.

Sebi to auction 30 properties of Rose
Valley group worth X409 crore in June

FPJ News Service
MUMBAI

Sebi on Thursday said it will
auction 30 properties of Rose
Valley group of companies on
June 27 at a reserve price of Rs
409 crore in a bid to recover
money raised by the firm from
the public through illicit
schemes.

The properties to go under
the hammer include land with
building, flats, resort, hotels
and amusement park, build-
ings, plots and land parcels
located in West Bengal,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Tripura, and Bihar, the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) said in a notice.

The e-auction will be con-
ducted between 11 am and 1
pm on June 27. The total
reserve price of these proper-
ties is pegged at Rs 409.02
crore, it added.

The markets watchdog said

it has appointed C1 India as the
e-auction service provider
while it has engaged Quikr
Realty to assist it in sale of the
properties of Rose Valley.

Guidelines on derivatives
contracts expiry this mth
Market regulator will issue
directions this month over
expiry of equity derivatives
contracts after analysing the
comments on the consultation
paper, Sebi chairman said. This
would help optimize the spac-
ing between expiries and avoid
designating either the first or
last day of the week as the

expiry day.

Pandey said, “Right now,
whatever framework is there,
we will be issuing a post-con-
sultation paper and we will be
analysing the comments. The
committees have met and soon
we will be issuing a clarifica-
tion within this month”.

‘SEBI panel reviewing con-
flict of interest code met
twice’

The high-level committee
set up to comprehensively
review the Sebis code on
managing conflicts of interest
for its own members has met
two times since its inception.
The committee is meeting vari-
ous stakeholders and collecting
lots of data. Sebi had
announced the constitution of
the committee on Apr. 9. The
market regulator is hopeful
that the committee will submit
its report to the SEBI within the
three-month timeline.

NSE IPO soon?

Sebi chief Tuhin Kanta
Pandey Thursday exuded
confidence that all out-
standing issues in the
NSE IPO will be resolved
soon. The NSE's IPO pro-
posal has been pending
with the Sebi has certain
concerns. Key concerns
include the compensa-
tion given to key man-
agement personnel,
technology and the
majority ownership in
Clearing Corporation,
among others. “All the
outstanding issues will
be resolved and we will
move forward..NSE and
Sebi are talking, they are
resolving the issues and
I'm very hopeful, it will be
cleared and will move
forward. Can't give a
timeline but we should
be soon doing it.”

OPEC+ may flood mkt with more oil in Jul

FPJ News Service
NEW DELHI

Oil prices dropped by more
than 1% on Thursday after a
report that OPEC+ is discuss-
ing a production increase for
July, stoking concerns that glo-
bal supply could exceed
demand growth, Reuters
reported. Brent futures fell 96
cents, or around 1.5%, to $63.95

a barrel by 1322 GMT. U.S. West
Texas Intermediate crude was
down 91 cents, also around
1.5%, at $60.66.

OPEC+ is  discussing
whether to make another large
output increase at their meet-
ing on June 1, Bloomberg News
reported. An increase of
411,000 bpd for July is among
the options under discussion,
though no final agreement has

been reached, the report said,
citing delegates. Reuters pre-
viously said that the group
planned to accelerate output
increases and could bring back
as much as 2.2 million bpd by
November. OPEC+ has been in
the process of unwinding pro-
duction cuts, with additions to
the market in May and June.
“We're seeing the market
reacting to evidence that OPEC

is letting go of a strategy to
defend price in favour of mar-
ket share” said Harry
Tchiliguirian at Onyx Capital
Group. “It's a bit like taking off a
Band-Aid; you do it in one fell
swoop.” RBC Capital analyst
Helima Croft had said that a
411,000 bpd increase from July
is the “most likely outcome”
from the meeting, primarily
from Saudi Arabia.

Fitch Rating ups India’s growth
potential to 6.4% over next 5 yrs

IANS
NEW DELHI

Global rating agency Fitch
Ratings on Thursday raised
India's GDP growth potential
by 0.2 percentage points to 6.4
per cent over the next five
years, on the back of a sharper
rise in the country's labour
force participation rate in
recent years.

Fitch highlighted that the
revised estimate for India
shows a stronger contribution
from labour inputs, mainly
total employment, rather than

labour productivity.

At the same time, the global
rating agency has scaled down
China’s growth projection by
0.3 percentage points to 4.3 per
cent from 4.6 per cent earlier.

The changes are part of
Fitch's revised assessment of
potential GDP growth for 10
emerging market economies
over the next five years.

Fitch said, "Our estimate of
India’s trend growth is slightly
higher at 64 per cent, com-
pared with 6.2 per cent pre-
viously. We think TFP growth
will slow from recent years to

be in line with its long-run
average of 1.5 per cent.”

TFP, which stands for Total-
factor productivity (TFP), also
called multi-factor productiv-
ity, is usually measured as the
ratio of aggregate output
(GDP) to aggregate inputs.
Under some simplifying
assumptions about the pro-
duction technology, growth in
TFP becomes the portion
of growth in  output
not explained by growth in tra-
ditionally measured inputs
of labour and capital used in
production.

| offgrid |

India to surpass China in oil demand
growth over next decade: Moody’s

PTI
NEW DELHI

China drove global oil demand
growth over the last decade,
but now India is poised to take
the lead in demand growth
over the next decade, accord-
ing to a latest report by
Moody's Ratings.

China and India are No. 2
and No.3 oil consumers in the
world. But there are notable
differences in demand growth
in the two countries.

"Demand growth and
import reliance will be higher
in India,” Moody's said.
"Demand will grow faster in

India than in China over the
next decade, as China's econ-
omic growth slows and pen-
etration of new energy
vehicles accelerates.”
Consumption of crude oil - the
raw material for making fuels
like petrol and diesel - in China
will peak in the next 3-5 years,
while in India Moody's expect
annual growth of 3-5 per cent
in the same period.

Stating that both countries
rely heavily on oil and gas
imports, the rating agency said
it expects China's reliance on
oil imports to fall, reflecting
slower demand growth and
increased domestic produc-

tion.

"India’s reliance on imports
will increase if it is unable to
stem a production decline," it
said.

Moody's said China's larger
oil and gas consumption
underpins the scale of its
national oil companies (NOCs),
which will likely outpace their
Indian peers in production
growth over the next 3-5 years.

Investments in complex
shale gas and offshore projects
bolster ~ Chinese = NOCs'
reserves and production,
while Indian NOCs face chal-
lenges from aging wells and
slow investment.

Pvt sector business activity climbs

FPJ News Service
NEW DELHI

Private sector growth in India
moved up a gear during May
2025, boosted by an acceler-
ation in the service economy,
said the HSBC Flash India
PMI, compiled by S&P Global
on Thursday.

At 61.2 in May, up from 59.7
in April, the HSBC Flash India
Composite Output Index (a
seasonally adjusted index that
measures the month-on-
month change in the com-
bined output of India’s manu-

facturing and service sectors)
showcased a sharp rate of
expansion in private sector
activity. The increase was the
most pronounced since April
2024.

There was a mild loss of
growth momentum in the
manufacturing industry but
service providers reported the
fastest rise in output in 14
months.

The HSBC Flash India PMI
is compiled by S&P Global
from responses to question-
naires sent to survey panels of
around 400 manufacturers
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and 400 service providers.
The panels are each stratified
by detailed sector and com-
pany workforce size, based on

contributions to GDP. The ser-
vices sector is defined by S&P
Global as consumer (exclud-
ing retail), transport, informa-

tion, communication, finance,
insurance, real estate and
business services.

“India’s flash PMI indicates
another month of strong econ-
omic performance. Growth in
production and new orders
among manufacturing firms
remains robust, despite a mar-
ginal cooling from the rates of
increase observed in April.
Notably, there is a firm pick-up
in employment, especially in
the service sector, suggesting
healthy job creation accom-
panies the expansion of both
India’s manufacturing and ser-

to 13-month high

vice sectors,” said Pranjul
Bhandari, chief India econ-
omist at HSBC.

“Strong influxes of new
business, both from domestic
and international markets,
induced quicker expansions in
business activity and employ-
ment. There was also an
improvement in business con-
fidence for the first time since
January. In terms of inflation,
the HSBC ‘flash®™ PMI data
revealed the fastest increases
in input costs and output
charges since late 2024, the
survey said.

Engg goods
exports post
double-digit
growth in Apr

ANI
NEW DELHI

Indian engineering goods
exports on  Thursday
recorded an 11.28% year-on-
year growth in April, reach-
ing USD 951 billion,
attributed to a lower base
effect and increased ship-
ments of electric machinery,
ships, motor vehicles, and
copper products.

According to the release,
the positive iron and steel
exports growth after several
months was also of the factors
for double-digit growth in
engineering goods exports in
April.

It highlights that engineer-
ing goods exports to the US
grew 17% on a year-on-year
basis to USD 1.66 billion in
April this year compared to
USD 142 billion in the corre-
sponding month last year.

Gilts fall
sharply near
close of trade

Informist
NEW DELHI

Government bond prices
ended sharply lower on
Thursday as US Treasury
yields rose near the close of
trade after the US House of
Representatives passed a
spending bill that is expected
to put fiscal strain on the
world's largest economy. The
bulk of the selling took place
near the close of trade, with
traders also cautious ahead of
the weekly gilt auction and the
likely surplus transfer by the
RBI to the government on
Friday. The benchmark 10-
year 6.79%, 2034 gilt closed at
INR 103.62, or 6.27% yield, from
INR 103.82, or 6.24% yield, on
Wednesday.
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Aishwarya Rai Bachchan stuns Cannes in
traditional Banarasi saree and 500-carat
jewels, embracing grace and heritage

Shefali Fernandes

ollywood ac-
tress Aish-
warya Rai
Bachchan
made a stun-

ning return to the 78th  white tissue dupatta, blowing flying kisses.

Cannes Film Festival atthe  beautifully edged with in- However, this time

French Riviera. Unlike her  tricate real gold and silver  Aishwarya’s daughter, ou e Im . ac
2024 appearances that left  zardozi embroidery. Aaradhya Bachchan,

fans disappointed, this
year the actress captivated
everyone with her regal
and elegant avatar. The
5l-year-old actress
flaunted her desi avatar,
draped in an ivory Bana-
rasi saree designed by
Manish Malhotra, per-
fectly blending tradition
with royal elegance.
Aishwarya also proudly
flaunted her sindoor, put-
ting to rest all the divorce
rumours swirling around
her and Abhishek Bach-
chan. The actress paid

tribute to Indian handloom
craftsmanship, wearing a
stunning ivory, rose gold,
and silver ensemble. She
draped a handwoven
Kadwa ivory Banarasi saree
complemented by a sheer

For accessories, Aish-
warya paired her look with
heirloom jewellery from
Manish Malhotra, featuring
over 500 carats of Mozam-
bique rubies and uncut dia-
monds set in 18k gold. She
completed the stunning
ensemble with striking
ruby statement rings, /
adding a regal touch. |

The actress wore a
long-sleeved  blouse
adorned with golden em-
broidery  along  the
borders, paired with a
matching organza dupatta

to add extra drama to her
look. For makeup, Aish-
warya chose her signature
straight hair and bold red
lips. She posed gracefully
for the paparazzi, waving,
offering a namaste, and

was not seen accom- | {
panying her mother, / i
despite usually bemg

by her side at

such events.

O

ne brought his film to the Cannes Film Festival after a decade,
the other is serving as a jury member. Directors Neeraj Ghaywan
and Payal Kapadia had a memorable meet-up at the 78th edition
of the eminent gala. Ghaywan’s second Hindi feature film Homebound
received a nine-minute standing ovation at Cannes when it was

screened in the Un Certain Regard segment on Wednesday.
The same day, he clicked a picture with last year’s
Cannes Grand Prix winner Kapadia, whom he

called “India’s biggest star” at the European

festival. “Hanging out with the biggest In-

dian star at @festivaldecannes -
@payalkapadiafilm,” Ghaywan
captioned his photo with
Kapadia on Insta-

gram.

Sentimental Value gets 15-minute standing ovation

Filmmaker Joachim Trier and star Renate

'
' " A heart-pounding
moment
Popular television
actor Karan Tacker
recently made his
debut at the
prestigious
Cannes Film
Festival, and
the experience
left a lasting
impression on
him. Recalling
the heart-
pounding mo-
ment he
stepped onto the
iconic red carpet,
the actor described
it as an unforget-
table milestone in his
career. Tacker marked
aremarkable debut at
the esteemed Film
Festival with his film
Tanvi: The Great, di-
rected by veteran
actor and filmmaker
Anupam Kher. The Ek
Hazaron Main Meri
Behna Hai actor
walked the red carpet
dressed in a classic
black bandhgala
designed by Manish
Malhotra. With
intricate embroid-
ery and sharp tailor-
ing, Karan perfectly
blended traditional
charm with modern

style.

»

Ali Fazal masters Jujutsu

Actor trains with Italian MMA fighter Umberto Barbagallo for Rakht Brahmand

CJ Desk

formance and the filmmaker’s vision.
The 15-minute standing ovation for Sentimen-
tal Value is the longest thus far of this year’s
Cannes, surpassing an 11.5-minute standing ova-
tion earned by the French director Julia Ducour-
nau’s infection drama Alpha earlier in the fest.

The comedy-drama film Sentimental Value
earned 15-minute standing ovation at the
Cannes 2025.

Actress Elle Fanning, who played a prominent
role in the film, wiped away her tears and em-
braced Trier as the crowd stood in awe of her per-

I

Reinsve’'s reunion movie Sentimental

Value smashed past this year’s record for
the longest standing ovation after its premiere
at the Cannes Film Festival 2025 on Wednesday
evening.

Amitabh Bachchan quits
Kaun Banega Crorepati?
In a shocking twist, it has been re-
ported that Salman Khan is likely to
replace Amitabh Bachchan as the
host of Kaun Banega Crorepati. If a
recent report by Bollywood Hun-
gama is to be believed, the Bhaijaan
of Bollywood is in advanced talks
with the makers of KBC and if every-
thing goes well, he will take over
hosting duties from Big B from sea-
son 17. “Salman Khan is the king of
the small screen, and the best face
to replace Amitabh Bachchan is him,
as he also has a strong connect with
the audience in the smaller centres.
Earlier, Shah Rukh Khan has also
hosted KBC, and if everything goes
well, Salman will be the newest to
take the television sets by storm,” a
source cited by the entertainment
portal claimed.

Not an actov...

Nawazuddin Siddiqui’'s Main Actor Nahin Hoon

finds global spotlight, to be screened at iconic hours a day training to build the right physique

and diving into old-school Indian martial arts to

Lee Strasberg Theatre Institute!

CJ Desk

the screening, Siddiqui and director

awazuddin Siddiqui is
gaining international at-

Aditya Kripalani will hold a dis-
cussion about the film. Siddiqui, who
is trained in method acting, will also

ctor Ali Fazal is currently under-
going intense training in Jujutsu,
under Italian expert and black belt
Umberto Barbagallo, to prepare for
the next schedule of Rakht Brah-

mand.

make his action sequences look as authentic as
possible.

His preparation includes intense weight
training, diction coaching, and immersive learn-
ing of ancient Indian martial arts.

The actor had said: “Signing Rakht Brahmand

was an easy decision for me be-
cause it’s unlike anything
I've done before. The
depth, the scale, and
the sheer vision of
the project are in-
credible.” But with a
role of this magni-
tude comes great
responsi-

tention with his latest film,

Main Actor Nahin Hoon (I

Am Not an Actor). Known
for his powerful performances, Siddi-
qui has been praised for his ability to
bring depth to his roles. After receiv-
ing positive feedback at the New York
Indian Film Festival, the film will now
be shown at the famous Lee Strasberg
Theatre and Film Institute in New )

Speaking about the preparation, a source
from the production said, “Ali was clear from
the beginning that he wanted to train properly
for the role.” “He didn't want to rely on doubles
for the action scenes. That’s why the team
brought in Umberto to help him get into shape
and learn the technique,” the source added.

Rakht Brahmand is produced by film-
makers Raj & DK and directed by Rahi Anil
Barve. The series also features a stellar cast in-

conduct a masterclass on his acting
process.

Siddiqui’s recent film
C o s t a o
has been well-re-
ceived, further
strengthening  his
reputation as a tal-
“ented actor. Fans are
lookmg forward to his

Bigg Boss 19 confirmed:
4 ' Salman Khan to shoot
- N promo in June

York. 4 /"‘ ) upcommg pro- cluding Aditya Roy Kapur, Samantha Ruth  bility, & Superstar Salman Khan is all set to re-
The screening, which will take -~ RELLE \ jects, in- Prabhu, and Wamiqa Gabbi. Rakt Brahmand:  said turn to the small screen as the host with
place on June 24, is exclusive to \ | cluding The Bloody Kingdom is an action fantasy televi- ~ Ali. the much-awaited reality show Bigg Boss
current students and alumni i ) ‘the hor- sion series on Netflix directed by Rahi Anil 19. After being on the fence for the past
of the institute. Main Actor L r or - Barve. . . few months, it has been confirmed that
Nahin Hoon tells the story | comedy It is based on a Marathi short story Vidushak the show will be back for its 19th install-
of a retired banker, played Thama. by G. A. Kulkarni, this series is set to premiere Signing ment, and it is going to happen sooner

by Siddiqui, who dreams
of becoming an actor and
takes online lessons from
a professional.

The film also stars Chi-/
trangada Satarupa and
Naveen Kasturia. After

on Netflix as a six-episode limited series. The
first season is reportedly set in a fictional king-
dom where it focuses on the conflict between
two princes who are vying for the throne of the
kingdom.

In March, Ali talked about how he has been
growing his hair for a year, been spending 6-7

Rakht
Brahmand
was an easy
decision for
me because

it’s unlike

anything I’'ve
done before”

than you think! Bigg Boss 19, which was
left in the lurch after reports of produc-
tion house Banijay Asia parting ways with
Colors, surfaced online. But according to
a report in Pinkvilla, the reality show will
happen this year too, just like every year,
and it will premiere in July.
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Points Tally PURPLE SPOLIED | Lucknow storm drenches Gujarat’s top-two dream

Mar land Erupts

TEAM P W L PTS NRR
GT 13 9 4 18 0.602
RCB 12 8 3 17 0.482
PBKS 12 8 3 17 0.389
Mi 13 8 5 16 1.292
DC 13 6 6 13 -0.019
LSG 13 6 7 12 -0.337
KKR 13 5 6 12 0.193
SRH 12 4 7 9 -1.005
RR 14 4 108 -0.549
CSK 13 3 106 -1.030

ORANGE
CAP

Sai Sudharsa
(GT)

Mat 13

Runs 638
Sr 155.99
Avg 5317

PURPLE
CAP

Prasidh
Krishna (GT)
Mat 13
WKT 21

Sr 14.57
Eco 8.09

Boundary

metre

Most fours
Sudharsan (GT)

Fours - 72
Total 4s - 1926

Most sixes
N Pooran (LSG)

Sixes - 40

Total s - 1083 ( § 4
Today’s Tie

ﬂh

MATCH NO. 65
® res O
SRH |
e rl"-‘""'l-w
LUCKNOW, 7.30 PM
Head-to-Head
RCB Vs SRH
269  Played 195
130 Won 91
131 Lost 101
2 Tied 1

6 No Result 2

BENGALURU

Seifert joins
RCB

Royal Challengers Benga-
luru have signed New
Zealand's Tim Seifert as a
temporary replacement
for Jacob Bethell. Seifert,
currently with Karachi
Kings in the PSL, will join
RCB from May 24. His
availability depends on the
PSL final. Bethell is return-
ing to England for national
duties. RCB is still discuss-
ing Josh Hazlewood's
availability and Lungi Ngidi
is out for the playoffs.

NEW DELHI

Gillon GT’s
success

Guijarat Titans skipper
Shubman Gill attributes his
effective partnership with
Sai Sudharsan to their ability
to "outsmart the opposi-
tion.” He highlighted read-
ing conditions and
assessing situations as key
to GT's IPL 2025 success.
Gill also praised coach As-
hish Nehra for defining
player roles and empower-
ing the bowling unit,em-
phasising their team'’s
collective contributions.

NEW DELHI

Mukesh
Kumar fined

Delhi Capitals pacer Mu-
kesh Kumar was fined 10%
of his match fee for
breaching the IPL Code of
Conduct. He was found
guilty of abusing cricket
gear during DC's loss to
Mumbai Indians, which
ended their playoff hopes.
Mukesh admitted the
Level 1 offense. He had an
expensive outing, conced-
ing 48 runs in four overs.

PTI
AHMEDABAD

On a night meant to be Guja-
rat Titans' celebration for seal-
ing a top-two spot, Lucknow
Super Giants turned ruthless
party crashers, scripting a re-
sounding 33-run win at the
Narendra Modi Stadium,
courtesy a stunning century
from Mitchell Marsh (117 off
64) — his maiden IPL
hundred.

Marsh madness
sets stage ablaze

The Aussie all-rounder,
who had flirted with fifties
throughout the season, finally
broke free — bludgeoning 10
fours and 8 sixes in a clean-
hitting spectacle that an-
chored LSG to an imposing
235/2. Supported by Aiden
Markram (36 off 24) and the
ever-explosive Nicholas Poo-
ran (56 off 27), Marsh turned
the Titans' lavender bowling
attack into mere spectators of
a six-fest. Markram and
Marsh stitched a fluid 91-run
stand before Pooran joined
the carnage, adding 121 runs
in just 8.3 overs — making it
LSG’ highest six tally in an IPL
match (17).

Titans tamed

Chasing a mammoth 236,
GT’s top order flickered
briefly. Skipper Shub-
man Gill (35) and B Sai
Sudharsan (21) opened
with intent, while Jos ™=
Buttler (33) showed
glimpses of his destructive
self. But it was Shahrukh Khan
(57 off 29) who briefly ignited

I"l
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Lucknow Super Giants’ Mitchell Marsh plays a shot
during an IPL 2025 match against Gujarat Titans at
Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad on Thursday PTI

Saba hails MI’s

crushing win over DC
FIRE STARTERS | Bumrah’s
impact transcends stats

ANI

MUMBAI/DELHI

Former India stumper and
JioStar expert Saba Karim has
showered high praise on Jas-
prit Bumrah, calling him the
“emotional backbone” of the
Mumbai Indians (MI) after
their crushing 59-run win
over Delhi Capitals (DC) in IPL
2025. Speaking on JioHotstar,
Karim remarked that Bum-
rah’s presence goes beyond
wickets and economy rates.

“Sometimes, stats don't
capture his true impact. Just
having him in the XI lifts the
entire squad,” said Karim, re-
calling the iconic image of
Kieron Pollard lifting Bumrah
on his return — a testament to
the fast bowler’s aura.

Bumrah the
bowler, Bumrah
the belief

Backing the hype with per-
formance, Bumrah scalped
3/12 in 3.2 overs, clinically de-
stroying DC’s middle and
lower order. His spell shat-
tered any hopes Delhi had of
chasing 181.

‘Firestarters’
Suryakumar &
Naman Dhir finish
with a bang

While Bumrah torched
with the ball, it was the bat-
ting blitzkrieg from Suryaku-
mar Yadav (73 off 43)* and
Naman Dhir (24 off 8)* that
truly ignited MIs charge.
Their 57-run stand, with 48
runs scored in the final 12
balls, turned a solid total into
an imposing one — 180/5.

“Those vital runs at the
death were the turning point,”
said Karim.

“With MI, even the smallest
spark becomes a wildfire.
And today, it was a blaze.”

IANS

MUMBAI

In a massive boost to India’s
next-gen cricket dreams,
IPL 2025 breakout stars
Vaibhav Suryavanshi and
Ayush Mhatre have earned a
place in the India U19 squad
for the upcoming tour of
England. The selection
comes on the back of stun-
ning performances by the
teenage duo in the ongoing
IPL season.

The England tour —
scheduled from June 24 to
July 23 — includes a warm-
up 50-over clash, five Youth
ODIs, and two Multi-Day
matches against the Eng-
land U19 team.

Captain Marvel:
Mhatre to Lead
the Charge

17-year-old Ayush Mhatre,

who stepped in mid-season
as an injury replacement for
Chennai Super Kings
skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad,
has been handed the cap-
tain’s armband. The Mum-
bai-born opener made an
instant impression, scoring
206 runs in 6 matches, high-
lighted by a classy 94 against
RCB at the Chinnaswamy
Stadium.

Record-Breaker:
Suryavanshi’s
Sensational
Debut

At just 14 years old, Vaib-
hav Suryavanshi created IPL
history by becoming its
youngest centurion, don-
ning the Rajasthan Royals
jersey after being picked for
?1.1 crore. With 252 runs in 7
matches, including a ton
and a fifty, the right-
hander's fearless strokeplay

belief, launching a blazing 86-
run stand with Sherfane Ru-
therford (38) that narrowed
the gap — but couldn't bridge
it. The LSG bowlers, especially
Kiwi pacer Will O'Rourke
(3/27), held their nerve. De-
spite sloppy fielding and loose
spells from Akash Deep and
Shahbaz Ahmed, LSG kept
control during key phases of
the match.

Spoiler
- statement
Already qualified for the
playoffs, Gujarat Titans were
eyeing 20 points and a virtual
lock-in for a top-two finish. In-
stead, they now face a crunch
final game with Punjab Kings
and RCB breathing down
their neck.

A Storm, Long
Brewed

Earlier, it came a little
" late in the season, but
Marshss 117 off 64 was worth
the wait — a glorious, gritty,
and ultimately gruesome as-
sault on GT's bowling. Starting
cautiously, Marsh shifted
gears into a batting jugger-
naut, crunching 10 fours and 8
sixes. He brought up his cen-

BRIEF SCORES

LUCKNOW SUPER
GIANTS - 235 for loss of
two wickets in 20 overs
(Mitchell Marsh 117, Nicho-
las Pooran 56*; Sai Kishore
1-34) beat GUJARAT TI-
TANS - 202 for loss of nine
wickets in 20 overs
(Shahrukh Khan 57; Wil-
liam O'Rourke 3-27, Ayush
Badoni 2-4) by 33 runs

It s nice to contrlbute
again — the last week’s
been tough. | just went
back to basics, kept it
simple, and took my
chance when it was my
day. Mid-season dips
happen, and I've
learned to accept those
phases. What matters
is staying fresh, staying
ready. Tonight's about
mindset now — if our
bowlers hit their
lengths, we'll give the
fans something to
cheer about."

Nicholas Pooran

tury in 56 balls, and then just
kept going. There was flair,
but also fire — none more tell-
ing than the back-to-back
sixes off Purple Cap holder
Prasidh Krishna, the first
launched into mid-wicket
with contempt, the next sent
soaring straight over his head.

Opening act
& encore

Teaming up with Aiden
Markram (36 off 24), Marsh
scripted a brisk 91-run open-
ing stand, laying the founda-
tion on a pitch that had little
mercy for bowlers. But the
real fireworks were reserved
for the death, when the 'Bison'
Nicholas Pooran stomped into
the spotlight. Pooran, ever
mercurial, slammed a blister-
ing 56 off 27 balls*, striking his
fifth half-century of the season
with Caribbean ease.

NO CAPITAL GAINS

Tactical stumbles, Axar’s dip & the DC dilemma

PTI
NEW DELHI

The curtain has come down
on yet another forgettable
IPL season for Delhi Capitals
(DC). And after 18 winless
years, the franchise's long
and fruitless quest for the
elusive trophy is beginning
to feel less like a sporting dry
spell and more like a sys-
temic failure.

The numbers tell part of
the story, but the real script
— of tactical missteps,
underperforming stars, and
head-scratching decisions —
lies between the lines.

A promisin?
start - and then
the slide

When DC won five of
their first six matches, fans
dared to dream. But all it
took was one delivery from
Mitchell Santner, which beat
Karun Nair, to start a
domino effect of defeats.
What followed was an im-
plosion of form, strategy, and
structure. DC lost four out of

| Youthquake
From IPL sparks to India flame

Mhatre, Suryavanshi get India U19 call-up for England tour
SQUAD HIGHLIGHTS

The India U19 selection also features promising '-'"

talents:

Vihaan Malhotra (Punjab) - a steady top-order

batter

Mohammed Enaan (Kerala) - a wily leg-

five home games at the Feroz
Shah Kotla — a venue that
shouldve been a fortress. In-
stead, it was a mystery the
coaching trio of Venugopal
Rao, Hemang Badani, and
Munaf Patel couldn’t decode.

Support Staff:
Wrong Men for
the Big League?

The biggest off-field mis-
calculation? Axing Ricky
Ponting and backing a sup-
port team whose only claim
to success was guiding Dubai
Capitals in the ILT20 — a
tournament vastly inferior to
the pressure cooker of IPL.
As one insider remarked,
"You can't ask second-divi-
sion managers to coach a
Premier League team." Even
the hire of Gnaneshwara Rao
— Venugopal's brother — as
an additional fielding coach
raised eyebrows in cricket-
ing corridors already skep-
tical of DC's
decision-making.

Captain Axar’s
vanishing act

Axar Patel, handed the
captaincy in the absence of
Rishabh Pant, flattered to de-
ceive. With just 5 wickets in
12 matches, he became a pe-
ripheral figure with the ball.
His absence from the game
at  Wankhede, where
Santner ran riot, underlined
his inconsistency and poor
impact as leader and player.

KL Rahul: Big
runs, small
impact

Though KL Rahul crossed
500 runs and struck at a
healthy 148, critics ques-
tioned the context of his
runs. His knocks were often
stat-padding, lacking in-
fluence in high-pressure mo-
ments. Be it setting targets or
chasing big totals, Rahul
failed to lift the side when it
mattered.
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spinner who starred in the youth series

against Australia

Yudhajit Guha and Kanishk Chouhan - key all-

rounders from the recent Asia Cup campaign
India U19 Squad for England Tour:

Ayush Mhatre (Captain), Vaibhav Surya-

vanshi, Vihaan Malhotra, Maulyarajsinh

Chavda, Rahul Kumar, Abhigyan Kundu § i
(Vice-Captain & WK), Harvansh Singh g
(WK), RS Ambrish, Kanishk Chouhan, Khilan | - Pl
Patel, Henil Patel, Yudhajit Guha, Pranav Rag-
havendra, Mohammed Enaan, Aditya Rana, An-

moljeet Singh.

and temperament have
turned heads nationwide.

Vlce-ca‘rtam
watch: Abhigyan
Kundu

Mumbai wicketkeeper
Abhigyan Kundu will serve

as vice-captain,

adding depth and
experience behind =~
the stumps. Kundu

has been a consist-

ent performer in the =
domestic youth cir- |

cuit. J_‘_.S._-"

RCB gears up
for SRH test

ONE EYE ON TROPHY, OTHER
ON TABLE | RCB eye historic
top-two finish against SRH

PTI
LUCKNOW

With the playoffs secured and
form on their side, Royal
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB)
will look to climb further up
the ladder and clinch a top-
two league stage finish for the
first time since 2016 when
they square off against Sun-
risers Hyderabad (SRH) in
their rescheduled IPL 2025
clash on Friday.

Currently sitting second
with 17 points from 12 games,
RCB are within striking dis-
tance of cementing a top-two
spot - a crucial advantage of-
fering a second chance in the
playoffs. Their mission: two
wins from two, starting with
Friday’s encounter against a
spirited but inconsistent SRH
unit.

Originally slated for Benga-
luru, the match was shifted to
Lucknow due to early mon-
soon conditions in Karnataka.

Momentum
Check

RCB were riding high be-
fore the league’s abrupt 20-
day halt due to the
India-Pakistan conflict,
stringing together four con-
secutive wins. However, a
washout in their first game
post-resumption threatens to
disrupt their rhythm.

Despite the break, the form
of Virat Kohli remains unwa-
vering, with the ace batter
racking up seven fifties in 11
innings, leading the charge
with elegance and intent.
Captain Rajat Patidar, along
with Tim David and Romario
Shepherd, have brought
depth to the middle order
with powerful cameos.

Patidar’s form wobble and
finger injury remain a minor
concern, though he’s re-
portedly hitting cleanly in the
nets again.

Bowling Balance

RCB’s bowling mix has im-
pressed — Krunal Pandya
and Suyash Sharma providing
guile with spin, while Josh
Hazlewood and Yash Dayal
held their nerve in pressure
overs. Hazlewood, however, is

ruled out due to a shoulder
injury, potentially opening a
slot for Lungi Ngidi or Nuwan
Thushara.

SRH: Hopin to
Finish with Fire

On the other side, Sun-
risers Hyderabad, last year’s
runners-up, are battling to
salvage pride from a shaky
campaign. Their recent six-
wicket win over Lucknow
Super Giants offers hope, but
with just moments of bril-
liance rather than consist-
ency, SRH sit eighth on the
table.

The explosive duo of Ab-
hishek Sharma and Travis
Head can dismantle any at-
tack on their day, but the
bowling department led by
Pat Cummins and Mo-
hammed Shami has struggled
to find collective rhythm.

With nothing to lose, SRH
will look to play party-
spoilers, hoping to end their
season on a high note and
dent RCB’s push for playoff
positioning.

Squads

Royal Challengers
Bengaluru

Phil Salt, Virat Kohli, Rajat
Patidar (c), Mayank Agarwal,
Jitesh Sharma (wk), Tim
David, Krunal Pandya, Roma-
rio Shepherd, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Suyash Sharma, Yash
Dayal, Rasikh Salam, Manoj
Bhandage, Jacob Bethell,
Swapnil Singh, Liam Living-
stone, Nuwan Thushara, Lungi
Ngidi, Mohit Rathee, Swastik
Chikara, Abhinandan Singh.

Sunrisers
Hyderabad

Pat Cummins (c), Ishan Ki-
shan (wk), Travis Head, Ab-
hishek Sharma, Heinrich
Klaasen (wk), Atharva Taide,
Abhinav Manohar, Harshal
Patel, Kamindu Mendis,
Wiaan Mulder, Nitish Kumar
Reddy, Mohammed Shami,
Rahul Chahar, Simarjeet
Singh, Zeeshan Ansari, Jay-
dev Unadkat, Eshan Malinga,
Aniket Verma, Smaran Ravi-
chandran, Sachin Baby.

Opening woes cost
us playoifs: Badani

UNSETTLED FRONT | No
starts, no stability. no playoffs

minced no words
after his side’s 59-
run defeat to
Mumbai Indians,
officially ending
their IPL 2025
playoff hopes.

At the heart

of the col-
lapse?

An un-

settled and
unproductive opening
combination, Badani
said at the post-match
¥press conference.

“A settled opening pair

openers give you starts. We
haven't had those, and hence
the constant changes,” Ba-
dani admitted.

Seven Opening
Combos, Zero
Traction

DC experimented with
seven different opening pairs
this season — including Jake
Fraser-McGurk,  Abishek
Porel, Faf du Plessis, and
Karun Nair — but none
clicked consistently. “We've
had to fill the void match
after match. Teams that

dominate the powerplay go
deep in tournaments. We
didn't,” Badani lamented.

From Flying Start
tohCras ing Fin-
is

Delhi began the season
with five wins in their first six
matches, but the wheels
came off fast. With five losses
in their last seven, plus a no-
result, the Capitals went
from contenders to specta-
tors. “Games like the one
against MI in Delhi, where
Karun got 90+, or vs KKR
where we needed 60 off 36
with 7 wickets — those were
winnable,” Badani said. “We
simply didn't close them.”

KL Rahul - Lone
Beacon in DC’s
Slide

The only real positive? KL
Rahul, who scored 504 runs
in 13 matches. Though he fal-
tered against MI, Badani de-
fended the veteran. “He’s a
seasoned player. It wasn't
pressure. Just one of those
days where again, the top
order didn't fire,” he ex-
plained.

No One Else to
Blame

“If you dont finish key
games, youve only got your-
self to blame,” said Badani.
“You can't afford slip-ups in
crunch moments. We had
them — and we paid the
price.”
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Indore’s Pooja Garg world record ride

INDORE: In a feat that rede-
fines the limits of human poten-
tial, Pooja Garg, India’s
internationally acclaimed para-

furled the Indian tricolour at
one of India’s most treacherous
frontiers, sending a bold mess-
age to the world: “I didn't stop

athlete, has become the first  because I wasnt broken.”
para woman globally to scale
Nathu La Pass on a specially 'I;'g%wﬁgg}_IWOR

modified 4-wheeled motorbike
— while battling both cancer
and a spinal injury. Marking
World Cancer Day, she un-

Pooja’s expedition — from In-

dore to the 14,140-ft Nathu La in
Sikkim — wasnt just a personal

triumph. It was a call to action for
cancer awareness, disability
rights, and national unity. Braving
snow-covered roads, fierce winds,
and biting cold, her motorbike
journey became a movement of
grit that inspired millions.

World Record
Glory

Her extraordinary mission

earned her a coveted place in
the London Book of World Rec-
ords, officially declaring her the
first para woman worldwide to
complete such an extreme ex-
pedition amid ongoing cancer
treatment. The recognition
committee described her as: “A
global emblem of courage, resil-
ience, and the unbreakable
human spirit.”

Pooja Garg: More
Than a Champion
An international medalist,
cancer crusader, motivational
speaker, and now a global rec-
ord-setter Pooja Garg
stands as a beacon for every
woman, warrior, and world-
changer. “When the path
doesn't exist, you create one.
And when your purpose is to

indore sports

Indore, Friday, May 23, 2025

serve the nation, even God
walks with you”
National honour
Inaceremonial celebration in
New Delhi, Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta honoured Pooja as
a “symbol of true strength.” The
Sports Authority of India and
London Book delegates joined
in tribute, lauding her as an in-
spiration for generations.
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CABINET GREENLIGHTS MADHYA PRADESH METROPOLITAN REGION PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2025

MADHYA PRADESH UNVEILS
BOLD URBAN BLUEPRINT

n a landmark decision, the Madhya Pradesh Cabinet, led by Chief Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav, has

approved the Madhya Pradesh Metropolitan Region Planning and Development Act, 2025, during

a historic special session at the Durbar Hall of Rajwada, Indore. This visionary legislation marks a
turning point in the state’s urban evolution, enabling structured, sustainable growth across rapidly
expanding metropolitan areas.

TWIN GROWTH HUBS IDENTIFIED

The Act enables the establishment of Metropolitan
Planning Committees (MPCs) and Metropolitan Region
Development Authorities (MRDAs) in two key metro-
politan zones:

m Indore-Ujjain-Dewas-Dhar Corridor

m Bhopal-Sehore-Raisen-Vidisha-Biaora (Rajgarh) Axis
These regions will now see coordinated development
tailored to their unique geographic, economic, and
demographic profiles.

oinciding with the launch of the 300th

birth anniversary celebrations of
Lokmata Devi Ahilyabai Holkar, the Act
establishes a three-tier urban governance
model through the formation of
Metropolitan Planning Committees (MPCs)
and Metropolitan Region Development

The initiative to establish two metropolitan

areas simultaneously will significantly con-

tribute to the overall development of the re-
gion situated between Indore and Bhopal. The connectivity
between these two metropolitan areas will transform a vast
portion of the state into a model of coordinated and inte-
grated development. Suggestions from public represen-
tatives will be incorporated into the planning and
implementation process.”

Dr Mohan Yadav CM, Madhya Pradesh

Strategic vision for
sustainable, balanced &
inclusive metropolitan growth

1. Conservation of Environmentally Sensitive and High-Pro-
ductivity Agricultural Areas - To preserve natural eco-
systems and fertile lands amidst rapid urbanisation.

2. Integrated utilisation of regional natural resources - En-
suring sustainable and equitable use of water, land, and

Authorities (M RDAS) . energy resources.
3. Investment Promotion - Facilitating coordinated efforts
= to attract domestic and foreign investments in key sectors.
HOW IT WILL WORK: 4. Strategic Economic and Industrial Development - Formu-
A 3-TIER FRAMEWORK

lating forward-looking policies to enhance the industrial
and economic competitiveness of the region.

5. Efficient Transport and Mobility Systems - Developing a
well-connected and multi-modal transport network
across the metropolitan area.

6. Development of Key Economic Activity Hubs - Prioritis-
ing the establishment of industrial parks, IT/ITES zones,
logistics hubs, education clusters, and recreational
centres.

7. Regulating Dense Urban Development - Implementing
land use planning and zoning controls to prevent unregu-
lated urban congestion.

8. Promotion of Tourism & Tourist Accommodation Infra-

Draft Development Plan will be crafted by the Metropoli-
tan Region Development Authority.

It will be vetted and refined by the Metropolitan Planning
Committee.

The final plan will be submitted to the State Government
for approval.

Once cleared, implementation begins—backed by legal
authority and administrative coordination.

INTEGRATED PLANNING
ACROSS KEY SECTORS

The Act mandates com- = Employment

E _.i-._ " 'll":.'r rﬁ_f‘ H‘.

Need for a Metropolitan Region

prehensive planning that
addresses:
m  Education Infrastructure

Generation n

This multi-sectoral
approach will fast-track

m  Healthcare Facilities
m Industrial Corridors

urban growth while
enhancing quality of life.

WHY IT MATTERS

‘With urban areas in fast, but smart, inclus-

RAPID URBANISATION: Accelerated
urban growth in Bhopal, Indore, and
surrounding areas has intensified the
need for structured metropolitan gov-
ernance.

HIGH POPULATION GROWTH IN
PERIPHERAL AREAS: The outskirts
of these cities are witnessing signifi-

the absence of comprehensive gov-
ernment control, unregulated devel-
opment continues to affect the
peripheries of urban areas.

FAVOURABLE STATE POLICIES: The
state government's pro-industry pol-
icies have led to increased industrial-
isation, particularly in the -city

recent years, Ujjain has witnessed a
surge in tourist footfall, increasing the
demand for better regional planning,

infrastructure, and connectivity.

m DMIC INFLUENCE: The Delhi-Mum-
bai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) has
led to focused development in the
northern and western regions of In-

structure - Enhancing tourism infrastructure and hospi-
tality facilities to support the region’s cultural and
religious tourism potential.

9. Satellite Town Planning and Development- Identifying

and systematically developing nearby towns to share
urban load and foster balanced regional growth.

10. Robust Waste Management and Sewerage Systems - Es-

tablishing comprehensive mechanisms for solid waste

Madhya Pradesh ive, and sustainable. It cant demographic expansion, exert- outskirts, necessitating region-wide dore, making coordinated regional and sewage treatment to ensure environmental sustain-
rapidly expanding— reflects a strong com- ing pressure on existing planning frameworks. planning essential. ability.

many crossing the 10 mitment to constitu- infrastructure and services. m NEED FOR INTEGRATED DEVEL- = INTER-REGIONAL COORDINATION:

lakh population thresh-  tional planning m UNPLANNED LAND USE AND DE- OPMENT: A coordinated and inte- There is a pressing need for coor- Strateqic Implications
old—this Act ensures principles and long- VELOPMENT: There is an urgent grated planning approach is essential dinated planning and governance in

development isn't just term economic vision. need to regulate land use changes and to ensure sustainable development, DMIC-influenced zones such as Pi- B The Indore-Ujjain region, with over 9,300 sq. km of in-

A VISION REALISED

This decision fulfills Chief
Minister Dr. Mohan
Yadav’s earlier promise of
launching Metropolitan
Planning Committees and

the Indian Constitution’s
vision for coordinated
metropolitan devel-
opment.

Indore-Ujjain Metropo

Authorities that align with

manage unplanned urban devel-
opment along city fringes and major
transportation corridors.

RISING URBAN SPRAWL: Between
2000 and 2024, urban sprawl has in-
creased exponentially, leading to inef-
ficient land use and scattered growth
patterns.

LACK OF UNIFIED OVERSIGHT: In

litan Area

balanced infrastructure growth, and
effective governance.

STRATEGIC LAND USE PLANNING:
There is a strong need to define land
use based on the development poten-
tial of various zones to maximise
economic and infrastructural effi-
ciency.

TOURISM GROWTH IN UJJAIN: In

thampur, Nagda, Shajapur, and Dewas
to leverage industrial growth effi-
ciently.

Integrated Urban Cluster Devel-
opment: The development of adjacent
towns as interconnected urban clusters
requires a metropolitan-level strategy for
infrastructure, services, transportation,
and governance.

tegrated area and five connected districts, is poised to
become a key growth corridor in central India.

B Focused development across industrial zones, trans-

port networks, and tourism circuits will enhance liv-
ability and economic dynamism.

B With 100% of Indore district included and significant

portions from Ujjain and Dewas, the region is posi-
tioned as the economic nucleus of Madhya Pradesh.

Bhopal Metropolitan Region

Vision for integrated p ; Key Features of the Indore-Ujjain  py,pa1-gehore-Narsinghgarh- Objective

regional development i H?,- Metropolitan Area (IUMA) Vidisha corridor set for inte- This initiative aims to: Pro- Once declared, the Bhopal
CMs directives set road- = Total Area: 9,336.10 sq. km grated development mote balanced urban  Metropolitan Region will facili-

map for balanced urban-in- = Total Population: 55.6 lakh To manage rapid urban growth beyond Bhopalcity ~ tate comprehensive planning

dustrial growth across five m Districts Covered: 5 (Indore, Dewas, expansion and ensure limits. through a Metropolitan Planning

districts.

In a divisional review meet-
ing held on September 8,
2024, the Chief Minister Dr
Mohan Yadav issued clear di-
rectives regarding the devel-

Ujjain, Dhar, Shajapur)

m Tehsils Covered: 29
m Villages Included: 1,756
District-Wise Area Contribution

to the Metropolitan Region

planned regional devel-
opment, the Bhopal Metro-
politan Region is being
proposed as the second
major metropolitan area in
Madhya Pradesh after the

Committee under Article 243ZE
of the Constitution, ensuring co-
ordinated development across
multiple districts.

This step positions Bhopal at
the heart of next-generation

Enable integrated infra-
structure, transport, and en-
vironmental planning.

Support industrial and econ-
omic diversification across the re-
gion.

opment of the Indore-Ujjain District  Total Area Areain % of District Indore-Ujjain region. Establish satellite town- ~ urban governance and sustain-
Metropolitan Area (IUMA). (sq. km) IUMA  Areain Proposed Regional ships and decongest the  able regional development in cen-
The focus was laid on adopt- (sg.km) IUMA Composition - The Bhopal urban core. tral India.

ing a comprehensive ap- Indore  3,9016 39016  100.00% Metropolitan Region will Bhopal - The state capital an®adminis- ism and agricultural potential.

proach  that  balances = Ujjain 6,091.0 2,7405  44.99% bring together the follow- trative hub. m Vidisha - A historic city with educational
industrial development, infra- Dewas  7,020.0 2,086.3  29.72% ing key urban and peri- m Sehore — A fast-growing town with stra- and heritage value.

structure, environmental sus- Dhar 81530 5744 7.04% urban areas under a tegic connectivity. m Beora (Rajgarh) — A strategically located
tainability, ~tourism, and Shajapur  6,195.0 33.3 0-54"/3 unified development m Raisen - Emerging zone with eco-tour- area enabling north-eastern expansion.
transportation. Total 31,360.6 9,336.1  29.77% (Avg.) framework:

Composition of the
Metropolitan Planning
Commiittee (MPC)

As per the Madhya Pradesh Metropoli-
tan Area Planning and Development
Act, 2025

To ensure inclusive, participatory,
and effective regional planning, the
Metropolitan Planning Committee shall
be constituted with a balanced repre-
sentation of elected representatives,
government bodies, and relevant insti-
tutions. The structure shall be as fol-
lows:

3. Government and
Institutional
Representatives

The Committee shall include
representatives from the Govern-
ment of India and the State Gov-
ernment. It may also include
members from such institutions
and organisations as notified by
the State Government from time
to time, as deemed necessary for
discharging the assigned functions
effectively.

1. Chairperson and
vice-chairperson

The Chairperson and Vice-Chairper-
son of the Committee shall be appointed
as determined by the State Government.

2. Elected
Representatives

Two-thirds of the total members of
the Committee shall be elected from
among: The elected members of Mu-
nicipalities, and the Chairpersons of
Panchayats within the Metropolitan
Area. These members shall be elected
by and from among themselves, in pro-
portion to the population represented
by the Municipalities and Panchayats.

4. Special Invitees

The Committee may also in-
clude special invitees, as per the
provisions of the Constitution and
relevant government regulations.
This composition ensures that the
MPC remains democratic, repre-
sentative, and functionally robust,
supporting the effective formula-
tion and implementation of the
Regional Development Plan for
each metropolitan area.

Components of Plan Formulation for Metropolitan Development

ment Plan (RDIP) for the proposed metropolitan
areas.

PRE-TENDER MEETING: A pre-tender meeting
with interested bidders was scheduled and held on 08
May 2025, facilitating clarification and discussion on
project scope, expectations, and deliverables.

TENDER OPENING DATE: The technical and fi-

nancial bids will be opened on 02 June 2025, initiating
the formal selection of the consultant agency.

These steps mark the beginning of a systematic
and transparent process to develop a forward-
looking, integrated, and investment-oriented
planning framework for metropolitan growth in
Madhya Pradesh.

o initiate the structured development of proposed
metropolitan regions in Madhya Pradesh, the gov-
ernment has outlined the following key components
in the Plan Formulation process:
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) ISSUED: An
RFP has been released to select a qualified consultant
for preparing the Regional Development and Invest-

D-16016
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